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My Year of Learning in Israel

B Y  T A M A R  H A N A U

I have writ-
ten six arti-
cles for The
Jewish Star,

and I have not
once revealed
anything too per-
sonal about
myself (other
than my aversion
to fish). Many of
you now know
that I am from
Woodmere, I am
a recent HAFTR
graduate and I
attend Shaalvim for Women in Jerusalem.
I understand that quite a few people have
commented to my parents about my arti-
cles and have asked them if I want to be a
journalist. For the record, keep the com-
ments coming (they make my parents feel

Serving the Orthodox communities of the South Shore
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B Y  M A Y E R  F E R T I G

Nearly 30 men who excel at being koveah z'man (hav-
ing a set time) for learning, as well as at multi-tasking, cele-
brated a remarkable achievement on Friday, Oct. 27, during
their morning commute to Manhattan. Joined by dozens of
relatives and friends, they jammed into the last car of the
Long Island Rail Road's 7:49 train from Far Rockaway to
Penn Station, and held their second Siyum Hashas on Daf
Yomi. 

About half of the participants were on their second
time around the seven-and-a-half-year Daf Yomi cycle. The
other half joined after the first siyum on May 27, 1999. 

Mendy Weissman of Woodmere, a partner in an
accounting firm, has been taking the train into the city for
38 years. "For the first 25 years you come on the train and
you sleep," he said. "Now you come on the train and learn."
Weissman has been part of the shiur since the beginning.
He was supposed to be in China last week, but postponed
his travel so as to not miss the siyum. 

After years of study and weeks of planning, it took just
20 minutes for the crowd of Daf Yomi devotees and well-
wishers to gather on the Inwood platform. They waited for
the train amid large cardboard boxes of donated T-shirts,
pre-packaged breakfasts and a portable public-address sys-
tem. 

Once they were under way, the program began quickly.
The maggid shiur, Rabbi Pesach Lerner, expertly lectured
on the last daf of Masechet Succah. By the time the train
reached Jamaica he was concluding with the concept of the
apple not falling far from the tree. 

One of the group's substitute maggidei shiur, Eliezer
Cohen, immediately launched into the first lines of
Masechet Beitzah. Aryeh Markovich, who originated the
shiur 15 years ago, said Kaddish and then a plaque was pre-
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"I wouldn't be able to
eat in my friends' houses,"
a regular Gourmet Glatt
shopper said, describing
what would result if she
were to continue buying
meat and chicken at what
had been her favorite
supermarket. She said she
and at least five of her
close friends are following
the recommendation of
their community rabbis to
end their patronage of
Gourmet Glatt. This week
they have taken their busi-
ness to Brach's. The

woman declined to be
identified.

A highly unusual pub-
lic letter from the Vaad
Hakashrus of the Five
Towns and Far Rockaway,
signed by 36 community
rabbis and by the Vaad's
rabbinic administrator,
Rabbi Yosef Eisen, was
released via e-mail early
this week. It followed up
on the public announce-
ment last Shabbat that as
of 4 p.m. last Friday,
Gourmet Glatt was no
longer under Vaad super-
vision. 

Looking at the park-
ing lot outside Gourmet

B Y  R A B B I
M O R D E C H A I

K A M E N E T Z K Y

When you have a rela-
tionship with someone for
many years, it's hard to
split. But there are times
when breaking up is the
best and most appropriate
decision.  The decision to
separate isn't necessarily
indicative of a lack of con-
cern, care or even love.
And it is right there in this
week's Parsha.

Lot was the son of
Avram's brother, Haran.

Haran, though motivated
by something less than
altruistic beliefs, was mur-
dered by Nimrod after he
tried to copy Avram's feat
of surviving a fiery fur-
nace. Haran had waited to
see the outcome of
Avram's commitment. If
Avram was saved then he
would join him. If Avram
was burned in the furnace,
he would join Nimrod.
When Avram was indeed
saved, Haran anticipated
his act would be an encore
to Avram's and that he
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Against
Gourmet Glatt

See GLATT, Page 4

See APART, Page 7

Photo by Mayer Fertig

Instead of sleeping or reading the paper while riding to work each weekday, a group
aboard the LIRR's 7:49 from Inwood study daf yomi, and create a widely-publicized
kiddush hashem. For the second time, they have finished the seven-and-a-half-year
Daf cycle. Rabbi Pesach Lerner (standing) finished Masechet Succah before Jamaica.

They Don’t Waste a Minute 
Long Island Rail Road's Second Daf Yomi Siyum Hashas

Apart With Heart
Parshat Lech Lecha

B Y  P A U L  D E C K E L M A N

Stung by a series of inci-
dents dating back to mid-sum-
mer in which their children
were harassed and, in some
cases, attacked on the streets of
their own neighborhood,
Orthodox parents in Far Rock-
away's Bayswater section are
hoping that a recently stepped-
up police presence, combined
with colder weather, may final-
ly put a damper on the rash of
attacks.

At a pair of meetings at a
local shul, the most recent on
Oct. 9, residents and communi-
ty leaders voiced their concerns
to the commanding officer of
the 101st Precinct. He promised
a beefed-up patrol presence by
uniformed officers in marked
cars and the assignment of
undercover officers.

One community leader
characterized the initial run-ins
between the Jewish children

and their non-Jewish assailants
as "isolated incidents," but said
that of late, the number of
occurrences had reached criti-
cal mass, and now the issue
was "on the radar screen."

While several additional
incidents were reported over
the Shimini Atzeret-Simchat
Torah weekend following the
meeting, local civic and Jewish
community leaders noted that
after that final flurry, there
were no additional reports of
trouble.

On Monday, Harvey Gor-
don, executive director of the
Jewish Community Council of
the Rockaway Peninsula, con-
firmed that there had been no
further incidents since the end
of the Yom Tovim.

He and other community
leaders were cautiously hopeful
that the combination of the
highly visible police presence
and the changing weather had
stemmed the tide.

A police source said he was
aware of approximately a dozen
incidents having taken place
over the past two or three
months. Some people in the
community believe that figure
is probably low, noting that
they were hearing of an attack
or two seemingly every week.

While some of the inci-
dents seemed relatively minor,
like name-calling and other
harassment, a local religious
leader said several were fairly
serious. "It was more than that
— there was  a kid getting
punched in the face and losing
a tooth," he said. "Another kid
got bloodied, got a fat lip."

However, he cautioned
against reading too much into
the incidents as an anti-Semitic
trend, characterizing them
more as bored kids "flexing
their muscles . . . then it just got
out of hand. The police just had
to make a presence, to show

Hopes That Cold Weather
Means End to Attacks

As Many As A Dozen Incidents in Three Months

See ATTACKS, Page 12See VIEW, Page 11

See LIRR, Page 12

A parking spot at Gourmet Glatt is easier to find ever since
the Vaad Hakashrus removed its rabbinical supervision from
the supermarket last Friday. 

Tamar Hanau
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