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B Y  E L L I O T  S T E I N M E T Z

he following is an excerpt of a mes-
sage from the Coach of Hebrew Acad-
emy of Nassau County’s Varsity Boys
Basketball Team, which he sent in a

letter to HANC’s administrators and parent
body after their championship win. 

Now that I have had an opportunity to
gather my thoughts, I am sitting down to
write my annual post-season letter.

When I was too excited to fall asleep last
night, I couldn’t help but think about what I
wanted to write to all of you. My mind imme-
diately went to last year’s letter and I went
back and read it over twice. I found out some-
thing amazing. I could practically just re-send
my letter from last season and call it a day.
The attitude and class with which these kids
handle themselves is what makes them win-
ners and champions. The way they play on

the court is just a
bonus. It is a privi-
lege each year for
my family and me
to be around the
HANC kids, faculty
and parents. There
is nothing greater
than to have my
two sons being able
to root for, look up
to, and spend time
with the HANC stu-
dents and family.

We have a rule
on the HANC bas-
ketball team –– we
do not celebrate a
win until we shake
hands with the
opposing team. We
also do not cele-
brate anything but a
championship on

the court; we celebrate in our locker room.
We have had this rule for a few years now.
What I found special was that this year I
never had to repeat it. At the end of each
game, before I would even have a chance to
say anything, our players were already telling
each other how to act. They were reminding
themselves what comes first. 

This impressed me tremendously as well
about this year’s team. They had such a swag-
ger and confidence on the court. They knew
they could play with anybody. There was no
fear. But after the game ended, they always
did the right thing –– congratulate the other
team on a great season and do not embarrass
them in front of their fans by celebrating on
the floor. Even yesterday, in the champi-
onship game, in our last timeout we decided
as a team to shake hands with Flatbush prior
to our celebration. That is not an easy deci-
sion for high school players to make, but we
should be proud of them because it was their
choice and the right one.

Independent and original reporting from the Orthodox communities of Long Island
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Preparing for Pesach

Photo courtesy thefivetowns.com

Batsheva Katz gathered with other Tomchei Shabbos-Yad Yeshaya volunteers on Sunday to organize
and deliver Pesach packages to 250 local families. 

B Y  M A Y E R  F E R T I G

Every conversation with a kashruth professional about
Streit’s Matzo –– on the record or off –– eventually winds up
in the same place: no one wants to be disrespectful to the
memory of Rabbi Ahron Soloveichik zt”l whose name was on
the Streit’s box from the mid-50s until his death in 2001 — or
to hurt his son, Rabbi Moshe Soloveichik, who gives the hash-
gacha (kosher certification) today — by publicly raising a con-
cern that the quality of supervision at Streit’s has slipped in
recent years.

Yet, less than a month before Pesach, the Vaad HaRabbon-
im of Queens decided to remove Streit’s Matzo and matzo
products from its list of approved products. The Vaad
HaKashrus of the Five Towns
and Far Rockaway
immediately fol-
lowed suit. The
result was that
days before
Passover the mak-
ers of Streit’s Matzo
felt ambushed, Rabbi
Moshe Soloveichik was embarrassed publicly and many kosher
consumers are confused: is the stuff kosher for Pesach, or not? 

Everyone seems to agree that it is. 
The directive from the Queens Vaad was in no way

meant to imply that the matzo is not kosher for Passover, said
Rabbi Yoel Schonfeld, co-president of the Vaad HaRabonim of
Queens. “People asked me, ‘I bought Streit’s Matzo. Should I
return it?’ I said no.”

“We’re not saying, chas v’shalom, that it’s not kosher,”
said Rabbi Yosef Eisen of the Five Towns Vaad. “We’re just
saying that there are certain concerns about the level of over-
sight.”

“No one here at all had any malice, any intention to hurt
anybody,” he stressed. “The reason that this has been pushed
off from year to year, although there have been certain con-
cerns that this is a private hashgacha, but no one wanted to
hurt, at all, Rabbi Soloveichik. [He] is a distinguished individ-
ual. In the end not wanting to hurt him, to be damaging to
him personally” turned out to have the opposite effect.

“Streit’s matzos were held in very high esteem while they
were under the hashgacha of Rav Ahron Soloveichik,” accord-
ing to an expert in machine matzo production who spoke to
The Jewish Star on the condition that he not be identified.
“When the hashgacha went to his son the perception was that
the same standards were not maintained.”

“Because it was Rav Ahron Soloveichik’s hechsher –– no
one wants to mess with the Soloveichiks in general,” he
explained. “There’s a feeling of reverence [for] the family.”

Among the problems that can occur on a matzo produc-
tion line are the folded over matzo, called a kefulah, or the
swelled matzo, called a nefucha, the expert said. 

“And part of the job of the hechsher agency is to make
sure these are removed prior to crush –– the making of all
kinds of matzo meal products. Because once it’s crushed and
turned into itty bitty pieces, you can’t tell if it was once kosher
matzo or not.” 

No one who spoke with The Jewish Star offered any
cause for specific concern in those regards.

“Its very important that you understand that the ques-
tion is not whether one trusts the Streit’s company,” said
Rabbi Daniel Senter, the kashrus administrator of the Kof-K.
“[They] are very honorable people. The question is ... do they
feel comfortable with an individual rabbi supervising some-
thing of this scale.” 

For several years after Rabbi Soloveichik took over the
hashgacha from his late father, he shared the responsibility
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Different from all other years: 

Streit’s Matzo
off preferred list

in Five Towns

See STREIT’S, Page 8

”The attitude
and class with
which these
kids handles
themselves is
what makes

them winners.
The way they
play on the
court is just

a bonus.“

I N  M Y  V I E W

Victory 
on and off
the court

See VIEW, Page 5

POWER OF BELIEF
David Seidemann

Page 5

TODDY’S COMPLAINS
Letters to the Editor
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CHAG KASHER V’SAMEACH
To all of our advertisers and readers

B Y  Y A F F I  S P O D E K  

The auto industry’s economic
woes are well known but local car
dealers and leasing outfits are also
feeling the pain, reporting signifi-
cant losses. Many of their best cus-
tomers have downshifted into
cheaper cars. 

“We are down about 60 to 70
percent in business,” said Richard
Cirillo, dealer principal at Victory
Toyota of the Five Towns. “There
has been a major decrease in sales,

both in buyers and leasers.”
The dramatic decline has

forced the Inwood dealership to
lay off 60 percent of its employees. 

“At the height of 2006, we
employed about 105 people, and
now we are down to 39,” Cirillo
told The Jewish Star. 

“We have decided that we are
going to lower commission fees by
eliminating finance managers,” he
explained. “This way, the cus-
tomer can get a good deal and
save money, and it will also help

the salespeople earn a living.”
According to Steve Kaye of

Atlantic Toyota in Amityville, the
largest Toyota dealership in New
York, the company has cut down
car production by a whopping 70
percent. 

“I have cars in stock right
now,” he said, “but I should be out
of new cars by June. That is true
for all Toyota dealers ... People will
have to start buying used cars
rather than new ones.” 

Brandi Begelman, a sales con-

With the Pesach holiday now in full swing,
the classical Jewish  “bridge
of time,” the Omer season, is
upon us. Rabbi Paul  Stein-
berg, cited in a previous
review, stated it most accu-
rately: “The Jewish calendar
is made up of spiritual ebbs
and flows, rises and falls. The
gradual buildup to Passover
climaxes with the seder,
undoubtedly one of the high
points of the Jewish year.
However, Passover should not be experienced as a
spiritual island. It is inexorably bound to the next

B Y  R A B B I  A V I  B I L L E T

Everyone knows the song: “Dai dai yay-
nu, dai dai yay-nu…”

As much as we get into it, what is the
meaning of this poem that suggests that had
each stage of the exodus journey taken place
without leading to its follow-through, it
“would have been enough?” 

Most simply, there is an implied phrase
which is left out –– “dayeinu l’hodot” –– it
would have been enough to cause us to give
thanks to G-d. 

The first five sentences supply no big
ironies. Had G-d taken us out of Egypt ––
our intended goal –– and not punished the
Egyptians, or their gods, or their firstborns,
or given us their money, that would have
been just fine. We wanted freedom, we were
freed, and we left to worship G-d in the
wilderness. 

See BOOKWORM, Page 7 See DAYENU, Page 2

See AUTO, Page 3

Local car dealers driven
down by economic slump 

The decision, the fallout and the regrets
over an iconic Passover brand

T H E  K O S H E R  B O O K W O R M

A post Pesach
review and a
timely tribute

P E S A C H

Alan Jay Gerber

Dayenu
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Dear That’s Life,
Last week, one of my daughters asked me if

her room was clean for Pesach.  With a tinge of
annoyance in my voice, I responded, “Let’s see —
did you clean your room for Pesach yet?” After
hearing that she had not, I gave her the classic
‘Mommy stare down’ and said, “Well, then I guess
it’s not clean.” She nodded, getting my point, but
not before I added, “The elves have off.”

The truth is that Pesach is my favorite holiday
of the year. It’s not the intense cleaning or the
seemingly endless spending that does it for me.
Rather, it is the eight days immersed in the holi-
day, surrounded by everything and anything that
reminds me of Pesach and tradition that really
makes me smile.

I have an aunt in Jerusalem with whom I
have always been close and when she gives advice
I take it as if it came from Above. So when I was
making Pesach for the first time I called her for
some words of wisdom. She told me that when I
buy dishes I should buy a set completely different
from anything I presently owned or anything that
is my taste. “When your kids see those dishes or
anything like them,” she said, “it’ll remind them of
Pesach.”

And that is what I did: buying plates with
green and magenta flowers and pretty pink bowls
to accompany them. Under all other circum-
stances, I do not do pink. Yet here I am with these
plates that I adore because I see them and they
scream “Pesach” — just like the classroom projects
we unearth each year and the stained Haggadah I
made in kindergarten that always makes me
smile.

This holiday, more than others, I feel, is
steeped in tradition. From the recipes I make to
the tunes we sing at the Seder, everything has a
history. A recipe I recently saw for a Mexican

inspired matzo brei with fresh salsa left me com-
pletely perplexed. Who thought that was a good
idea? What’s wrong with the way it has been
made for generations? I like reinvention as much
as the next cook, but this just isn’t right and, it
sounds unappetizing. Cilantro, jalapeno and
matzo are not a plus.

It reminded me of the Rosh Hashanah when
a ba’al tefilah in the shul in which I grew up used
some modern Hebrew tunes as his nusach for
Mussaf. The rav of the shul then talked about how
the tunes that are used for davening have been
passed down for generations and should be con-
tinued the way they are. It was more than a “it
ain’t broke, so don’t fix it” kind of message — it
was more like “this is who we are and who we
have been for centuries.” To quote Tevye, “It’s tra-
dition.”

For years I watched as my mother and my
aunts made Pesach, washing heads and heads of
romaine, boiling more eggs than a single chicken
could ever produce and fighting the endless fight
against the mess that matzo makes. And now, I’ve
unpacked my dishes and my kids have smiled and
I’m ready to make my first brei. Here’s wishing all
of you all a Chag steeped in tradition and fried in
oil.

MLW

P.S. I received a number of e-mails and comments
about last week’s piece. While I will not disclose in
which establishment the incident took place, there
are two things I regret about that column: 1. That
many people are negatively discussing stores in
the area where they think my story could plausi-
bly have taken place and 2. That there are a num-
ber of different places where, it seems, these sorts
of incidents are happening to other people. 

MLW

Had G-d split the sea and
not guided us through, the sight
of the miracle would have been
enough for us to give thanks. At
the same time, what would have
been the point of the sea split-
ting? Just to wow us and our
adversaries who chased us?
Clearly the sight of this great
miracle did not deter the Egyp-
tians in their zeal to chase after
us. 

The next intriguing ques-
tion is on the phrase “Had He
brought us to Mt. Sinai and had
He not given us the Torah, it
would have been enough.” It
would have been enough to be
grateful for getting to this point.
But what would be the point of
not receiving the Torah once
we’d come this far? 

Rabbi Moshe Tendler
explained that our premise is
wrong when we ask this ques-
tion. When we say “Had G-d
brought us to Mt. Sinai” we are
saying, as the image of Sinai
implies, “Had G-d brought us to
Sinai, which means He gave us
the Torah” and then “had He
not given US the Torah, it would
have been enough.” The focus is
on the word “us” –– that G-d
gave humans the capacity to
study the Torah to its greater
depths before rendering judg-

ments and applying interpreta-
tions. 

Had G-d left the teaching of
Torah to Himself and the angels,
it would have been good
enough. But He engendered
within us the ability to take our
Torah learning to the next level,
which makes it ever so much
more of an extraordinary expe-
rience and endeavor. 

Perhaps we can suggest
that a similar sentiment is in
play with the arrival at the sea.
Splitting the sea suggests G-d
invoked all of His wonders to
bring about the final departure
from Egypt. Did the freed slaves
actually need to cross through
the walls of water to achieve
complete emancipation from
Egypt? Who knows? 

Many suggest the whole
point of having the Egyptians
chase the Israelites into the sea
was to close one chapter, break
the emotional bonds of slavery
and the slave mentality, and
allow the Israelites to move on.
Was it necessary for the Egyp-
tians to die? 

“Had G-d split the sea for
us” implies we were going
through. If not, then it would
just say “Had G-d split the sea.”
As we reread the sentence now,
it means “Had G-d split the sea
for us –– and of course we
walked through –– but had He
not led us through on dry land,”
in other words, we did not need

an extra miracle. It would have
sufficed for the water to be
muddy.  

We can certainly learn from
this song the merits of being
thankful for everything we have.
But there is an added compo-
nent to gratitude, and it comes
with an appreciation for what it
is we’ve actually received and
how we may sometimes lose
sight of the greater picture, even
when the good things we have
are right in front of our eyes. 

The last eight months have
been a whirlwind for many peo-
ple. Between the stock market
and Ponzi schemes, to an overall
bad economy, many people are
feeling the pinch and wondering
what there is to be grateful for
now. The people in
our lives, our families and
friends, are the greatest gifts we
could hope for. Every minute we
have and share with them is
fleeting and is enough to be
thankful for. 

“Had You given us the abili-
ty to have positive relationships
with all these wonderful people
and had You given us absolutely
nothing else –– Dayenu.” It
would have been enough ––
enough to be thankful. 

Thank you, G-d.

Avi Billet wishes everyone a
chag kasher v’sameach. He wel-
comes your comments and
thoughts at avbillet@gmail.com.

DAYENU
Continued from Page One
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Grand Opening BLiSs kidsGrand Opening BLiSs kidsGrand Opening BLiSs kids
The Five Town’s Newest Children’s Clothing and Accessory Store!

Featuring:
• Soffe
• To Dye For
• American Apparel
• Boxercraft
• Love Stoned
• Bunk Junk and more...

ALL AT DISCOUNTED PRICES!!

• Custom Designed Clothing & Accessories
• Large Variety of Designs & Garments
• Girls & Boys Sweats, Shorts, Hoodies, 

Tanks, Tees, Pajamas etc. and Everything 
you need for camp.

• Free Name Taping on All Camp Orders

Coming Soon: Layette Department
8 New Street, Hewlett (3 doors down from trinkets)

(516) 792-1532(516) 792-1532(516) 792-1532

Solid Color 
Soffe Shorts 

only $7!
buy 2 or more for 
additional savings

$2 OFF
Purchase of
$10 or more

$5 OFF
Purchase of
$20 or more

The Five Town’s Newest Children’s Clothing and Accessory Store!
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When my grandfather
arrived at Ellis Island, Davi-
dovich became Davidson
on the spot, Chatche
became Harry, and Grand-
pa became an American.
Hearing that a city called
Detroit needed workers so
badly that they were pay-
ing $5 per day, he traveled
to toil at the Ford’s factory. At night,
he apprenticed for his plumber’s
license and eventually opened a
plumbing supply in Detroit. 

That series of entrances finally
added up to Grandpa’s arrival behind
the wheel of his first Cadillac, a used
1928 model, marked down to 1930
prices. He’d earned his citizenship
long before, but for him the Cadillac
declared him as American –– proof of
having made something of himself. A
Chevrolet would have been a more
prudent buy during the Depression,
but even then, when it came to buy-
ing a car, self-indulgence often over-
came sensibility.

Throughout Grandpa’s life, it
was an easy and smart choice to buy
a Cadillac. Today, for me, the decision
isn’t so clear, with so many good
automobiles on the market. Like him,
I like to consider myself sensible
when it comes to big purchases; also
like him, a car means more to me
than just transportation. Perhaps
more than any other “thing” in my
life, my car reflects who I am, or at
least how I want to be perceived.

Today, buying a domestic car
earns expressions of mild scorn. Why
did you buy that instead of a Toyota?
A few years ago, there was really no
good answer to that; the quality of
domestic cars was so poor, that the
only reason was that you couldn’t
pass up the incredible deal. But in the
last few years, the domestics have
pulled virtually even with the imports
in terms of quality, performance and
economy. And yet, now a majority of
car sales go to foreign brands, mainly
because they are perceived as “cool-
er” than the domestics: tougher, sexi-
er, smarter, greener, richer, younger,
safer –– in some way they make buy-
ers feel acceptable in their peer
group. 

People have a right to buy a car
that makes them feel good about
themselves; Grandpa did. Today, we
can each find a car to express that we
are sexytoughsmartbetter, or some
other projection of self. But do these
common desires align with the
uncommon responsibilities we hold
as Jews? To improve the world, to
support Israel, and during Passover,
to acknowledge the freedom our
ancestors gained for us. 

Back when I was in charge of
the Four Questions, Grandpa would
make an extra show of reclining in
his chair. The symbolic gesture of
escaping Pharoah’s tyranny was his
Haggadah assignment, but it also
expressed his own liberty from the
eternal anxiety of Jewish life in his
Ukrainian homeland –– which had,
20 years before I was born, been

nearly extinguished.
His leisure and security, and

the opportunities we all
faced, had been purchased in
a society that rewarded hard
work and asked little in
return: Vote, obey the laws,
pay taxes, and above all,
prosper and contribute to the
common wealth. One way

he did the latter was spend his dollars
on American products. 

Grandpa knew that what he
bought at times had ethical conse-
quences beyond the math. Just as our
occasional voting responsibility aggre-
gates our political sentiments to con-
fer great power, so do our daily pur-
chases funnel our wealth through the
selected enterprise to the national
economy in which that company
operates. Even through the blurring
lens of globalism, it is clear that while
localized manufacturing wages and
taxes sustain communities, it profits
the manufacturing company, and
solidifies the economic power of the
home nation. Simply put, the pur-
chase of an American-made Toyota
may employ some American workers,
but it enriches Toyota shareholders
and strengthens Japan’s economy ––
not America’s. 

This ought to be an important
distinction to Jews. No matter your
political leanings, it’s hard to argue
that in all of history, America alone
has guaranteed her Jewish citizens
the equality, security and sanctity that
we have ever seeked since the Egypt-
ian Exodus. In our own time, Ameri-
ca has been the single unflinching
friend of Israel. With a hollowed-out
industrial sector, can the U.S. project
real strength in the Persian Gulf?
When it comes to the quick, will Asia
or Europe stand behind Israel?

Today, with Israel at increasing
risk, and with the U.S. weakened,
Jews must consider whether there
are deeper sentiments than how we
want to feel about ourselves, and that
we are obliged to be more than just
frugal with our dollars. 

This year, for the first time, I’ll be
the one reclining at the head of the
table. I’ve never known real fear,
poverty, or hatred –– only that those
things are flourishing in many coun-
tries that Grandpa chose not to go to,
and that a strong United States ––
productive, unified, industrially
sound –– is the only assurance I can
give that my own children’s children
will be reclining in their time.

Joshua Davidson is a publisher and
marketing consultant in Boston,
Massachusetts. He has been
involved in the automobile
industry as everything from a
local mechanic to executive
speech writer at General
Motors. Currently, he is pub-
lishing the exclusive audiobook
edition of Alfred Sloan’s “My
Years with General Motors.”
His father was born in Detroit.

sultant for IDeal Auto Lease and
Sales in Woodmere, has been
working in the industry for close
to 40 years and has witnessed
firsthand how the economy is
taking a toll on her clients and
affecting their buying power. 

“There is no question that
business is down,” she acknowl-
edged. “I see more and more
people looking to extend their
lease or purchasing warrantees
to cover their extensions. Cus-
tomers are calling me up and
asking me why prices aren’t
cheaper. People are downsizing
from their luxury cars because
they are afraid to spend money
right now.”

In Valley Stream, South
Shore Honda also reported a
decline in their overall business. 

“Business has decreased,
but not as much as in other
places, and we are doing OK,”
observed sales manager Oscar
Melara.”

When asked why that was
so, Melara replied, without miss-
ing a beat, “Because we’re selling
Hondas, and they’re the best.”

He did note that although
the size of his customer base has
remained intact, more of his
patrons are choosing to lease
cars, rather than buy them. Pop-
ular models include Civics and
Acuras, since they are “smaller
and good with gas,” Melara said. 

“Honda is offering phenom-
enal deals this month,” Begel-
man confirmed. “Eighty percent
of my business is Honda. March
was a great month to buy any
Pilots that were left because
they’ve stopped production of
them. There were also great
deals on Odysseys. Anyone who
made a Honda purchase or
leased last month couldn’t get
hurt.” 

A gentleman from the Five
Towns recently replaced his lux-
ury car and opted for a smaller,
more cost-effective model, which
he purchased through a 60-
month financial loan agreement. 

“I went from an Acura MDX
to a Honda Pilot,” said the man,
who spoke to The Jewish Star on
condition of anonymity. “I was
looking for a car in a certain
price range, and even though
the MDX was a higher end vehi-
cle, the Honda was actually
roomier and bigger and it was
cheaper. It drives nicely.”

Auto dealers feel that the
credit crunch is largely to blame
for slumping sales.

“Banks are not approving
customers they way they used

to,” explained Toyota’s Cirillo. “It
used to be that even people with
low income or credit were able
to get older, used cars. Now,
even people with high credit
scores are being turned down for
loans and that is very scary.”

“I am getting smaller pay-
ments because credit has been a
big issue,” said Sol Hershkop, the
owner of Wheels to Lease in
Brooklyn. 

His customers are also try-
ing to cut costs in other ways.
“People have been downsizing
from three cars to two, or from
two to one,”he said. 

Begelman’s customers have
been downsizing as well, and
“that’s where my customer base
is hurting the most,” she said.
But for her clients, a more signif-
icant challenge has been the ris-
ing rate of residuals, prompting
many to buy rather than lease.

“People getting approved
[by banks] is becoming more dif-
ficult,” she observed. “The differ-
ence between tier one and tier
four could cause someone to
pay in excess of more than
$100 a month ... If people
can live with their car for
more than three years, they
are looking to buy, especially
in the foreign market.”

Though there are tax
incentives available for leas-
ing American-made cars,
“residuals upset the pay-
ment,” Begelman said, noting
that “when you trade in your
car, you are going to lose
money because the car is val-
ued at less and you are not
going to cover the loss ... If
there is a good buy program,
I tell my customers to buy.”

Hershkop acknowledged
that although the economy is
affecting his business, he
believes that better times lie
ahead.

“The last few months
have generally been rough for
everyone, but since March,
it’s been picking up and it’s
been good for the last
month,” he said, explaining
that the spring is generally a
busy season for the auto
industry. “The geulah
(redemption) is finally here.”

Although business is not
yet back to its optimum level,
the reality is that “people still
need to drive, and their leases
are up,” Hershkop pointed
out. Though he has retained
many of his customers, they
have been spending less and
favoring classic brands such
as Honda and Toyota, the
only two companies that

don’t charge disposition fees. 
Based on her recent sales,

Begelman disagreed with Her-
shkop’s assessment of the indus-
try’s improvement.

“I think March was the best
month since all this happened,
but it has nothing to do with the
market being better,” she main-
tained. “It is just a coincidence ––
people’s leases are up and they
are out of extensions. The sales
only lasted for a few weeks and
now it’s quiet again.” 

However, just this past
week, Cirillo saw a slight
increase in his business and
experienced a bit of turnaround
in sales, which he attributes to
the spring weather.

“Usually spring is our thrust
period, starting now,” he said.
“We are optimistic that the
banks will start lending again.” 

In response to the current
situation, Victory Toyota of the
Five Towns has reduced the
amount of SUVs and larger vehi-
cles which they used to carry in
bulk, and are stocking more
Camrys, “always a good seller,”
Cirillo said. “For a while, people

were buying more hybrids
because of the gas crunch and
now they seem to be buying
smaller models.”

“By dealers taking less allo-
cation [orders] from factories,
that’s how they are going to hold
their own,” Begelman added.
“By producing less cars, it
becomes not a buyer’s market
but a seller’s market.”

In an effort to boost busi-
ness, dealerships have been
offering sales. 

“A manufacturer will give
us rebates and we have been
doubling or tripling them,” said
Cirillo. 

South Shore Honda also
provides rebates, “as well as low
financing agreements,” said
Melara. “We have seen a pickup
recently and we hope it contin-
ues.”

“Of course we are offering
deals,” confirmed Hershkop,
though he declined to provide
specifics. “We have been giving
our own ‘stimulus packages,’ let’s
call it ... I hope the trend will
keep picking up.” 

AUTO INDUSTRY 
Continued from Page One

O P I N I O N

Grandpa’s Cadillac
drives my freedom

Joshua Davidson
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TRAFFIC TICKETS?
Let us help you BEAT them!
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Specialist in all
Traffi c Violations, 

License Suspensions, DWI,
DUI, Safety Hearings, 

Criminal Violations,TLC Cases.
•  We can help reduce or negate points and 

fi nes and keep your insurance premiums 
under control.

•  We handle traffi c violations throughout NY and NJ
• Free Consultation.

CALL OR FAX US NOW...
before pleading guilty by mail or appearing in court.

Law Offi ce of Craig M. Bondy
Traffi c Attorney

212-274-9260 • Fax 212-274-9264
350 Broadway Suite 301

New York, NY 10013
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68-40 MAIN ST. \ FLUSHING \ NY \ 11367 \ 718-544-5969

Wig Color
Haircut & Blow
Hair Color Updo & Highlight
Special Manicure & Pedicure
Facial • Massage
Bridal Special (by appointment)

WIG
STYLE

$25

SPRING BLOW OUT

Shomer Shabbat       A Special Place Just For Women
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“                          ”

Surprise her with a gift of 

love and appreciation.

Gourmet Gift and Godiva 

Chocolates Baskets
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• Equipment Designed Exclusively for Kids
• Energetic 45 Minute Supervised Circuit Training 
• Programs for Kids Ages 6 1/2 - High School
• Nutrition Workshops 
• Hip Hop for Fitness Classes 

516.837.0971
83 Columbia Ave. • Cedarhurst, NY       www.fitwize4kids.com

The Nation’s First Healthy
Lifestyle Center Just For Kids

#1 For Birthday Parties 

$20 OFF
birthday party!

90 Minutes
of Birthday
Fun!

Fitness-Related Activities • Relay Challenge
Circuits/Obstacle Course & More

Not valid with any other offer. Exp. 6/30/09



Preserving a
good name

To The Editor:
I read Miriam Wallach’s

That’s Life column in the April 3
issue of the Jewish press with
mounting trepidation. “Oh, no,
not again,” I thought as the
story about an obnoxious shop-
keeper unraveled. And then,
with a sense of relief I realized,
“Wow, this isn’t about Toddy’s!” 

I read to the end expecting to
see some kind of disclaimer to
that point, but there was noth-
ing. What’s that about? Surely,
Mr. Editor, you had to realize
that when you use terms like
“luxury items” and “infuriating
a customer” in the same para-
graph, Toddy’s will naturally be
the first store people think of.  

The thing is that I’m really

not sure what upset me more —
the fact that you didn’t think to
clear Toddy’s good name with a
note after the article or that
someone is trying to take over
my spot as most obnoxious
shopkeeper. I’ve worked long
and hard cultivating my street
cred and I’m not going to just sit
back and let some Yoni-cum-
lately knock me off with some-
thing as lame as “that’s the way
it is.” That’s not even funny!  

I’m sure some of your
brighter readers saw the clues
that would disqualify Toddy’s as
the culprit in this little opera.
First, if we charged $12 for
every mistake we corrected, I’d
be retired on a beach on Maui
right now. Second, everyone
knows that 40 minutes means at
least an hour in Jewish time, so
a customer of mine has nothing
to gain by being prompt. And,
third, we don’t really do Shab-

bos gifts; although, do not
underestimate the thrill the
hostess will get when you hand
her a big bottle of Toddy’s Bal-
samic Dressing. 

I certainly understand the
shopper’s frustration, especially
with the whole delivery thing.
Just a couple of weeks ago a
woman came back to pick up a
pound of tuna salad (luxury
item) that we had left out. I told
her that if she called we would
have delivered it. 

“Really?!” She asked. 
“Well, sure, now that you’re

here, we would have delivered
it.” 

See, that’s funny. 

JAY TODTMAN 
Toddy’s Appetizers 

Real
semicha

To the Editor: 
While your article concern-

ing the Yeshiva Pirchei Shoshan-
im’s Shulchan Aruch Learning
Project was by and large accu-
rately reported, the headline of
the article was unfortunate and
demeans the program and its
participants.

Entitling the article
“Ordained Online: Learning for
Semicha the High Tech Way,”
(April 3, 2009) might lead the
uninformed to believe that the
Semicha conferred by Pirchei
Shoshanim is somehow not a
“real” Semicha and that it is
similar to internet ordination of
clergy via less than valid means.

The only “high tech” method

employed in the program, is the
use of e-mail to deliver the shi-
urim and to communicate with
the Maggidei Shiur.  This is emi-
nently practical, since the time
difference between the U.S. and
Israel can sometimes make
phone communication difficult.

As a long-time participant in
the program, I can assure you
that the quality of the shiurim is
of the highest caliber and the

relationship that develops
between the Maggidei Shiur
and the students is strong, real
and of lasting duration.

I encourage others interested
in the program to contact Rabbi
Dovid Engel at Engel@shemay-
israel.com.

YOSSI DANZGER
Woodmere 

Letters

or every action, there is an equal
and opposite reaction. So says
Newton's third law of motion,
axiomatic to our understanding of

the physical world. Unfortunately, our
understanding of the physical world
and of reality doesn't always seem to
accurately translate the perceptions and
public statements of Israel's most
implacable enemies and her harshest
critics — fellow Jews often among
them. Instead, the goings on in the are-
nas of left-wing activism and public
relations all too often seem to bear no
link at all to realities that most of us see
plainly before our eyes. 

With that in mind, these items are
notable for their seeming fidelity to
Newton's third law.

First, a boycott of Israeli wines staged
in Vancouver, British Columbia by a
group called Not In Our Name: Jewish
Voices Opposing Zionism, didn't work
out exactly as planned. 

According to the Canadian Jewish
News the idea was to stage a protest
dubbed “Apartheid is Not Kosher,” at
liquor stores offering Israeli wines, and
“distribute information about the Pales-
tinian cause and 'Israeli apartheid.'

They asked that Jews buying kosher for
Passover wine 'make [their] Passover
apartheid-free' by boycotting Israeli
wine brands.”

They must have not known that
many Israeli wines are really good. And
they must have not known that many, if
not most, Jews are well aware that
comparisons between Israel and the
South African apartheid state of the
80's are specious and nonsensical.

Hundreds of counter-protesters
showed up and, guess what? They
cleaned out the supply of Israeli vintages
in several shops targeted by protesters,
purchasing several thousand bottles.

L'Chaim!
The second example of Newton's

third law concerns fallout from a very
public temper tantrum by Turkey's
prime minister back in February. Tayyip
Erdogan stormed off a stage he was
sharing with Israeli President Shimon
Peres at the Davos World Economic
Conference after arguing with Peres
about Israel's operation in Gaza. At one
point he yelled, "You are killing people."

As prime minister he might not have
known the specifics of Turkey's tourist
trade with Israel. We do, however. Last
year it amounted to $300 million — 13
percent of all departures by Israeli
tourists were to Turkey, making it Israel's
second most popular tourist destination.

Turkish tour operators are going to
be way off their numbers this year,
according to Ha'aretz. That's the oppo-
site of increasing tourism from Israel by
25 percent in 2009 as they had hoped.

Tour operators report massive cancel-
lations of vacations planned for spring
and summer — one company reports
sales down by half. Many Israelis are
going to Greece and Cyprus instead. 

It would be nice to see this last and
even translate to a drop in travel to other
countries that aren’t evenhanded with
Israel, but that's probably not too likely. 

The head of Israel's Tourist and Trav-
el Agents Association, Yossi Fattal, told
Ha'aretz he doesn't think the boycott
will prove to be such a big deal in the
end: "The Israeli memory isn't very
long,” he said. “Half a year is like an ice
age and the memory will fade."

Still, doing something is almost
always better than doing nothing at all.

Editorial

Physics, not rocket science 
F
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Pesach 2009 in Israel:
Let my people TALK!

FREE AT LAST!
FREE calls to Talk’n’Save! 
FREE 2nd phone rental*

Grab your cellphone on the way out!
Talk’n’Save now offers local cellphone pickup near JFK airport.
Israel and US home delivery available as well. We’re sorry, but Egypt delivery is not available.

 *Some restrictions apply. See our site for details.
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DISCOVER WINDOW FASHIONS THAT CAN
PROTECT YOUR DECOR.
Silhouette® window shadings are constructed with soft fabric vanes suspended between two sheer fabric facings. They 
feel like a curtain and work like a blind. So revolutionary, they actually soften and control the incoming light and provide 
up to 99% UV protection – even blocking 87% of UV rays when the vanes are open. So you can keep your view and 
protect your furniture from fading without sacrificing privacy. OFFER VALID FEB. 1 – APR. 30

Manufacturer’s rebate. Limits and restrictions apply. ©2009 Hunter Douglas Inc. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas Inc.

$100 REBATE
 PER WINDOW (10 MAX)

SILHOUETTE® WINDOW SHADINGS 
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Lenny Koegel • 516-594-6010
Serving the Five Towns and surrounding areas since 1988

www.distinctivewindowfashions.com
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Passover Week Special!
4/9 thru 4/16

Before 11:00AM
2 games and shoes!

$10.00

Wishing you happiness, 
peace, prosperity and 

all the joy of Passover!

Yeshiva Junior Bowling
Starts Friday May 1st

2:30 Every Week
Program is for 9 Weeks!

Teams are made up of 3 per team!

Bowlers compete starting first week!
Scholarship awards will be given to the team that wins the league!

Free Practice session every week at 2:00PM
Coaching available!

Free lessons by appointment!

$13.00 per week
Pizza available for purchase from

David’s Pizza every week!
Register online by emailing Nick

and receive a free lunch the first week!
Email : nick@woodmerelanes.com

For info call
Nick(516) 581-7352
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I’m standing in line in
my third favorite supermarket
and a fellow approaches me.
“I read your article about the
‘fifth son’ –– you know the
one who was absent from the
Seder? Well, that’s not the
problem my wife and I have.
You see all of our kids are at
the Seder but we only get
nachas from one of them.”

He continues to tell me
that his children mirror the ones described
in the Haggadah. “One is just plain outright
bad. The others, one is an under achiever
and the other is just clueless.” Those were
his words; I am not paraphrasing.

“We tried everything,” he says to me.
“I got one of them a tutor and the other a
therapist. “My wife and I just give up. We
are resigned to the fact that we have our
one genius and the others –– oh well,

what can you do?”
So you’ve given up? I

asked. “Yep,” he answers. 
“I’m no expert but that

might be part of the problem.
If you’ve given up, your chil-
dren sense that and they’ve
given up. If you’ve branded
one child as evil and another
dumb, they know that and
they have branded them-
selves as evil or dumb.” 

I told him that perhaps one tutor and
one try at therapy was insufficient. I asked
to see a picture of his kids and he pro-
duced a wallet size photo. He pointed to
one child and said, “the fat one, that’s the
dumb one.” Again, those were his actual,
painful words. Now I was convinced as to
the source of the problem, and it was not
his children.

“I notice your other children are thin,

were they always thin?”  
“No,” he said, “they’ve lost weight.” 
“You mean they changed?”I asked.

“Yep,” he answered.
“So a child can be overweight at one

time, lose weight, perhaps gain weight
again and still be the same child, right?” I
asked. “I guess so,” he replied.

I walked him to his car and left him
with two parting thoughts. Firstly, I sug-
gested that not only should his children be
involved in therapy, but that he should
consider it for himself as well. 

Secondly, I told him that perhaps he
should view his “four sons” as follows.
Instead of viewing one as a sage, the other
as evil, the other as an under achiever and
the other as just plain dumb, view each
son as containing all four parts, but per-
haps just stuck in one particular phase,
like an overweight child who needs a diet.
I assured him that if he would view each
of his “disappointments” as potential
nachas givers and convey that sentiment
to them, that he would see immediate
changes, a sense of redemption.

Ten plagues lasting months; seven

days before the red sea split; 40 days
before the Torah could be given; and 40
years wandering in the desert before the
Children of Israel could enter the land of
Israel –– all because it was a process that
had to unfold. All because a diet was nec-
essary; all because each person had to
change from displaying one of their less
than flattering aspects to an aspect that
shone, that radiated brilliance.

And since those glory days, undoubt-
edly we’ve slipped back to displaying
other less flattering attributes. We revert-
ed to one of the other “underachieving”
sons. But it does not matter, because the
all-knowing wise parent knows that we
are a composite of many attributes and
that His belief in us is not disturbed.

And because He believes in us, we
believe in Him. But more importantly,
because he believes in us, we believe in
ourselves. You want a child to believe in
himself, let him know that you believe in
him. Lose the label and you’ll gain a child,
and not just any child, but a child that will
give you nachas.

That I believe is one of many pro-

found lessons of Passover. We were a
nation of idol worshipping slaves and yet
G-d saw within us the potential to be a
nation of supreme intellect  and faith. We
were underachievers who professed the
ability to become wise and wise we
become.

“Vaya’aminu BaHashem U’v’Moshe
Avdo” –– and they, the children of Israel
believed in G-d and in Moses his servant.
That belief in G-d and in Moses could
never have manifested had G-d and
Moses not believed in the Children of
Israel and had the Children of Israel not
believed in themselves.

As we sit around the Seder table in a
few hours, together with our families, let
us derive nachas from all of them. Those
whose potential has been exposed and
those who are but moments away from
bursting forth. Chances are that all they
need is a little more “belief” on our part.

David Seidemann is a partner with the
law firm of Seidemann & Mermelstein.
He can be reached at (718) 692-1013 and
at ds@lawofficesm.com.

David Seidemann

F R O M  T H E  O T H E R  S I D E  O F  T H E  B E N C H

I want to share with you what I
told the team in our post-game locker
room meeting last night. 

I told them that I am extremely
proud of what they accomplished this
season. They played through tremen-
dous adversity throughout the season.
Many in the league felt the champi-
onship would come down to Ramaz,
Flatbush or Heschel. Nobody really
gave HANC a chance, but nobody on
HANC said a word. We just played. We
played through injuries, lineup
changes, defensive adjustments and
more injuries. Finally, we got it all
together at the right time. That takes
major character. For our seniors to lead
us as they did, and for our juniors to
step up as they did is extremely special.

However, I told the guys that they
need to remember that at HANC we
are a family. Their success is also a
credit to the hard work that the teams
before them put in. The seeds were
planted two and three years ago with
the dedication of players on those
teams. The team last year took us to
levels HANC has never before reached.
This year’s team put the finishing
touches on turning our program into a
winner. We were lucky enough to have

players in the locker room last night
from all four of those teams celebrating
together what each one of them
helped to build over the last few years. 

It was great to see the support
from former players and players’ par-
ents throughout the season. What a
tremendous feeling it is to be part of
such a close-knit school. I am not sure
that people even realize how amazing
it is for the players from previous years
to be sending e-mail and text messages
to the team before each game. In most
schools those kids could not care less
once they graduate. Things are just dif-
ferent at HANC.

This year’s team did not start out
with the same natural chemistry that
last year’s team possessed, but they
certainly finished with it. That is a tes-
tament to what these players have
inside, and a strong testament to one
player who I want to mention in specif-
ic –– Seth Hochhauser –– who will
graduate this year. Seth was an out-
standing player, but it wasn’t his ability
on the court or his stats that were spe-
cial. It was his leadership and commit-
ment. Over the two years that he
played varsity, and the four years he
played in the school, he was a leader
and a winner. It was special for me to
see him and his group of fellow seniors
walk out the door with that trophy
that they earned with many years of
dedication, class and hard work. 

Finally, I want to finish with a
copy of my closing paragraph from last
year’s letter, with no changes except for
the ages of my kids, because it still
rings as true now as it did then:

To me, that is what I am most
proud of with this group –– the way
they stuck together and handled them-
selves game in and game out. It’s easy
to get along when you win. It’s also
easy to be looked at as over-confident
and classless. I can confidently say that
this team knows how to handle win-
ning and losing at every level with
class and respect. That is a clear repre-
sentation of the way they have been
brought up by their parents and their
school and I thank all of you for allow-
ing me to take part in that. 

My sons, Jacob, five, and Noah,
three, come to a lot of the games. To
see how our players conduct them-
selves on and off the court is a tremen-
dous example for them. They spend
many nights in our basement playing
basketball and pretending to be one of
the HANC players. When the guys are
over at our house they take the time to
talk and play with them and it makes
them feel great. In a school where in
four years I have heard nothing but
positive comments and support from
both the parents and administration, I
can’t say it surprises me, but it certainly
makes me proud to be a part of the
HANC family.

IN MY VIEW
Continued from Page One

Power of belief

B Y  Y A F F I  S P O D E K  

HAFTR senior Jaclyn Yael Schein
recently won first place at the New York
State Science and Engineering Fair. As an
Intel International Science and Engineering
Fair Finalist, she will travel to Reno, Nevada
from May 10-16 to compete in a week-long
international science competition. 

Schein, 17, of Woodmere, aspires to
pursue a career in scientific research. In the
fall, she will attend MIT, where she plans to
study materials science and biological engi-
neering. 

Her winning project, which she worked
on at SUNY Stony Brook, examined ways to
blend different types of plastics together.
“My project examined the physical proper-
ties of novel polymer blends,” Schein
explained to The Jewish Star. “Different
types of polymers need to be recycled sepa-
rately because they do not blend well, which
significantly adds to the cost of recycling. In
this project, I used a co-solvent called super-
critical carbon dioxide to develop a method
of blending different polymers, potentially
reducing the need to separate plastics for
recycling. These novel polymer blends could
have a range of practical applications, from

LCD screens to medical devices.”
Schein worked under the guidance of

Dr. Miriam Rafailovich and Rebecca Isseroff,
and plans to continue the project this sum-
mer at Stony Brook.

Another HAFTR senior, Rachel Bandler,
won Honorable Mention in Behavioral Sci-
ence and the American Psychology Society
Award for her project that examined the
applicability of Markov mathematical chains
in predicting human behavioral choices. 

The Intel International Science and
Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF) is the world’s
largest international pre-college science
competition in which more than 1,500 high
school students showcase their independent
research to compete for nearly $4 million in
prizes and scholarships. 

HAFTR’s big
winners

Jaclyn Yael Schein

5The Jewish Star     April 10, 2009

2
7
1
3
5
5



FFoorr  aa  ccoommpplleettee  lliissttiinngg  ooff  uuppccoommiinngg
ccoommmmuunniittyy  eevveennttss,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  iitteemmss

tthhaatt  ddiiddnn’’tt  mmaakkee  iitt  iinnttoo  tthhee  pprriinntt
eeddiittiioonn,,  ggoo  ttoo

wwwwww..tthheejjeewwiisshhssttaarr..ccoomm..

Manhattan - The Yeshiva University
Museum is hosting a special event
on Sunday, April 12, Chol Hamoed
Pesach. “Spiritual Liberation: How
The Zohar Reimagines God” will fea-
ture Kabbalah scholar Daniel Matt
discussing the Zohar. His talk will be
presented in conjunction with “I of
the Storm,” a new collection of
paintings by neo-expressionist
Michael Hafftka, who will be there
as well. In honor of the holiday,
admission will be free all day.
Museum hours are 11:00 a.m. to 5
p.m. The museum is located at 15 W.
16th St. between 5th and 6th
Avenues in Manhattan. For more

information, please call (212) 294
8330 or visit www.yumuseum.org. 

West Hempstead - Hebrew
Academy of Nassau County is spon-
soring two Chol Hamoed events
open to children from all schools.
On Monday, April 13, from 9 a.m. to 3
p.m., they will hold their annual
baseball clinic at Echo Park by
George Digiovanni (WH PAL
Commissioner). The program is lim-
ited to the first 30 boys who sign
up, in grades 5-9. The cost is $36 for
the day, which includes drinks and a
day of instruction. On Tuesday, April
14, will be the annual laser tag event
at Q-ZAR in Carle Place. The price of
$18 includes drinks, 2 games of
laser tag and unlimited video games
for girls and boys grades 3-8. For
more information and to reserve a
spot, please call Betty at (516) 565-

0189 or e-mail mbnra@aol.com. 

Cedarhurst - Chabad is hosting the
Meal of Moshiach on Thursday, April
16 at 6:30 p.m., marking the Baal
Shem Tov’s tradition of acknowledg-
ing Moshiach’s spirit on the last day
of Passover. Join us for inspirational
stories, songs, matzah & wine led by
Rabbi Heshy Epstein, Executive
Director of Chabad of South
Carolina. The meal will take place at
Chabad, 74 Maple Ave in Cedarhurst.
To RSVP, call (516) 295-2478. 

Lynbrook - Congregation Beth
David of Lynbrook is having an
indoor garage sale on Sunday April
19 from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. at 188
Vincent Ave. Buy a table for only
$35. For more information, call
Helene at (516) 599-2570. 

Cedarhurst - Chabad is hosting
Youth Zone III on Sunday, April 19
from 10:00 to 12 noon. Youth Zone is
a fun filled program, for children
ages three to six, that promotes
Jewish values and friendship

through games and crafts. It will be
held at Chabad, 74 Maple Avenue in
Cedarhurst. Registration is required.
For more information, please call
(516) 295-2478. 

Hewlett - The Hewlett House, a
free, non-profit community resource
center for cancer patients, is host-
ing Wig Day on Sunday, April 19 from
1:30 – 3:30 p.m. at 86 East Rockaway
Road in Hewlett. Professional hair
stylists and beauticians are volun-
teering their expertise to select the
perfect wig and hair style for any
woman who needs one due to hair
loss from cancer. Mini-facials will
also be given. Refreshments will be
provided by South Nassau’s Cancer
Center. Cancer patients, their fami-
lies and friends are invited to
attend. All services as well as wigs
are free. For more information,
please contact Hewlett House at
(516) 374-3190. 

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC will
host a Yom Hashoah commemora-
tion on Sunday, April 19 from 7:00 to
8:45 p.m. All are invited to view an

art exhibit and hear Hy Horowitz,
who will share his memories of lib-
erating a camp as a GI in the U.S.
Army. This program is made possi-
ble by the hard work of JECOCO’s
Yom Hashoah Committee, made up
of synagogue representatives, sur-
vivors, and community organiza-
tions. The JCC is located at 15 Neil
Court. For more information, please
contact Joan Goldfaden at (516)766-
4341, ext. 128 or jgoldfaden@fried-
bergjcc.org. 

Lawrence - Congregation Beth
Sholom is hosting a Yom Hashoah
commemoration for the community
on Monday, April 20 at 7:45 p.m. at
390 Broadway (at Washington
Avenue). The keynote speaker will
be Professor Nechama Tec, author
of “Defiance.” The program will fea-
ture a survivor video testimony,
third generation awareness presen-
tation and a musical performance
by Baruch Abittan. 

Oceanside - The Young Israel of
Oceanside is hosting a Yom
Hashoah Program on Tuesday, April
21 at 7:30 p.m. The program will fea-
ture a guest speaker, Holocaust
Survivor Sally Weiner, with partici-
pation by community youth. The
Young Israel is located at 150
Waukena Ave. For more information,
please call Miriam Baum-Benkoe at
(516) 678-1585. 

Great Neck - Temple Israel of Great
Neck is hosting an exhibition on
Oskar Schindler, the German-
Catholic industrialist who rescued
Jews during the Holocaust. The
exhibit can be viewed at 108 Old Mill
Rd in Great Neck through May 3. For
more information, please call (516)
482-4399. 

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC , is
hosting its 1st Annual “Try”athalon
on Sunday April 26 from 1:30 to 3:30
p.m. Distance in 20 minute intervals

will be measured in running, biking,
and swimming events. All activities
take place at Friedberg JCC Health,
Fitness and Aquatics Center, 15 Neil
Court in Oceanside. Prizes will be
awarded to winners. Light refresh-
ments and T-shirt will be provided.
The cost is $20 and proceeds will
benefit Friedberg JCC and Sunrise
Day Camp. Space is limited, so
advance registration is suggested.
For more information, please call
(516) 766-4341, ext. 130 or e-mail
Aschiller@friedbergjcc.org. 

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting a free HBO documentary
series on Alzheimer’s. “The Memory
Loss Tapes” will be shown on
Wednesday, April 29 from 7:30-9:30
p.m. This documentary takes an inti-
mate look into the lives of seven
individuals living with Alzheimer’s,
each in an advanced state of
dementia across the full spectrum
of the progression of the disease.
The second documentary,
“Caregivers,” will be shown on
Wednesday, May 6, from 8 to 9:30
p.m. This documentary is seen
through the lens of five individuals
caring for family members suffering
from the disease, conveying the
sacrifices and success of people
who experience their loved ones’
gradual descent into dementia. Both
films will be followed by light
refreshments and a question and
answer session. The JCC is located
at 15 Neil Court in Oceanside. For
more information, please call (516)
766-4341 ext. 131 or e-mail: rbrucken-
stein@friedbergjcc.org. 

Oceanside - South Nassau
Community Hospital is offering Free
Head & Neck Cancer Screenings on
Friday, May 1 from 9 a.m. until 1 p.m.
in the hospital’s Conference Center
A & B. South Nassau is located at
One Healthy Way in Oceanside. For
more information or to register,
please call (516) 632-3350.

ON THE

Calendar

Employed, but need help?
Unemployed, and wondering
where to turn for help? Wonder no
more! The Orthodox Union Job
Board, along with several other
communal organizations, is host-
ing a Jewish Community Services
Expo on Sunday, April 26, that will
answer all of your questions.
Whether you are gainfully
employed but still need help in
areas out of your control, or are
unemployed and want to learn
how to navigate the system, this
expo is for you.

The expo will begin at 12 noon
and continue until 4:00 p.m., and
will be held at Landers College for
Women, 225 West 60th St. in Man-
hattan. 

Come learn about free services
that are available in your commu-
nity that can help those you know.
See how knowledge of what is
available can help save you from
pending financial stress. Learn
available options from profession-
al Jewish service organizations,
chesed groups and government
offices.

For the first time anywhere, 35
diverse organizations will appear

under one roof and give you the
information you need to empower
your life –– Employment services,
Unemployment information, Food
programs, Vocational Training,
Health Care, E-Learning/Adult edu-
cation, Job placement tools, Ser-
vices for the aging, Family and
psychological services, Medical
services, Disability services, Ser-
vices for the deaf and special
needs, Services for children, and
much more.

Also, a resume tune-up class
will be featured. In 15 minutes you
can update your resume and be
ready to present it at a moment’s
notice. (Registration is required ––
first come first served.)

In addition, come to our open
seminars and get your life moti-
vated with a special presentation
by Red Katz. To learn and hear Red
please go to the OU Job Board
archives at www.oujobs.org

This is a free event. To gain
access to this Expo please register
online at www.oujobs.org. You can
also register by e-mail at jobs
@ou.org. Please enclose your full
name, city and state and we will
register for you.

Jewish job expo
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Help Wanted

REAL ESTATE

Houses For Rent

BOCA WOODS:  FOR Rent or Buy, 3 BR 
House/ Ranch, 2.5 Bths, Family Room, 
Pool, on Golf Course.  Won't Last! 
516-984-5941

Apartments For Rent

CEDARHURST NO FEE Modern 2BD, 2Bth,  
CAC, W/W, W/D, Storage, PrivateEntrance,
Indoor Parking, Near All. Starting At $1650 
(516)860-6889/ (516)852-5135

LAWRENCE: 2 BR, 2.5 Bath Duplex Apt./
Indoor Garage, Terrace, EIK, Patio, W/D,
Walk-in Closet, Plenty Storage Space,
Dishwasher. Convenient to Transportation.
Call Owner 516-569-3700

Help Wanted

ROCKVILLE CENTRE: BEAUTIFUL 2 bed-
room condo unit. 24 hour doorman build-
ing.  Mint Con-dition!  Quiet, bright south-
ern exposure.  Recently renovated.  Eat-in-
kitchen, dining room, large living room, 2
bedrooms, 2 full baths, and an outdoor ter-
race.  Underground parking garage--2 par-
ing spaces.  Walk to town and LIRR.
$3,000 per month unfurnished.  Furniture
also available.  Call Julie Z. at Links Realty,
516-764-1600.

Florida Real Estate

SUNNY FLORIDA, Own or Rent Your
Dream House, Price Reduced! Motivated
Owner.  Championship Golf Courses,
Boca Raton Boca Woods Country Club.
LOCATION...LOCATION...LOCATION!
This 2 BR with Convertible Den, 2 Bths,
2-Car Garage, Large LR, DR, Breakfast
Area is Situated on a Cul-de-sac Street
with a MAGNIFICENT LAKE VIEW.  Brand
New Tile Roof.  An Oversized Patio with a
PRIVATE POOL Completes this Unique
Residence.  Boca Woods Features two
18-hole Championship Golf Courses,
Driving Range, Har Tru Tennis Courts,
Fitness Center, Large Heated Community
Pool, Separate Cabana Grill, Beautiful
Very Active Clubhouse, Pro Shop 
and Valet Parking for Residents and
Guests.  A Golf Course Membership is
Required. MOTIVATED SELLER/ LAND-
LORD Was $360K...NOW $269K. or
Rent:  Was $4,250...NOW $2900/
Month Please Call or E-mail Sunny
Rappapor t for More Information or 
a Showing of this Lovely Property.  BRAN-
HAM REALTY INC. 561-306-2119
sunny.rappaport@ gmail.com

Help Wanted

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Garage Sales

LYNBROOK 4/19, 10AM-4PM,
Congregation Beth David, 188 Vincent Ave,
Sellers Also Wanted, Buy A Table For $35.
Call 516-599-9464

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

ADVERTISING SALES 
REPRESENTATIVE

Richner Communications, Publisher of 
The Jewish Star, Seeks Advertising Sales 
Representatives for a Lucrative Territory 
in the Five Towns.  Must Have a Car 
and Phone. Competitive Compensation 
Package Includes Salary, Commission, 
Bonus and Excellent Benefits. Qualified 
Candidates Should E-mail a Cover Letter 
with Salary Requirements and Resume 
to mfertig@thejewishstar.com. No Phone 
Calls, Please.

Help Wanted

EDITOR/ REPORTER
Herald Community Newspapers, a 15-edi-
tion chain of local, community newspa-
pers, seeks an experienced newspaper
editor-reporter for one of its papers cov-
ering communities on the South Shore of
Nassau County.  We focus on community
news, on the people in the neighbor-
hoods we serve, covering the schools, 
events, crimes, celebrations, issues and 
happenings that affect our readership.
Qualified applicants must have at least
three years newspaper editing and
reporting experience.  Applicants must
provide a salary range sought. 
Benefits, good salary.

E-mail or fax resume to EDITOR, to
B. Barkley, Human Resources.
E-mail: BBarkley@liherald.com

Fax:  (516) 569-4942
Or mail to 2 Endo Blvd.,
Garden City, NY 11530
No phone calls, please.

INDIVIDUAL NEEDED with Good Phone 
Skills, to Schedule Appointments for 
Furniture Company, P/T, $10/ Hour, 
No Selling Involved. Fax Resume 
718-327-4792

JHS SCIENCE TEACHER FIVE TOWNS 
YESHIVA for  Sept' 09 Monday--Thursday, 
3pm--5:30pm. (718)327-6426/ Contact 
gsprincipal@gmail.com 

RECEPTIONIST/ SECRETARY PT In 
Lawrence: Front Desk Work, Phones, 
Mail, Walk-ins, Occ. Sales Calls/ Upscale, 
Supply Management. Req: Computer 
Literacy, Pleasant, People And Com-
munication Skills. Noon To 5PM. Send 
Resume To careers@talknsave.net 

SERVICES

Handyman

HANDYMAN SERVICES: ALL Home
Repairs And Improvements. No Job Too Big
Or Too Small. Shomer Shabbat. Call 516-
984-4069

Moving & Storage

AVODA
MOVING & TRUCKING
We Are All You Need

To Move!
516-315-3710
usdot#1699485

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Tutoring

TEACHER AVAILABLE To Tutor Hebrew & 
Yiddish. All Ages. Reasonable Rates. Call 
516-432-7260

CLASSIFIEDS
To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205

C
79

55

ADVERTISING CONSULTANTS
JOIN OUR TEAM!

• SALES EXPERIENCE

• STRONG COMMUNICATION SKILLS

• CREATIVE

• ENERGETIC

• CAR NECESSARY

SALARY, WEEKLY COMMISSIONS, EXPENSES
BONUS QUARTERLY, 401K, HEALTH BENEFITS, 

DENTAL,  LIFE INSURANCE, 
VACATION,  SICK & PERSONAL TIME

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of the                 Community NewspapersPublishers of the                 Community Newspapers

CareersCareers

FOR

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: RGLICKMAN@LIHERALD.COM

FOR

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: RGLICKMAN@LIHERALD.COM

ADVERTISING PROFESSIONALS
JOIN OUR TEAM!

• SALES EXPERIENCE
• STRONG COMMUNICATION SKILLS
• CREATIVE
• ENERGETIC
• CAR NECESSARY

SALARY, WEEKLY COMMISSIONS, EXPENSES
BONUS QUARTERLY, 401K, HEALTH BENEFITS, 

DENTAL,  LIFE INSURANCE, 
VACATION,  SICK & PERSONAL TIME.

*PART-TIME POSITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE

CareersCareers

FOR

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: MFERTIG@THEJEWISHSTAR.COM

FOR

CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: MFERTIG@THEJEWISHSTAR.COM

c8
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INSIDE AD CONSULTANTS

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of the                 

Community Newspapers and   

For Confidential Interview
Email Your Resume to: EReynolds@LIHerald.com

Publishers of the                 
Community Newspapers and   

Join Our Team!
• Strong Communication Skills
• Sales Experience
• Creative
• Energetic
• Computer Skills

Salary, Weekly Commissions, Spiffs, 
Bonus Quarterly, Health Benefits,
Dental, 401K, Life Insurance,
Vacation, Sick & Personal Time

C
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REAL ESTATE

Real Estate

***FREE FORECLOSURES LISTINGS 

***Over 200,000 properties nationwide. 

LOW Down Payment. Call NOW! 

1-800-658-1580

Real Estate

UPSTATE, NARROWSBURG- CHARM-

ING Village Farmhouse! Living Room, 

Dining Room, EIK, Three Bedrooms, Two 

Baths, Den Wide-Plank Floors, Garage. 

Quaint Setting. $199,000 #6292 

www.eaglevalleyrealty.com

Open Houses

HEWLETT SUNDAY 1/18, BY

APPOINT. 1185 EAST BROADWAY

CO-OP Large 2 BR's, Elevator, Top 

Floor, $325K. Marjorie Hausman Realty 

516-569-5110

LAWRENCE CO-OPS SUNDAY 1/18, 

BY APPOINT. 1 ROSALIND PL. 2 BR, 2 

Bth, Private Terrace, $225K; Redone 1 

BR With Terrace, $235K; Studio, $105K. 

Marjorie Hausman Realty 516-569-5110

Open Houses

WOODMERE: SUNDAY 1/18, BY

APPOINT. 2 CLUBSIDE DR. Cedar

Glen Condo SD#14, 4 BRs, 3.5 Bths, 

Den, Pool, Tennis, $609,500. Marjorie 

Hausman Realty 516-569-5110

ome Experience This Gorgeous

Contemporary Style Home In The

Heart Of Woodmere Park. Brand

New Construction with Top Of

The Line Workmanship. 10 Ft. ceil-

ings dramatize the elegance and

grandure of this showpiece home. The Mas-

ter suite has an oversized marble bath, and

the additonal 5 spacious bedrooms and 2 full

baths are ideal for a large family. The Cus-

tom Granite Kosher Kitchen features an

abundance of cabinets. Custom Brazillian/

Malaysian Wood Floors throughout this

spectacular showcase. The location on a

quiet street makes this home great for kids

and families. Call Weissman Realty, 516-791-

6100 to make an appointment to preview

this gorgeous property and experience the

Virtual Tour.

C

The finest in luxury living

Weissman Realty Group
335 Central Avenue, 2nd Floor • Lawrence

516-791-6100 • www.weissmanrealty.com

1/15 VIPROPERTIES
We Can Help You Find the Home of Your Dreams

516-791-1313
1208 Broadway, Hewlett

www.vipropertiesny.com

r1
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OPEN HOUSES SUNDAY JANUARY 18

WOODMERE 49 NEPTUNE AVE. 12-2 Renov. Col. 5BR, 2.5Bth, SD#14 . $589K

N. WDMR 501 HUNGRY HARBOR RD. 12-2 Hi-Ranch, 4BR, 2.5Bth . . . $619K

HEWLETT 393 HAMILTON AVE. 12-2 New Construction, Col. 4BR, 2.5Bth $689K

VALLEY STREAM 49 SPRUCE LN. 1-3  All Redone, 3BR Ranch SD#24 . $399K

******************************************

HEWLETT NECK Totally Redone Split Ranch 5 BR, 4.5 Bth, IGP . . . . $2.990M.

HEWLETT NECK Colonial Renov 5BR, 3.5Bth, IGP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.799M.

HEWLETT HARBOR Excl Newly Built 6BR, 4Bth, 6000 sq. ft . . . . . . . $3.999M.

HEWLETT HARBOR Waterfront Ranch 6BR, 4.5Bth, 1.7 Acres . . . . . . . $3.5M.

HEWLETT HARBOR SD#20 4BR, 5Bth, IGP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.059M.

HEWLETT Ranch 3BR, 1.5Bth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . . . . . . $525K

HEWLETT Exp Ranch, Mint 3BR 2Bth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 $525K

HEWLETT 4BR Col. SD#14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . . . . $495K

WOODSBURGH Exp. Ranch, 5BR, 3Bth, SD #14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1.499M.

OLD WOODMERE Young Col., 4/5BR, 2.5Bth, Very Deep O/S Prop. . . . $1.2M.

WOODMERE Col., 5BR, 4.5Bth, IGP . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $
1.150M

WOODMERE 3BR, 3Bth, Col on ABC Streets, All Redone . . . . . . . . . . . . $599K

WOODMERE Stucco Splanch 4BR, 2.5Bth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $590K

WOODMERE Condo, 3BR, 3.5Bth, Fin. Bsmt . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $575K

N.WOODMERE Contemp. 5BR, 3Bth, Hi-Ranch, All New . . . . . . . . . . . . $899K

N.WOODMERE Brookfield Split, 4BR, 3Bth, Redone . . . . Rent $3,500/ $795K

N.WOODMERE 5BR, 2.5Bth Col. SD#14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $729K

N.WOODMERE Col. IGP, 4BR, 2.5Bth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 $775K

N.WOODMERE Tiffany Split 3BR, 2.5Bth, SD#14 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $650K

N.WOODMERE Col. SD #14, 4BR, 2.5Bth, Full Bsmt. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $629K

CEDARHURST Hi-Ranch, 6BR, 3Bths, All Lg. Rms . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $765K

VALLEY STREAM Redone Split, 3BRs, 1.5Bths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $584,9K

*****************RENTALS *****************

N. WOODMERE Colonial 4BR, 4Bth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 . $4,000

WOODMERE Col. 3BR, 3Bth . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
. . . . . . $2,900

VALLEY STREAM Bldg Gibson Spacious Studio, Sep BR Area . . . . . . . $1,000

&

EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW FOR

STRESS FREE DOWNSIZING

The Plaza

360 Central Ave, Lawrence-Suite 410

January 25, 2009 at 2pm

Kosher refreshments will be served

RSVP: Pugatch Realty 

516-295-3000 ext 143 by January 21, 2009

Enter our drawing to 

WIN DINNER FOR TWO
(Limited Seating Call Today) r1
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FREE Informative Seminar
brought to you by:

Lori & Associates
LI Realty Inc.

516-791-8300
www.Loriandassociates.com

r1
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OPEN HOUSES, SUN. JAN. 18th

HEWLETT: 1623 Nelson Ct. 12-2pm SD#14

Col., culdesac, 5BR, Granite EIK, FBsmt, 87x214 $599k

WOODMERE: 711 Arbuckle Ave. 1-2:30pm 

Expanded HiRanch, 2 Dens, Granite EIK, 5BR  .$689k

WOODMERE: 570 Leheigh Ln. 12-1:30pm SD#14

Hewlett Pk area: 3 Levels, 7BR, 5Bth, Den/fpl  .$799k

WOODMERE: 828 King St. By Appt. New Exclusive

All done split, 4BR, LNew Granite Kit, New Bths $599k

N. WOOD: Split, 4Br, EIK, 2 Dens, 65x103, SD14  . .$625K

WOOD:Split,ABC St’s,4Br,3Bth,Lr/fpl,FDR, EIK, Den $629K

Academy Area: Stucco Renov HiRanch, SD14  . .$659K

CED: Semi Attached Col. 3Br, 1.5Bth, 25x127 prop $399K

BACK LAW: Brick Col 8Br, 6Bth, 6Fpl, IGpool  . .$2.9M

HEWLETT: HiRanch 4Br,3Bth,Eik,Den,New Roof & Wndws  .$625K

COOPS AVAILABLE

CEDARHUST: 1st Fl. Lr/Dr, 1BR, 1Bth, Parking  . . . . . .$169K

LAWRENCE: 2nd Fl. (Jr 4), Lg Br, Lr, Dr, Kit  . . . . . .$159K

HEWLETT: 1st Fl, 2Br, 2Bth, Eik, Terrace  . . . . . . . . . .$239K

HEWLETT: 1st Fl, 3Br, 2Bth, ALL NEW, Terr, W/D  . . . .$369K

HEWLETT: 1st Fl. (Jr 4), Terrace, Great Deal  . . . . . . . . .$149K

Jan Kalman
(516) 569-5651

“WE MAKE IT HAPPEN”

www.JanKalman.com

OPEN HOUSES, January 18th

CED 427 Barnard (12:30-2)New 5BR Col. . . . . . . .Red! $999K-$1,050M

GIBSON 129 Edgeworth (12-1:30)SD14. Col.4BR.Den,Playrm.  . .Lo$4s

HEW 1477 Peninsula (12-1:30)SD14. 3BR Ranch. Den, Bsmt  . .$399K

LYN 296 Hendrickson (11:30-1)SD20. 4BR Col. Updtd.  . . . . . . .$299K

N.WDM 722 Park Ln (By Appt)Mint 4BR Rnch. 3Bth. Good prop. Hi$5s

WDM. 1033 W. B’way (12:30-2) SD14 Updtd 4BR Col. Lg prop.  . .$439K

WDM. 563 Sunset Dr (By Appt)Lg 4BR Split. Updtd EIK, Lg prop$Low $6s

WDM. 602 Church (11-12:30)1st show! Immac 3BR,2.5Bth Spl. $595K

CED. Spac 3BR, 2Bth Exp Rnch. Fab lg prop. EIK. Rm to expand $449K

HEW. NECK Country setting. Updtd 5BR Col. set on 1/2 acre . .$1.250M

WDM. Spac 3BR Rnch. LR/fpl, New EIK, Den/fpl. AAAA loc.  . . . .$499K

WDM. Saddle Rdg. SD14 Updtd 4BR Split. H/W flrs. Huge prop.  . .$749K

WDM. “Doctor’s Row” Ours Alone. Grand 8BR Col. Lg prop.  . .$1.290M

NO. WDM. SD14 Totally Renov Split. 4BR, 3Bth, Lg prop/IGP  . . .$649K

NO. WDM. Immac 5BR, 3Bth Col. Quiet Str. Lg prop. Near Park . .$699K

CO-OP/ WDM. Renov 2BR, 2Bth EIK, hi ceils, h/w flrs. Elev.  . . .$269K

r1
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SELL YOUR HOUSE
in our Real Estate Section. Call 516-569-4000, 

press 5 to speak to an Account Executive.

SELLING YOUR
HOUSE?

run Your Ad in The Jewish Star
Just Call Our Classified

Department at
516-632-5205

Weigh the Advantages
of Legal Advertising in 

For information on rates and 
coverage, contact our Legals Dept.

at 516-569-4000.

THE
JEWISH
STAR

THE
JEWISH
STAR

One
phone call,
one order,

one heck of 
a good price

to run your ad
in any state, 
or across the

country. 
Call the 

USA Classified
Network
today! 
1-800-

231-6152

HIRING?
run Your Ad in The Jewish Star

Just Call Our Classified
Department at
516-632-5205

Offices: Brooklyn & Long Island For Appt: 516-652-9583
Asst. Professor at Daemen College Grad School DrPJSloan@hotmail.com

Pessy J. Sloan Ph.D.
NYS Licensed and Certified

Clinical and School Psychologist

“Tachlis” - Oriented Techniques
Adults, Teens and Children
Expertise: Depression, Anxiety, and Parenting Skills
Over 10 Years Experience 

2
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We pass along full donation value.
Call Chabad Direct:1(800)37-DONATE

Turn your Used Car into a New Mitzvah
It’s fully tax deductible & helps needy

Jews of all backgrounds

UMBRELLA TZEDAKA   COLLECTION

We Send a Mentsch, Not a Middleman! No “Gifts” That Jeopardize Deductibility.

Save on your Taxes by Donating Instead of Trading In!
MAXIMUM DEDUCTION GIVEN

Prompt 
Pickup!

FREE Towing!

(36628)

The Coastline Group 
seeks Partners/Investors $250K for 10% return +
equity in the Real Estate. Call 786-251-5509 or 

Visit us at www.thecoastlinegroup.com/
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For The Frum Community
By The Frum Community

Buy and Sell Gently Used & New Clothing
and so much more.

Ruthie S. (516)967-6929 • Ruthie W. (516)987-7914



major festival Shavuot, by seven
weeks;  and within those weeks
are the connecting days that
possess their own inherent sig-
nificance” (Celebrating the Jew-
ish Year, The Jewish Publica-
tions Society, 2009). 

This segment of time is
called Sefirat Ha’Omer and
serves as a time link between
the two major religious feasts
that are framed by the Exodus
experience and the giving of the
Torah at Mount Sinai.

The counting, which begins
on the second night of Pesach,
forces us to look ahead, to the
Sefirah period, to Yom Hashoah,
to Yom Ha’atzmaut, to Lag
Ba’Omer, to Yom Yerushalayim
and ultimately to Shavuot itself.
It is a forward moving counting
exercise that forces one to view
the calendar as if it was a litur-
gical work itself that assists in
the propelling of time.

There are several books
that I wish to bring to your
attention that should help give
you an intellectual and emotion-
al insight into the deeper mean-
ings of these times. 

The first is entitled “Rabbi
Joseph B. Soloveitchik on
Pesach, Sefirat ha-Omer and
Shavu’ot,” edited by Rabbi
David Shapiro and published by
Urim Publications. 

According to the editor,
each chapter of this book deals
with an area of halachic learn-
ing in which the Rav made a
significant contribution to our
understanding of that particular
sugya. These chiddushim are
presented in a clear English,
although the Gemara citations
are, for the most part, not trans-
lated.

Also, each theme is
explored and explained in a
manner that demonstrates its
relevance beyond its original
immediate context, thus giving
it a broader meaning and appli-
cation to Jewish law and obser-
vance.

The range of topics starts
with an analysis of the relation-
ship between the importance of
the Exodus experience as
detailed in our daily liturgical
regimen to that as practiced at
the seder on Pesach. Also, the
unique recitation of the Hallel
service is analyzed for the inner
meanings of its being recited
twice during the first two
evenings of the holiday.

The whole concept con-
cerning the importance of
kavana (deep concentration and
devotion) while doing a mitzvah
is given extensive treatment.
This spiritual mental exercise is
placed in its proper perspective
and should serve as an apt mus-
sar shmooze for all of us.

This is followed by an
analysis of the quantitative as
well as qualitative aspects of the
numerous laws concerning Sefi-
rat HaOmer.

One fascinating chapter
deals with the historical dispute
in the proper dating of Shavuot
between the Pharisees, the Sad-
ducees and the Boethusians, a
dispute whose ultimate resolu-
tion was to settle all major dis-
putes in Jewish law in favor of
the Pharisees.

The last two chapters deal
with the 10 commandments,
specifically the first through the
fourth, and the Rav’s take on

the textual analy-
sis, as well as the
theological impor-
tance that is
behind the central-
ity of these
mitzvot to our
faith.

A common
theme that flows
through this vol-
ume is the con-
trast between the
spiritual and
physical darkness
as represented by
the Egyptian
servitude and
the spiritual
light as demon-
strated at Mt.
Sinai.

Rabbi Shlo-
mo Aviner is
one of Rabbi
Zvi Yehudah
Kook, zt”l’s
leading disci-
ples and one of
Rav Avraham Yitzchak HaCohen
Kook, zt”l’s leading ideological
advocates today. His outspoken
demeanor is reflected in an
interesting sefer entitled,
“Moadim Lesimcha: Explo-
rations into the Jewish Holi-
days” (Urim  Publications,
2002). 

Relevant to this review are
the chapters that deal with Rav
Aviner’s take on such timely
issues as the Aish Kodesh’s
views and teachings concerning
the Holocaust and of Rav Avin-
er’s own personal quest as to
where G–d was during the
Holocaust.

Rav Aviner’s treatment of
Pesach focuses attention on his
commentary on the ma’aseh
b’Rabbi Eliezer, the 10 plagues
and their theological and histor-
ical significance.

The splitting of the sea and
its importance to us today, espe-
cially when we consider that it
is commemorated in our liturgy
every day of the year, is dealt
with by citing the opinions of
Rav Zadok HaKohen of Lublin’s
teachings on this sacred event.

Yom Ha’atzmaut, Lag
Ba’Omer and Yom Yerushalayim
are each given separate treat-
ment, with a chapter detailing
the deep contemporary spiritual
importance that they have come
to signify to the Jewish people.
Discussed therein are the con-
cepts of redemption, the birth
pangs of the mashiach and the
mitzvah  of yishuv and kedushat
Eretz Yisrael.

Rav Aviner notes that
Jerusalem is not mentioned
once in the Torah, and he uses
this as his take off point for an
interesting and intriguing Yom
Yerushalayim drasha.

Shavuot is dealt with in tra-
ditional fashion, with an Aviner
touch of his own take on revela-
tion, prophecy and whether the
giving of the Torah was a fully
voluntary experience. All this
truly makes for some very inter-
esting Sefira reading.

AA  ttiimmeellyy  ttrriibbuuttee
This past Friday marked the

40th yahrtzeit of one of our
nation’s most beloved rabbonim,
HaRav Aryeh Levin, zt”l. Surely,
this writer would be remiss if he
did not devote space to the life’s
work of this spiritual angel who
graced the holy city of
Jerusalem with his “bren for

chain and ahavat Yisrael” at a
time when it needed it the most.

Recently, in anticipation of
this commemorative, Feldheim
Publishers re-issued one of their
greatest biographical classics, “A
Tzaddik in our Time” by one of
Israel’s greatest writers, Simcha
Raz.

Originally published in
Hebrew in 1972, it was pub-
lished in English in 1976 by
Rabbi Isaiah Dvorkas and trans-
lated by Charles Wengrov. A
new, revised and expanded edi-
tion was recently published,
edited by Deena Nataf with the
assistance of Rabbi Binyamin
Levene.

It is truly a joy to behold
the respect and veneration that
the public had and still has for
Rav Levin inasmuch as all edi-
tions of Simcha Raz’s book have
been runaway bestsellers.

Any attempt by me to sum-
marize Rav Levin’s life story
would  be inadequate. My only
effort here will be to focus on
my own personal tribute to the
man who has come to represent
the best that the Israel rabbinate
has ever offered in service to all
Klal Yisrael through his deed
and by his example.

In his forward to the sec-
ond English edition, Rav Levin’s
grandson, Rabbi Levene states
that in observing his grandfa-
ther he came to learn the fol-
lowing:

“Simple can be deep and
profound.

Extremism is not an expres-
sion of holiness.

You can serve G-d and be
‘normal.’”

Given all the contention
and strife within our people
today, we all have much to learn
from the legacy of one who
passed from our midst four
decades ago at this season but
whose legacy and spiritual
yerusha we can all learn from
during this Pesach and Sefira
Zeman. “A Tzaddik in our Time’
deserves your undivided atten-
tion.

YYoomm  HHaasshhooaahh  ttrriibbuuttee
The next Bookworm  will,

iy”h pay tribute to a true Holo-
caust hero, Rav Joseph Tzvi Car-
lebach, hy”d (The Ish Yehudi),
the last Chief Rabbi of Ham-
burg, the diary of Moshe Malz,
and a special review of “Princes
Among Men.” 
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Private party rooms perfect for: your bar mitzva, bat mitzva, pidyon haben, sheva brachot,
wedding or any other occasion up to 150 guests.

We are happy to host your seminar, conference or corporate meeting.

Lunch/Dinner Menus  • Entire menu available for take-out
Inquiries and reservations Tel: 516-374-9200 • E-mail: TeaForTwo5T@gmail.com

Chalav Yisrael/Pas Yisrael/Kemach Yashon under the 5 Towns Vaad

564 Central Avenue, Cedarhurst, NY 11516
Tel: 516 374 9200 Fax: 516 374 9202

Sunday Family Funday
Bond with your kids from 

11am - 3pm Enjoy a delectable
brunch in a private kid-friendly
room, $16.99 for Adult Brunch

Menu and only $9.99 for Kids 4-12
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Monday Madness
Dine-in with us and automatically 

enjoy 10% off your total bill

Tuesday Complimentary 
Music Night

Relax to the soothing sounds of 
Live Music while enjoying a 

sumptuous dinner prepared by 
our culinary experts

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~
Wednesday Ladies Night

Complimentary cocktail or glass of
wine served with dinner to Ladies

(21 and over) 

Tea for Two Loyalty Card
As a way of showing gratitude to our
loyal patrons, simply collect your Tea

for Two receipts. Once you have
accumulated a total of $1,000, pres-

ent them and you will be awarded our
Loyalty Card which entitles you to 10%

off and can be used anytime.
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Win a Dinner for Two
Bring us your business card for a

chance to win dinner for two. Winners
will be notified via email

promotions are subject to change 

Tea for Two is an Italian dairy restaurant 
offering contemporary dining 

as well as a delectable sushi bar

Our culinary team prepares delicious antipasti, freshly made and hand-tossed 
salads, exceptional pizza and pasta, carefully prepared fish dishes, 

not to mention sinfully decadent desserts made daily by our renowned pastry chef
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Delivery
Available

JEWISH
COMMUNITY
SERVICES
EXPO

Free

SUNDAY APRIL 26, 2009
12 - 4 pm
LANDER COLLEGE FOR  WOMEN

227 WEST 60TH STREET (AT WEST END AVE) NYC

ADVANCE REGISTRATION: WWW.OUJOBS.ORG OR EMAIL JOBS@OU.ORG 
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Learn about free services for you and your family!
Meet one-on-one with people who can help!

!
30+ social service and 

   chesed organizations!
Expert Resume

    Tune-Ups!
Free Seminars!

CO - SPONSORS: Bainbridge Adult Day Health Care; Bensonhurst CoJo; COJO Flatbush; Credit Advocate Counseling Corp; Crown 
Heights Jewish Community Council; EPI Networking-Parnossa Initiative; FEGS Social and Human Services; Hebrew Free Burial 
Association; Hebrew Free Loan Society; Jackson Heights Kehillah (JCCWQ); JBFCS; Jewish Community Council of GCI; Jewish 
Community Council of Washington Heights; Jewish family Service of Bergen County; Lakewood Resource And Referral Center; 
Kids Unlimited; Masbia; Medicare Rights Center; Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty; National Council of Young Israel; 
Ohel Bais Ezra; Oneg Shabbos; Our Way for deaf and hard of hearing: PCS Agudah; Project Chizuk/Jewish Family Service; Relief 
Resources; Sephardic Career Services; Shorefront Jewish Community Council; The Eliezer Project; United Jewish Council; United 
Jewish Council of the East Side; Uri L’tzedek; Westchester Jewish Conference; Yachad/National Jewish Council for Disabilities
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April 24:
Yom Ha’atzmaut-Israel Independence Day

May 8:
Lag B’Omer/Mother’s Day

May 15:
Good Health

May 22:
Yom Yerushalayim/Jerusalem Day
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sales rep at 516-569-4000
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Helene Parsons x. 290
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Rachel Weinberg x. 271
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with the Kof-K, a nationally recog-
nized kosher supervision agency.
The relationship ended amicably,
according to both parties, after the
company made a business decision
to have just one hashgacha. For the
past three years Rabbi Soloveichik
has worked alone, with a team of
five mashgichim (kosher supervi-
sors). 

For more than two years, it
seems, either nobody noticed or
they pretended to not notice. 

“The Five Towns –– although
the entire kashrus industry was
aware of the issue –– we never
delved into it,” Rabbi Eisen said,
“and we allowed the product on
the shelves all these years.”

“You’re asking why it took this
long, perhaps that’s a valid ques-
tion,” admitted Rabbi Schonfeld.
“It’s possible that it was sort of
swimming along, riding the crest
of the Kof-K hashgacha.” 

Would it be fair then for con-
sumers to wonder about the level
of supervision by the Queens Vaad,
Rabbi Schonfeld was asked, given
an apparent failure to note what
turned out to be a significant
change?

“You might be right,” Rabbi
Schonfeld said, but the issue “arose
when the matzos began to arrive
and we felt that we just had to real-
ly think about this hard and we
just felt that we weren’t comfort-

able accepting this matzo ... If it
was on borscht it’s one thing, but
we’re talking about matzos.”

The problem with Streit’s lack
of a national hashgacha is that “we
don’t know enough about Rav
Moshe Soloveichik,” Rabbi Schon-
feld claimed. “He just doesn’t swim
in the kashrus world ... we’re not
saying he’s bad; not at all. We just
don’t know.”

“If this was a serious concern
you don’t wait until four weeks
before Passover to raise it,” retorted
Alan Adler, the director of opera-
tions of Aron Streit, Inc. He’s a
great-grandson of the company’s
founder and one of three cousins
who presently runs the business.  

He invited the Queens and
Five Towns vaads to inspect the
plant, he said, but neither did so.

“We took a heck of a risk
opening our doors to the local
vaads. Anyone could come down
and find a piece of dirt on the floor
or something else they don’t like.
They could have hurt our business.
But we have enough confidence in
what we do and in the Soloveichik
supervision that we would take
that risk,” Adler said.

The first hint that this year
wouldn’t be like all other years
came about a month ago when a
kosher market in Queens called
Adler to say the Vaad’s mashgiach
would not allow him to take deliv-
ery of Streit’s Matzo. Adler called
the Queens Vaad and said he was
told that the lack of national hash-
gacha was going to be a problem. 

“Rabbi Soloveichik always

says if someone is acting in good
faith and wants to examine our
facility they’ll do it in the fall. They
don’t wait” until right before the
holiday. 

“That’s an ambush,” Adler
said.

“If something happened, if
you became aware of a treif ingre-
dient, of course you have to act,”
said Rabbi Soloveichik in an inter-
view. “But to change a policy
immediately before Pesach shows
a lack of concern for other people.
People were stuck with orders,
with returns.”

“More than that, a person has
to assume responsibility for not
only what they say, but for the
impression that they create. And
when you do it at the last moment,
the impression that one creates is
that there was a question of
chametz, a question of a treif ingre-
dient, especially when this product
was accepted up until this
moment, every previous year,” he
said.

“We regret if we caused any
loss to anybody,” Rabbi Schonfeld
said. The Queens Vaad had viewed
its decision as “limited” and
“parochial” but watched it take on
unexpected weight, he explained.
“It snowballed and people all over
the country seemed to be riding
the train. That was not our inten-
tion.” 

The Five Towns Vaad and the
one in Queens tend to mirror each
other and act in concert, Rabbi
Eisen said, due to proximity and
similarities between constituencies.

Not everyone agrees the con-
cerns about Streit’s warranted
urgent action. One Five Towns rav
told The Jewish Star that he is
“very upset” about how the matter
was handled; another pointed out
that a private warning in time to
act before Pesach would have been
more appropriate.

A number of rabbis pointedly
announced there is no reason to
avoid Streit’s Matzo this Pesach.

In Oceanside, Rabbi Jonathan
Muskat first warned that due to
“the great halakhic stakes
involved” it would be better to buy
matzo with a reputable national
hashgacha. In a follow-up to mem-
bers of his Young Israel he wrote
that he had confirmed that mem-
bers of the nationally-recognized
Chicago Rabbinical Council (CRC)
had “personally inspected” the
Streit’s plant and “were satisfied
that, for this year, their products
met their kashrut standards,” and
would be allowed in CRC-super-
vised stores. “Since I became aware
of this new information, I believe
that one may rely on the CRC’s
stamp of approval and purchase
Streit’s products for Pesach this
year,” Rabbi Muskat wrote.

When the Kof-K began super-
vising the plant, “Streits spent
thousands upon thousands of dol-
lars making upgrades to accommo-
date the Kof-K,” said Rabbi Senter.
The changes were part of an
updated system of supervision he
devised for the plant.

The fact that changes had
been required was not particularly
significant, he cautioned.

“I’ve never been to a matzo
factory, regardless of who certifies
it –– and I’ve been to many –– that
there haven’t been changes that I
would have wanted to make if I
were to certify it. I would accept it
the way it was but if you want it
under my certification there are
changes and systems that I would
require.”

He has been inside the Streit’s
plant in Lower Manhattan within
the last month and said “to my
knowledge” the system he institut-
ed is still there. 

The other critical component
of kashrus is the quality of the
supervision itself, Rabbi Senter
explained. That he could not speak
to, although he has fielded calls
from many local kashruth organi-
zations seeking insight into the sit-
uation at Streit’s.

“The Kof-K does not give direc-
tion to vaads and does not tell them
what they should or shouldn’t do,
nor does the Kof-K comment to the
public on whether a specific certifi-
cation is acceptable or not,” said
Rabbi Senter, adding, “I don’t know
the details of why this started now.
My involvement began when Stre-
it’s called me up and asked me if I
could help them.” 

The Orthodox Union has also
been in the plant within the last
week, confirmed Rabbi Menachem
Genack, the rabbinic administrator
of the OU. 

That’s because Adler said he
plans to engage a national hash-
gacha once again to work with
Rabbi Soloveichik. “Fifteen years
ago the Streit’s name stood by
itself. Certainly the Soloveichik
name did. Nowadays if people
want a national hashgacha then
that’s what we will give them.”

STREIT’S 
Continued from Page One

8 The Jewish Star     April 10, 2009

2
7
1
3
5
0

Drama for Life!
PRESENTS…

A RINA C. HIRSCH
PRODUCTION

at
12:30 pm

A
W

 D
E

S
IG

N
 718.637.3055

FORWOMENONLY

DIRECTED BY:
RINA C.
HIRSCH

at
6:00 pm

DIRECTED BY:
NA’AMA

ROSENBERG

SUNDAY, MAY 17th, 2009
LAWRENCE HIGH SCHOOL

(Located at 2 Reilly Road, off Peninsula Blvd.,
Cedarhurst, NY)

FAMILY
SEATING

Proceeds to benefit:

SPONSORED BY:SPONSORED BY:

FOR TICKET INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 516.569.4125 (Peter Pan);
718.471.3608 (Mary Poppins) 516.385.1959 for

GENERAL INFORMATION OR E-MAIL: dramaforlife@optonline.net
GENERAL ADMISSION $13 in advance & $17 at the door. PREMIUM SEATS $17 in advance & $20 at the door.

VIP SEATS: (First 7 Rows) $25 in advance & $30 at the door. SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE.

FOR TICKET INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: 516.569.4125 (Peter Pan);
718.471.3608 (Mary Poppins) 516.385.1959 for

GENERAL INFORMATION OR E-MAIL: dramaforlife@optonline.net
GENERAL ADMISSION $13 in advance & $17 at the door. PREMIUM SEATS $17 in advance & $20 at the door.

VIP SEATS: (First 7 Rows) $25 in advance & $30 at the door. SPONSORSHIP AVAILABLE. 27
60

64


