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Jewish kids 
in non-Jewish 
homes?
By Michael Orbach

Agudath Israel is fi ling a friend of the 
court brief on behalf of a Jewish mother 
whose two children were placed in non-Jew-
ish foster care. The organization claims that 
Renssellaer County Social Services in upstate 
New York violated state law when it placed 
the two children — a 2-year-old boy and 
6-month-old girl — in non-Jewish homes.

Rabbi Mordechai Biser, general counsel 
for Agudah, said that the children’s mother 
requested they be placed together in a Jew-
ish home, a request the agency did not ful-
fi ll. When Rabbi Biser contacted the agency, 
it refused to move the children, despite the 
availability of Jewish homes.

“I’ve never had this before,” Rabbi Biser 
said. “I’ve dealt with a  number of situations 
where children have been placed in foster 
care. Once we make a protest, within 24 
hours the children have been switched [to 
Jewish] homes.”

Agudah, a multifaceted Charedi organiza-
tion run by a council of Orthodox rabbis, is 
submitting the brief before the mother’s pa-
rental rights have been fully terminated. Part 
of the social service agency’s refusal seems 
to stem from the complexity of the case. The 
mother, who is Jewish and “has a very Jew-
ish last name,” according to Rabbi Biser, is 
a heroin addict who lives in housing proj-
ects next to the Orthodox shul. The boy was 
placed in his foster family, a lesbian couple,a 
year and a half ago. Rabbi Biser said that the 
couple’s sexuality has nothing to do with the 
protest. “We would be objecting just as vigor-
ously if the boy was going to live with a non-
Jewish heterosexual couple,” he said. When 
the woman’s daughter was placed in foster 
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New OU president takes offi ce

Simcha Katz would 
rather be learning

By Michael Orbach

Simcha Katz was planning on spending 
his twilight years immersed in the reedy 
commentaries of the Talmud when Rabbi 
Menachem Genack, CEO of the Orthodox 
Union, called him. It was 2005, and Katz 
had retired from his position as a profes-
sor in the City University of New York.  

Rabbi Genack wanted him to be the 
head of the Kashruth division of the OU, 

Agudah protests 
adoption

Continued on page 3
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By The Jewish Star staff

Seven months ago, an interviewer’s soft-
ball question to Helen Thomas, the dean of the 
White House press corps, “Any comments on 
Israel?” led to the explosive answer that cost 
Thomas her job.  Her proclamation for the Jews 
to “get the hell out of Palestine… and go home 
to Poland and Germany…” made news around 
the world. It also brought notoriety to her inter-
locutor, David Nesenoff, and launched him on 
an odyssey of speaking and writing about the 
incident and present day anti-Semitism. It is a 
mission Nesenoff expects to continue now that 
he has been appointed publisher and editor of 
The Jewish Star by the paper’s owners, Clifford 
and Stuart Rich-
ner.

“When it 
comes to Jew-
ish news, local is 
global,” Nesenoff 
said. “And when 
it comes to Israel 
news, global af-
fects us locally.”

Nesenoff’s fa-
mous interview 
was seen by mil-
lions of viewers 
within 24 hours 
of its posting on 
the Internet last 
June. Since then, 
he has written 
for The Washington Post and appeared on Fox 
News, CBS News and CNN. Additionally, he 
has produced a documentary fi lm, lectured to 
numerous communities and lived in the Old 
City of Jerusalem for two months. Nesenoff has 
been embraced by the Orthodox community for 
exposing Thomas’ bias against the Jewish state. 
Unfortunately, Nesenoff has received thousands 
of anti-Semitic emails since the video was post-
ed. 

In August, Nesenoff was the Keynote Speak-
er at Yale University’s inaugural symposium on 
global anti-Semitism. The Simon Wiesenthal 
Center named Thomas’ comments as the num-
ber one anti-Semitic slur of 2010.

Helen Thomas, who at the time offered re-
grets for her words and quickly resigned from 
the Hearst Corporation, has since made further 
objectionable remarks. Thomas told a recent au-
dience, “Those rich Zionists control Congress, 
the White House, Wall Street and Hollywood.”

 The Jewish Star has maintained award-
winning journalism standards including its 
coverage of sexual abuse inside the Jewish 
community and its consistent sharp commen-
tary on local and national politics. The recent 
compelling and controversial Agunah story, fi rst 
broken by The Jewish Star, was featured in The 
New York Times.  

“I was attracted to the paper’s serious com-
mitment,” Nesenoff said. “And I have great 
respect for its history in always capturing the 
relevant Jewish news. I would like to contribute 
to that journalistic dedication as well as high-
light the strengths of our religious Torah com-
munities.” He added, “We will also be steadfast 
in revealing the truth about those who seek to 
hurt our local neighborhoods, our people and 
our homeland.”

Nesenoff will discuss the Helen Thomas 
affair in an exclusive interview in next week’s 
Jewish Star, his fi rst issue as publisher. 

David Nesenoff, 
famed for Helen 
Thomas interview, 
appointed publisher 
of The Jewish Star

David Nesenoff
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INTERNS
WANTED

Summer Internships
available for college students

Experience a career
in one of these exciting positions

• Editorial
• Photography
• Sales
• Marketing

• Circulation
• Finance
• Administration
• Graphic Design

e-mail inquiries to Christine Remsen
at cremsen@liherald.com

Start learning your career now!

43
83

67

INSURANCE ADVICE
Dear Ari,
Ever since the fl ood maps have changed in our neighborhood, my rates have 
increased triple what I paid last year, even though I was “grandfathered” into the old 
rates, do I have any options?

 Thank you,
 Marc B.

Hi Marc,
Firstly, it sounds like you qualify for a preferred risk policy in 2011 and 2012.  In 
an effort to offer fi nancial relief to property owners affected by map change, the 
National Flood Insurance Program extended an additional 2 years of eligibility to 
the lower-priced, preferred risk policy to property owners mapped into the now 
“high-risk:” fl ood zones.  If requested, your agent may be able to reduce the rates 
for you.

Secondly, you may consider procuring an elevation certifi cate from an engineer or 
architect if your house is elevated above a certain level.  If so, you may qualify for 
a reduced rate as well.  The engineer or architect may even do you a favor and drive 
by your house in advance and advise if it is sensible completing the inspection in the 
fi rst place, before you spend any money (as the cost of the certifi cate may be around 
$500.00).

Lastly, you may consider increasing your home deductible and or reducing your 
contents coverage.
 Thank You
 

ARI ROSENBERG
YALE BROKERAGE CORP.

All Forms of Insurance

427 Fifth Ave.
Cedarhurst, NY 11516

5110 12th Ave
Brooklyn, NY 11219-0009

Direct Voice- 718•977•5754
Direct Fax-718-977-5763

J fax-718 504-4692
ari@yalebrokerage.com 44
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New OU president takes offi ce

care a month ago, the woman, with the aid 
of the community, requested that they be 
placed together in a Jewish home.

“A Jew has a neshama (soul),” explained 
Rabbi Leible Morrison of the Beth Tephilah 
synagogue. “They want to do the right thing 
even if they themselves don’t do the right 
thing.” 

It is unclear whether the mother requested 
that the children be placed in a Jewish home 
when the boy was initially placed in foster 
care. According to Rabbi Biser, both foster 
families are planning to adopt their respec-
tive children, but they will only be allowed if 
the mother’s parental rights are completely 
terminated, which is before the court. 

“We don’t take any position on whether 
she is a fi t mother or not,” Rabbi Biser said. 
“Our only interest is that if you take the chil-
dren they have to be in the same faith home.”

Randy Hall, the commissioner of the 
Renssellaer Department of Social Services 
did not respond to requests for comment in 
time for The Jewish Star’s deadline. 

The Agudah is basing its objection on a 
statute of child custody law that maintains 
that any child “remanded or committed by 
the court to any duly authorized association, 
agency, society, or institution” should be 
placed “when practicable… under the con-
trol of persons of the same religious faith or 

persuasion as that of the child.” 
“Basically [Rensellaer County Social Ser-

vices] made a mistake and now they want 
to continue the mistake,” Rabbi Biser said. 
“Now they want to make that permanent. 
Once a child is adopted there’s no recourse 
…  I don’t feel that the department, because 
of whatever reason, lack of inquiry, negli-
gence, made a serious mistake and that this 
child be lost forever for the Jewish people.” 

Rabbi Biser claims that the agency is 
not moving the children because the move 
would not be “practicable,” since the boy has 
already bonded with his foster parents and 
the girl suffers from various medical issues 
associated with her mother’s addiction.

Though the case may be more complicat-
ed than that. 

According to Jim Dyer, the Arthur B. Han-
son professor of Law at the college of William 
and Mary, moving the boy may be a violation 
of the his constitutional rights. 

“A child has a 14th amendment right 
against the state going into their existing 
homes and family and terminating their re-
lationship,” Dyer said.  “There are reasonable 
policies behind the statutes, but now we have 
a different story. The child, by mistake or ac-
cident, has a relationship with caretakers and 
that relationship is likely very important to 
the child’s welfare… It shouldn’t matter to 
the child’s constitutional rights to the state 

how the relationship arose.”
He said the court would look askance at 

Agudah’s involvement.  
“They’re bystanders and they have no le-

gal standing to protest the adoption,” he said 
about Agudah.  “The adoption mandate is to 
do what’s in the best interest of the child.”

Alan Kadzin, a professor of psychology 
and psychiatry at Yale University, said that a 
child adapting to a new home would be de-
pendent on different factors.

“It depends on the temperament of the 
child,” Kadzin said. “Is it possible to recover? 
Yes. It is possible to be traumatic? Yes. It de-
pends on the environment they are placed 
into.”  

Kadzin also stressed the importance of 
placing the children together. “That sibling 
is going to be the buffer relationship for life,” 
he said. “They may go through death and to 
have your main sibling plucked from you, I 
would go for that more than compatibility in 
beliefs.”

David Mandel, the CEO of Ohel, the larg-
est Jewish social service agency was not sur-
prised by the case. “We’re constantly disap-
pointed when we hear such stories,” he said.“

While he said he couldn’t offer a comment 
on this particular case, Mandel said that the 
case highlights the need for more Jewish fos-
ter families. 

“That they may not be separated since 

they have a bond, only makes the story more 
compelling for all the rest of the time that a
child is moved into foster care and needs a 
Jewish home,” Mandel said. “And there will 
be a next time.” 

To Rabbi Biser, the case is a simple one. 
“There were children in the Holocaust 

who were put in non-Jewish homes,” Biser 
said. “Would anyone say that after the war 
that when the parents went to the family, the 
family could say ‘Well the kids have bonded
and we’re raising them as Catholics.’ What 
would we say? It’s the same thing over here. 
There are Jewish children and they belong in 
Jewish homes.”

the arm of the organization primarily re-
sponsible for funding all of its activities. Katz 
asked what would happen to his learning. 
Rabbi Genack had an answer. 

“He told me the Torah world will survive,” 
Katz said with a laugh. 

After serving as the head of the Kashruth 
division for the past fi ve years, Katz was 
elected as the president of the Orthodox 
Union on Jan. 16. He replaced Stephen Sav-
itsky who completed his 
two-year term. 

Katz was born in a Dis-
placed Persons Camp in 
1945 in Europe. His par-
ents eventually made it to 
Boston where Katz’s father 
worked in a factory cut-
ting and knitting coats. It 
was piece work so Katz was 
used to his father bringing 
work home over the week-
ends and going into the fac-
tory.

“I went on Sundays 
to help him,” Katz re-
called. “It was a struggle 
but we never felt poor.”
Eventually, Katz’s parents 
saved up enough to be 
comfortable and invest in 
real-estate. Katz attended 
Maimonidies High School in Boston and then 
went to Yeshiva Univeristy where he received 
smicha and then a Ph.D. in business from 
City University. He met his wife, Pesh Flom, 
through a friend, Stephen Dworkin. 

“She was smarter than I and decided to 
marry me right away,” Katz said. 

After a brief stint at Bell Laboratories, 
Katz was offered a teaching position at the 
City University in 1972.

“I realized I didn’t want to work for a liv-
ing,” Katz joked. 

During the 30 years he taught, Katz was 

also involved in a number of successful busi-
ness endeavors, including launching a con-
struction company in Israel and a bio-tech-
nology company, Ortec, that he took public 
in 1996. He began volunteering three days a 
week developing business strategies at the Or-
thodox Union’s Kashruth Division. 

“I leave the halacha to the rabbis, but the 
structure which makes for the most effective 
delivery is something I can be very helpful 
with,” he said. 

After volunteering for 
three years, Rabbi Genack 
asked Katz to run the di-
vision. During his tenure, 
Katz introduced several 
new programs, includ-
ing the popular “Ask the 
OU” events and educa-
tional programs that run 
through the summer. Five 
years later he was again 
approached to have a 
guiding hand in the direc-
tion of the organization. 

Katz said he sees the 
organization as a “com-
munal manifestation of 
caring for one another.” 

“There are certain 
programs that have de-
veloped that are best han-
dled on a national basis,” 

he said. “The Jewish people needed an or-
ganized high standard kosher operation and 
the OU provides that.”

Katz plans on continuing a number of the 
organization’s goals like tuition affordability. 

“It’s an unsustainable, broken system,” 
Katz said. “It’s across the board. There 
are few families that can afford to pay.”
Katz also sees avenues for growth in the organi-
zation like working with the aging Jewish pop-
ulation and as an incubator for smaller Jewish 
organizations. Though the organization’s main 
focus will be on Kashruth; it is currently in 90 

countries and has hundreds of employees. 
“In terms of Kashruth … [the OU] has 

a much greater bench of professionals that 
deliver a better product,” Katz said. “It out-
shines anything else. I know all the major 
hechshers and there’s no comparison.” 

He says that he plans to keep the organi-
zation transparent. 

“We’re very open and I plan to keep it 
[that way].” Katz said. “We belong to the 

Jewish community.”
Katz spends three hours each morning 

learning with his sons. He said he isn’t wor-
ried about becoming a fi gurehead in the or-
ganization.

“I don’t have time for fi gureheads,” he
said. “If I end up as a fi gurehead, I’ve got a 
very easy exist strategy: I’m very comfortable 
not doing this.” 

Agudah protests adoption of Jewish kids
Continued from page 1

Continued from page 1

‘They’re bystanders 

and they have no legal 

standing to protest the 

adoption.. The adoption 

mandate is to do what’s 

best for the child.’ 

‘I leave the halacha 
to the rabbis, but 
the structure which 
makes for the most 
effective delivery 
is something I can 
be very helpful 
with,’ Katz said. Courtesy Orthodox Union

Rabbi Steven Weil, executive vice president of the Orthodox Union congratu-
lated Simcha Katz at the OU Conference on Jan. 16.



By Sergey Kadinsky 

Having climbed out of its past as a mili-
tary dictatorship, Panama is revamping its 
image for the world as a hub for business, 
culture and tourism.  As the country’s famed 
canal expands and its capital city’s skyline 
rises, its Jewish community is also growing, 
a rare statistic in a world of assimilation and 
demographic fears.

“Panama is one of the few communities 
outside of Israel that has experienced growth 
and there is very little assimilation,” said Da-
vid Mizrahi, president of the Central Jewish 
Community Council of Panama. “85 percent 
of our community keeps 
kosher. There is virtually 
no intermarriage.”

The fi rst Jews arrived 
secretly in Panama to es-
cape the Spanish Inquisi-
tion, but established com-
munal roots date to the 
1850s, when California-
bound travelers needed 
a synagogue to handle 
burials and shelter sick 
Jews. That synagogue, 
Kol Shearit Israel, is now 
a Reform congregation, 
and its roster includes two 
former Panamanian presi-
dents, Max Delvalle and 
his nephew Eric Arturo 
Delvalle. 

But the real success 
story is the Orthodox seg-
ment, which now boasts 
two kosher supermarkets, 
eight restaurants, and three integrated Jew-
ish schools with 1,600 students between 
them. 

“The Jewish community here is more 
united and religious, people invest here more 
in Shabbat,” said Ofi r Levy, 30, manager of 
the Deli K supermarket. “The dollar is accept-
ed in Panama and we can match American 
prices on the food.”

Among the attendees of the Orthodox Bet 
El congregation is Brooklyn-native Charles 
Rabinovich, 26, who moved to Panama last 
month to start a mortgage agency. As New 
Yorkers shivered in the January snow, Rabi-
novich hosted 30 Russian Jews from Brook-
lyn at his condominium’s rooftop swimming 
pool.

“The Jews here are very business orient-
ed, and Panama City is very international,” 
said Rabinovich. There are many Russians 
here from Russia and more than 10 thousand 
Jews.”

Prior to his big move, Rabinovich was ac-
tive in the Russian American Jewish Experi-
ence (RAJE), a division of the Gateways edu-
cational organization that caters to the needs 
of young Russian Jews through lectures, 
shabbatons, and trips abroad. Its member-
ship transcends religious observance levels, 
and its trips have included a synagogue visit 
and a nightclub on the same day.

“New York is so large that it’s easy to 
fall through the cracks,” said Rabbi Reuven 
Ibragimov, director of programs at RAJEon, 
which focuses on the alumni of RAJE events. 
Most of its participants are recent graduates, 
who seek to continue the Jewish community 
feeling established in their college years. 

“We want them to maintain a Russian 
Jewish identity by getting a sense of the 
smaller communities outside of New York 
and how they function,” he said. 

Staying at the Wyndham Garden Hotel in 

the middle-class Obarrio neighborhood, the 
participants met with local Jews, sampled 
Panamanian kosher cuisine, alongside the 
requisite canal and rainforest visits. The hotel 
is comfortably located next door to the Bel El 
synagogue. In its lobby, an ambitious future 
is exhibited, showing a dramatic $10 million 
community center under construction.

“See the long staircase? Jacob had his 
dream at Beth El, and the stairs represent 
the ladder from his dream,” said Rabbi Aar-
on Laine of Bet El. “It’s a monument atop a 
rock.”

The symbolic rock stands amid the condo 
towers of Punta Paitilla, an upscale coastal 

neighborhood that has at-
tracted retirees, business 
professionals, and prop-
erty investors. Sharing 
a beer with Rabinovich, 
former Philadelphia resi-
dent Martin Lipsman, 25, 
toasted to his second year 
in the country. 

“When I came here I 
knew nobody,” Lipsman 
said. “I emailed every de-
veloper and built my con-
nections, now I have my 
own company.” 

As president of Pana-
ma Mortgage Group, Lips-
man rules out real estate 
comparisons with Florida. 
“The banks here are super 
strict, you have to put a 
minimum of 30 percent 
down. There are almost 
no foreclosures here.” 

While the Russian Jewish community in 
Panama is tiny, Lipsman expects it to be the 
next incoming wave, attracted by a warm 
climate and stable economy. “Unlike Florida, 
there are no hurricanes, and I’ve never been 
happier,” said his father Jacob Lipsman, who 

runs an air conditioner installation fi rm after 
arriving in Panama a month after his son.

“I thought it was going to be jungles, but 
it’s booming in construction. I was pleasantly 
surprised,” said RAJEon participant Angelina 
Fridman, 26. “I didn’t realize there were so 
many Jewish people here, and they’ve been 
here for decades.”

Dubbing the trip a success, Rabbi Ibragi-

mov is mulling other exotic Jewish locations 
for his group, possibly including Cuba, Ugan-
da and South Africa. “This trip was a test 
run, we make the itinerary, and we have our 
connections in these countries, and we reach
out to them. It’s like an extended family.”

New place for the Orthodox? 

Panama Jews welcome NY visitors

The fi rst Jews 

arrived secretly 

in Panama to 

escape the Spanish 

Inquisition. 

Established 

communal roots 

date from the 1850s  
A rendering of the proposed community center in Panama. 
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By Dan Klein 

Marion Blumenthal Lazan never managed 
to fi nish her schooling in Germany. However 
she now has a school named after her in her 
hometown of Hoya, Germany. The Marion 
Blumenthal Hauptschule is the fi rst school 
in Germany to be named 
after a living Holocaust 
survivor.

This past November, La-
zan returned to the town 
that she fl ed the village 
when she was only four-
years-old. Her family es-
caped to Holland but was 
then sent to Bergen-Belsen 
after the Nazi invasion. 
The family managed to 
survive the camp, but La-
zan’s father died six weeks 
after the camp’s libera-
tion. Lazan immigrated to 
Peoria, Illinois and then 
settled in Hewlett with her 
husband Nathaniel Lazan.

Lazan has traveled the 
world speaking to groups of adults and chil-
dren about her experiences during the Shoah 
and spreading her message of tolerance to 
young people of all religions. She estimates 
that she has spoken to at least one million 
people on her travels, which ultimately led 
her to return to her birthplace in 1995. Four 
years later, she wrote her memoir, “Four Per-
fect Pebbles,” which has since been published 

in four languages (including Japanese) and 
is now in its 21st printing. 

Frau Eike Reiche, the principal of the new 
school, has three criteria to decide the name 
of the school. She wanted to name the school 
after someone who was female, alive and 
making a difference in the lives of children. 

Lazan’s name was put for-
ward and accepted unani-
mously.

The naming ceremony 
took place on Nov. 11 in 
order to coincide with 
Hoya’s annual commemo-
ration of Kristallnacht.  
The ceremony included 
Klezmer songs and a can-
dle lighting in memory 
of the Jewish families of 
Hoya who had perished.

Reiche praised Lazar 
for her work and rapport 
with the students and add-
ed that the connection be-
tween her and the school 
“comes with responsibil-
ity.” Reiche proclaimed, 

“We are a school with courage; we look up 
and ahead, not away.”

It is that courage that Lazan admires in 
the town she once fl ed, and the school that 
bears her name. “I truly feel that it is not so 
much about me,” she explained. “It is about 
that little courageous town in Hoya. They de-
serve the credit for what they are doing to 
redress those crimes.“

Blumenthal’s words were of remembrance 
and thanksgiving, “It can never be forgotten 
it can never be forgiven... But we’re talking 
about this generation. The people carry a 

huge burden, and it will be their burden for 
time to come. On the other hand, we have to 
appreciate what they are doing to put things 
right.”

A moniker of courage

School in Germany named after survivor

The Marion 
Blumenthal 
Hauptschule is 
the fi rst school to 
be named after a 
living Holocaust 
survivor. 

Left, Marion Blumenthal Lazan in a photograph taken when she was six in Hol-
land. Right, Lazan, at present day. (Rabenko Photos)
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While Sarah takes care  
of her mother, who will  

take care of Sarah?

Taking care of a family member who is ill or has special needs 

can be overwhelming. That’s why UJA-Federation supports 

programs that give caregivers the assistance they need, including 

support groups, counseling, and respite programs that can provide 

them with a badly needed break. Because ensuring a loved one’s 

quality of life shouldn’t come at the expense of your own.

Respite and support programs for caregivers. Just one of the 

many initiatives UJA-Federation makes possible to care for, connect, 

and inspire the Jewish community here in New York, in Israel, and 

around the world.

To learn more and to make a difference, visit www.ujafedny.org.

Bringing Jewish values to life.

www.ujafedny.org  1-866-UJA-FED1
www.facebook.com/ujafedny www.twitter.com/ujafednyPhoto: Getty Images
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Dear Aviva,
I am a devoted and supportive husband. 

However, there are times when I feel like 
my wife makes too many demands on my 
life. In one recent instance, I had gone to 
hear a speaker on a Motzei Shabbos and 
from there had stopped off at a friend’s 
birthday party. About four hours after I 
left the house, my wife called me franti-
cally wondering where I was and telling 
me to come home, since she was anxious as 
there was police activity going on near our 
house and she was alone with our baby. I 
mumbled something about being on a tight 
leash and she blew up. I later apologized, 
but sometimes I do feel this way. Is it so 
wrong to admit that to her? And how to 
cope with feeling like I really am on a tight 
leash when my wife thinks otherwise?

— Unleash Me
 

Dear Unleash Me,
Okay, here we have a real issue (that 

is actually quite common) and we need to 
pick your situation apart in order to deal 
with this properly. Step one: Identify the 
problem. You feel like you are on a tight 
leash and you want to change that. The ma-
jor obstacle in your way is that your wife 
doesn’t seem to agree with you, so you are 
not comfortable opening up to her.

May I recommend a couple of tips? First, 
let’s make sure that you had told/asked 

your wife that you were going to the party 
after the speaker. Because if she thought 
you were only going to a speaker and didn’t 
hear from you for four hours, she does have 
reason to be upset. Make sure that you re-
lay to her how long you will be out of the 
house for. And if you have a change of plans 
while you are away, try to text or call to 
let her know. I know it’s not always easy, 
especially if you are anticipating her asking 
you to come home as soon as you hear her 
voice. But as long as you do your part, we 
can really fi gure out where the source of 
this problem is. My second and last recom-
mendation to you is not to hold things in 
until they explode. Telling her that you feel 
like you are on a tight leash just at the mo-
ment when you are being yanked home is 
simply not wise. Firstly, the chokehold will 
make your words come out more harshly. 
Second, if you are telling her that you feel 
like you are on a tight leash at the exact mo-
ment when she is summoning you home, 
she may take it as resistance on your part 
from respecting her wishes and she will just 
tug that leash more forcefully. Bring up the 
issue when you are both breathing easy.

As long as your end is intact, we have 
to fi gure out what to do with your wife. I 
have noticed that women seem to get away 
with more controlling behaviors in our so-
ciety than men. Actually, an informal study 
was done. A couple was having a dispute in 
a public park. The fi ght escalated and even 
got a little physical. When the man was the 

aggressor, the bystanders were appalled. 
But when the woman was the perp, people 
were cheering her on. Can you believe this? 
Some even said, “Well, he probably de-
serves it.” This, to me, is horrible.

I can understand how we ended up 
this way. It is typically the woman who 
bears more of the household/childrear-
ing weight. The woman usually complains 
that she never gets a break. Additionally, 
many women do not allow themselves to 
take the break that they need. I cannot tell 
you how many times women come to me 
for therapy and all I work on with them is 
how to sit down in the middle of the day 
for a few minutes, do nothing and not feel 
guilty about it. I would imagine that these 

overactive women are projecting this onto 
the men and feel like it is not fair that the 
men live a lower-octane sort of life.

This does not mean that you should 
be deprived of personal space and down 
time. I think you should sit down with 
her to talk. Tell her that you’ve noticed 
that she seems stressed and ask her what 
you can do to help alleviate some of that 
stress. Then implement it. Once she sees 
that you are on her team and supporting 
her, you can begin phase two of the talk. 
(And this should be about two weeks af-
ter really helping her). Tell her that you 
are under stress and need downtime. Try 
really hard not to say that you are on a 
short leash because that is accusing her 
of doing something wrong. Instead, paint 
it as a neutral, situational stress and ask 

her if she can help you fi nd daily/weekly 
time to recharge. If she is not amenable to 
this and seems to wonder why you would 
need to recharge, I highly recommend you 
begin therapy together so that she can real-
ize that she is married to a human being 
with legitimate human needs.

And do address this sooner than later. 
There’s a reason those leash-free parks are 
so coveted by canines.

— Aviva

 Aviva Rizel is a Marriage and Fam-
ily Therapist in private practice who can be 
reached at AvivaRizel.MFT@gmail.com.

Ask Aviva

Strangled by marriage
It is typically the woman 
who bears more of the 
household weight. The 
woman usually complains 
that she never gets a 
break. Many women do 
not allow themselves to 
take the break they need. 

Two weeks ago a giant of Torah learn-
ing passed away. Rabbi Zechariah 
Fendel was, after Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan, 

one of the most prolifi c and articulate Jew-
ish writers of our time.

Each of the over dozen books and book-
lets that Rabbi Fendel authored refl ected a 
deep passion for meticulous research into 
the vast world of Jewish study, from the be-
ginnings of time until the end of the 20th 
century. His works encompassed every aca-

demic discipline. Sadly, 
despite his great con-
tributions, the tributes 
tendered to his memory 
were shockingly sparse. 
I hope and trust that by 
the time this essay ap-
pears that will no longer 
be the case. 

I learned of his pass-
ing from a heartfelt essay 
written by Rabbi Yitz-
chok Adlerstein in the 
blog, Cross-Currents. I 
contacted Rabbi Gil Stu-
dent of Hirhurim, one 

of the premier blogs serving our commu-
nity. Rabbi Student suggested that I pen my 
own tribute to the memory and legacy of 
Rabbi Fendel and what follows is, in good 
measure, what I wrote. I hope that this will 
serve to keep Rabbi Fendel’s literary legacy 
alive and prompt my readers to search out 
and read his many works. 

Rabbi Fendel was a tough man. He was 
tough in his demeanor, in his stare, his 
glance and in his gait. He walked a tough 
and rough road in the fi eld of Jewish edu-
cation in an era when real quality Jewish 
education was at a pre-
mium. He demanded 
quality and he delivered 
quality. Nothing less than 
the best was good enough 
for him. 

While I never knew 
him personally, I was an 
early reader and fan of 
Rabbi Fendel’s literary 
works. We both had a 
common passion for Jew-
ish history and his early 
works were of high qual-
ity and accurate, which, 
for its time, was revolu-
tionary. Each of his books 
refl ected the hashkafah of 
what Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan 
would come to call nor-
mative Judaism.

I used Rabbi Fendel’s text, “From Dusk 
to Dawn,” to teach the Holocaust era to my 
students at FDR high school in Brooklyn in 
the 1990s. Just imagine: students in a ma-
jor New York City public high school used a 
text written by a rabbi who related a tragic 
chapter of Jewish history from a God-cen-
tered perspective, unapologetic to a hostile 
world and possibly a hostile gentile student 

body. Nevertheless, my students at FDR 
read the book with passion and heart. De-
spite their ethnic, religious and racial iden-
tifi cation, each of my students found their 
place in Rabbi Fendel’s narrative. 

Each of my students, 
refugees from the Soviet 
Curtain and Asian na-
tions were able to relate 
to the experiences of the 
Jews that Rabbi Fendel 
detailed. 

I will never forget the 
impressions that Rabbi 
Fendel’s work left with 
these students. To these 
young people, the words 
of the rabbi resonated 
like the word of G-d.

To my dear colleague 
at Yeshivat Derech HaTo-
rah, Rabbi Dovid Fendel 
and to your mother and 
the rest of your family, 
please take heart in the 
knowledge that the leg-

acy of your father will forever serve as an 
example for many of his students, both in 
class and on the printed page. Rabbi Fend-
el’s students will always fi nd a sacred place 
for his word and work on the shelves of ev-
ery Jewish bookstore and home. 

As with Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsh 
and Rabbi Aryeh Kaplan before him, Rabbi 
Fendel’s legacy is assured for all time in the 

pages of the Jewish history that he loved so 
much. In life, he was truly G-d’s messenger 
and in his passing, he is at G-d’s side, his 
loyal gabbai for eternity. 

The Kosher Bookworm
In tribute to a man of truth

Alan Jay Gerber

I used Rabbi 
Fendel’s text, 
“From Dusk to 
Dawn,” to teach 
the Holocaust era 
to my students at 
FDR high school in 
Brooklyn.



January 31
Talk about Israel
THE BRISTAL AT NORTH WOODMERE, located at 
477 Hungry Harbor Road, will host Alan B. Katz, 
an outspoken voice on the Israel-Palestinian 
confl ict, at 2 p.m. Long Island author and lawyer 
Alan B. Katz has been an outspoken voice on the 
Israeli-Palestinian confl ict. He has documented 
the media’s relentless anti-Israel bias for more 
than 25 years. He will return home to the Five 
Towns to speak about these topics as well as his 
latest book, “For the Record: Israel and the Pales-
tinians, What the Media Aren’t Telling You,” 
Seating is limited. To RSVP, call Marilyn Catik, 
Director of Community Relations at The Bristal 
at North Woodmere, at (516) 336-2600. For any 
other information or media inquiries, please call 
(631) 367-8599. 

February 2
Soviet Jewry
THE 92ND STREET Y will  be hosting a panel, 
“The Epic Struggle to Save Soviet Jewry: Pivotal 
Figures from a Heroic Era” at 8:00 p.m. Join 
pre-eminent Israeli politician Natan Sharansky, 
political advisor Richard Perle, actress Margarita 
Levieva and journalist Gal Beckerman to discuss 
the dramatic Cold War period when American 
Jewry fi rst became politicized as Jews, and Jews 
behind Russia’s Iron Curtain took grave risks in 
order to win their freedom and emigrate to Israel 
or the United States.

February 4
Maccabeats at YILC
THE YOUNG ISRAEL OF LAWRENCE-CEDARHURST, 
located at 8 Spruce Street in Cedarhurst, will 
host internet-sensation The Maccabeats for the 
Shabbos of Rosh Chodesh Adar. The group will be 
participating in the davening and will be having 
an oneg on Friday night. 

Shabbat to Remember
THE SUBURBAN PARK JEWISH CENTER, located at 
400 Old Westbury Road in East Meadow, invites 
the entire Jewish community to experience, “A 
Shabbat to Remember” and to be inspired by the 
voice of Cantor David Krasner. Friday davening 
begins at 5:45 p.m. and Shabbos morning daven-
ing begins at 9:00 a.m. Please join the shul for a 
hot Shabbat kiddush and luncheon which follows 
the services. For more info call 516-796-8833 or 
516-520-5733

February 
6-20
Seforim sale
YESHIVA UNIVERSITY will be holding their annual 
seforim sale at Belfer Hall, 2495 Amsterdam 
Ave. on YU’s Wilf Campus in Manhattan.  The 
sale, North America’s largest Jewish book sale, 
is organized entirely by YU students. Proceeds 

support a myriad of initiatives, including student 
activities on campus and student-lead outreach 
programs in the Jewish community. Last year’s 
sale drew over 15,000 people and raised more 
than $1 million in sales.

February 7
Change your life
CHABAD OF THE FIVE TOWN’S WOMEN’S CIRCLE will 
be holding a “Change your Attitude, Empower 
your Life” class. The two-hour workshop that will 
help you transform challenges into opportunities 

for success with Mrs.  Chana Ginsberg, marriage 
therapist and life coach. It will take place  At 
the home of Mrs. Ali Bhatia, 832 King Street in 
Woodmere at 8:00 p.m. For more information call 
516-295-2478.

Dinner and comedy for 
singles
THE ORTHODOX UNION SINGLES CONNECTION will 
present “An Evening of Dinner and Comedy” fea-
turing actor/singer/comedian Stuart Rappaport, 
a past recipient of kudos as the “Best Jewish Co-
median of New York.” He will perform on Monday, 
February 7 at 7:30 p.m. at Traditions Restaurant & 
Deli, 302 Central Avenue, Lawrence.

The event is directed to singles 40 and above. 
Tickets are $25 in advance and $36 at the door. 
RSVP to 212-613-8188.

February 10
Robots in Great Neck
TEMPLE ISRAEL OF GREAT NECK, located at 108 Old 
Mill Road, will be hosting Dr. Amir Shapiro, the di-
rector of the Robotics Labs at Ben-Gurion Universi-
ty of the Negev who will be showing off the robots 
developed in his laboratory. Dr. Shapiro currently 
has funding from a U.S. donor to commercialize a 
robot that will help people with balance impair-
ments learn to walk better and more safely.  He 
has also received funding from the Israel Defense 
Forces and scientifi c organizations to develop 
robotic solutions for agriculture and medicine. The 
program begins at 8:00 p.m. RSVP to Dana Ben at 
212-687-7721 or dbenyamin@aabgu.org.

Ongoing 
Support group
THE JCC OF THE GREATER FIVE TOWNS will 
sponsor a new support group for the economi-
cally challenged as a result of the economic 
downturn.  Key themes will include unemploy-
ment, fi nancial issues, empowerment and 
support.  Please join us on Thursday mornings 
at 10:15am at Temple Israel, 140 Central Ave, 
Lawrence until January 20th. This group is part 
of Connect to Care, an initiative funded by UJA-
Federation of NY. For further information and to 
pre-register, please contact Talia Rapps, L.M.S.W. 
at (516) 569-6733 x213.
 

  ON THE
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Deadline is Wednesday of the week prior to publication.

Photos by Claudio Papapietro

Mayor Mike visits 
Darchei
Mayor Michael Bloomberg visited Yeshiva 
Darchei Torah on Jan. 24. It was the second 
visit for the New York City mayor. Bloom-
berg and police commissioner Ray Kelly 
toured the yeshiva’s new facilities includ-
ing their state-of-the-art science laborato-
ries and classrooms. The two also visited 
the school’s vocational program and ended 
the tour in the yeshiva dining room where 
Bloomberg delivered a speech to the ye-
shiva’s high school and kollel students.
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www.distinctivewindowfashions.com
Serving the Five Towns & Surrounding Areas Since 1988

We do repairs
Lenny Koegel • 516-594-6010

442633

Rebates for the season. Savings all year long.  
From January 14 through April 29, 2011, save $25  
per unit on Duette® Architella® Honeycomb Shades  
from Hunter Douglas. Ingenious, insulating air pockets 
are the secret to these attractive, energy-efficient shades,  
which help reduce energy loss through windows by  
up to 50%. Enjoy luminous color, crisp pleats, and  
energy smart savings throughout the year.

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made January 14 through April 29, 2011. Limitations and restrictions apply. Ask for details. 
© 2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.



There has been a running controversy in 
circles that are committed to Jewish Law 
over “brain death.” Traditional sources 

require the heart and lungs to stop function-
ing. In olden days a mirror or a feather to 

the nose was the best 
they could do. Times 
have changed. Medical 
science has advanced 
and “brain death” has 
now been added to the 
halachic as well as the 
medical lexicon. It is of 
particular signifi cance 
when it comes to trans-
plants. Waiting until 
the heart fi nally runs 
down can be too late 
for some organs to be 
useful to others.

A great deal of hal-
achic discussion has 
gone on ever since Rav 
Moshe Tendler, son-
in-law of the late Rav 

Moshe Feinstein, and a qualifi ed doctor as well 
as a halachic scholar, fi rst suggested accepting 
brain death in principle. The fact that he af-
fi rmed he had his father-in-law’s agreement 
added weight to his position. There was a fu-
ror at the time, as there always is when any-
thing new crops up in traditional circles; but 
over time more and more experts joined him.

Indeed the whole issue of transplants 
and organ or skin banks has been dealt with 
extensively in halacha, and given that new 
issues and refi nements are emerging all the 
time, there is a massive amount of material 
readily available on the subject. But equally, 
opinion is still divided, largely because of the 
fear that doctors might rush to declare death 
prematurely when they want to get organs to 
recipients as quickly as possible. And there 
is still controversy over defi nitions. Still, the 
fact that there might be rogue doctors should 
not detract from the fact that brain death in 
principle is approved of by more real hala-
chic authorities nowadays than not.

You might recall the tragic case of Yoni 
Jesner, a highly gifted young man cut down 
by a suicide terrorist in Israel some years ago. 
His courageous and religious family took ad-
vice from halachic experts and donated his 
organs, one of which saved the life of an Arab 
child. Around the Jewish world the issue of 
organ donation suddenly became a popular 
topic. More and more rabbanim encouraged 
Jews to carry donor cards, and specifi cally 
religious organizations sprouted to cover all 
religious reservations.

In Israel, provisions were added to the 
national donor card system to encourage re-
ligious Jews to participate. But sadly, Jewish 
religious life being what it is nowadays, there 
has been a reaction against change and prog-
ress. It is really political, not spiritual. And 

strict halachic positions are often taken to be 
used as a bargaining tool, particularly in Is-
rael, for political or fi nancial gain. 

Cadres of new wonder, miracle, mysti-
cal rabbis make money out of the pain and 
helplessness of the sick and dying and their 
families, promising cures and hocus pocus in 
exchange for reward. They too have joined a 
trend against organ donation and accepting 
brain death, citing irrational and supersti-
tious reasons. 

A year ago a very good friend of mine, 
Rabbi Yossi Raichik, died in Tel Aviv when a 
transplant would have saved him. An organ 
was ready at hand, but whereas his rav ap-
proved the exchange, another one objected. 
The family buckled, and Rav Yossi died.

To make matters worse, the world short-
age of organs has led to an unsavory black 
market in human organs. Too often it’s one-
way traffi c in which the rich benefi t at the 
expense of the poor and too many people are 
more willing to take from others than con-
tribute themselves. This is the main reason 
why so much effort has been put into encour-
aging Jews to donate or carry cards.

The increasingly hard line Rabbinical 
Council of America recently published a po-
sition paper in which it gave both points of 
view — those in favor of brain death and 
those against. It decided not to take a defi ni-
tive position. Many people regretted this act 
of moral cowardice, but one could at least 

understand that in a case of differing opin-
ions it is only fair to give both. Still, a rec-
ommendation would have been in order. But 
fear now stalks the rabbinic world and it is 
hard to judge those who are frightened.

By way of contrast the London Bet Din, 
the authority for the majority of British Jews, 
took a defi nite stand with the extremists. It 
declared, simply, that brain death is not ac-
ceptable. No mention of different views, no
qualifi cation. The Anglo Chief Rabbi, who 
one expects to have a better sense of mod-
eration, chickened out yet again. In typical 
Anglo fashion, you say “no” fi rst, then back-
track. And in equally British fashion, express 
outrage that you are “misquoted.”

All the Beth Din needed to do was to state 
clearly and simply that Jews can donate or-
gans but that they also need to take steps to 
ensure that the halachic parameters for brain 
death are adhered to. Brain death is a hala-
chic option but there need to be safeguards 
and expert halachic advice in each case. But 
in effect they did it the wrong way round. An-
other public relations disaster, and once again 
thinking, moderate Orthodoxy has been failed 
by its leadership and has shot itself in the foot.

Rabbi Jeremy Rosen, a graduate of Cam-
bridge University and Mir Yeshivah in Jerusa-
lem, has been an Orthodox Rabbi in the U.K.,
Principal of Carmel College and Director of 
YAKAR U.K.. He lives, teaches and writes in 
Manhattan.

Brain dead about brain death

IN MY VIEW

Rabbi Jeremy 
Rosen

Opinion

Yankie & Luzer
I’m not sure, but 
at the State of 
the Union address 
they took down 
the mechitza 
from the aisle.

So do you think 
Washington is 
getting more right 
wing or liberal?
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Now Taking Orders
For Passover

FURNITURE
for Every Taste & Budget

We Get Great Deals
from the Factories

and we pass them on to you!
(in some cases, below wholesale prices)

Large selection of Dining Rooms, 
Living Rooms, Bedrooms,

Juvenile Furniture & Mattresses

AVIV HOME DECOR
192 Burnside Ave., Lawrence
310 Central Ave., Lawrence

(Across from Amazing Savings)

516-205-1984
516-812-6654

Sun. - Thurs. 10:30am-7pm
Fri. 10:30am-3pm • Closed Sat.

Moving Service Available

We Are The
"Pricing Fighter"

For You!

Now Open
in a 

2nd Location
192 Burnside Ave.

Lawrence
(cor. Rockaway Turnpike

next to Offi ce Max)

Show us any furniture 
online from almost any 

company and we'll 
offer it for lower prices 

(as we've done for many customers)
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By Michael Orbach

James Kugel is the author of “In the Valley 
of the Shadow” and “How to Read the Bible.” 
A former chair of Near Eastern Languages at 
Harvard, Kugel is now the chair of the Insti-
tute for the History of the Jewish Bible at Bar 
Ilan University. 

Michael Orbach: As one of the fore-
most Biblical critics, you’re also an Ortho-
dox Jew. Don’t these two things contradict 
each other? 

James Kugel: I certainly think there’s a 
confl ict between modern Biblical scholarship 
and Orthodox Judaism, and I really don’t 
think it can ever be resolved. But I also don’t 
believe that most people are comfortable just 
ignoring it, hiding their heads in the sand. 
They want to know how to confront modern 
scholarship head-on and still come out an Or-
thodox Jew. That’s why I got into this fi eld, 
and it’s what I tried to write about in the 
last chapter of “How to Read the Bible.” But 
that’s not all that I have to say about Juda-
ism. Most of my readers probably don’t know 
this, but I also wrote a book about 20 years 
ago called, “On Being a Jew.” That book is 
really what I think about Orthodox Judaism. 

MO: I fi nd that the more you know the 
harder is to believe.

JK: I couldn’t disagree with you more. It’s 
true that most of us slide into a kind of rou-
tine Orthodoxy. There are all those mitzvot to 
do every day, and there’s Shabbat. So some 
people don’t ever go beyond the routine, in 
fact, some people are afraid of going beyond 
the routine. But there is this other thing to 
do, trying to understand the whole basis of 
Judaism. It’s a chal-
lenge, but in the 
end I don’t think 
it makes it harder 
to believe. Quite 
the opposite, really.

MO: Do you 
think Orthodox 
Judaism has got-
ten more extreme 
in recent years? 
JK: I live in Israel 
and there that’s very 
much a political 
question. The fact is 
that there used to be 
a kind of powerful 
centrist Orthodoxy, 
and I think that the 
center has gotten 
much weaker. There 
certainly has been a 
very strong move to 
the right  — but “to 
the right,”  doesn’t 
necessarily mean peo-
ple have become more 
strict in their obser-
vance. In Israel at least, 
it seems to have a lot 
more to do with exter-
nal things. Men who used to wear a kipah 
now go around in black hats and black suits. 
More and more neighborhoods are becom-
ing strictly Haredi, and people have started 
to close themselves off mentally as well 
as physically. This is certainly a phenom-
enon in Jerusalem, and I think it’s too bad. 

MO: What do you think is causing the 
slide to the right? 

JK: One answer I’ve heard, but I’m not 
sure I believe it, is that this is part of a more 
general phenomena across the world. Mus-
lims are becoming much more right-wing, 
and there has certainly been a growth in 
Christian fundamentalism. Of course, we 
Jews like to believe that we have nothing to 
do with what’s going on in other religions, 
so maybe it’s just that the world has tilted on 
its axis. If not, well, I know that some things 
go in cycles: anyone who knows about the 
state of Orthodoxy eighty or ninety years ago 
knows that it was moving in the other direc-
tion. There were plenty of synagogues then 
that became nominally Conservative because 
that was just what was in the wind. Now it’s 
different, but maybe, in 20 or 30 years from 
now, the winds will shift again and people 
will start to move in the opposite direction. 

MO: I know that when I began learn-
ing about how halacha was decided it 
troubled me. 

JK: I think there is a natural tendency — 
everyone has it, and I would include myself 
in this — everyone would prefer to think that 
halacha is altogether divinely determined, 
descending straight from heaven. I certainly 
think that was the beginning of halacha, but 
inevitably there is a kind of hand-off from 
the divine to the human, from prophets to 
the elders to rabbis and codifi ers and poskim. 
That’s what our tradition says, and I think 
this aspect of Judaism is dyed in the wool.

MO: What is “In the Val-
ley of the Shadow” about? 
JK: It’s really a kind of prolonged media-
tion on a certain state of mind. This might 
seem like an impos- sible task: to write a 

book about a state 
of mind, but that’s 
what I tried to do. It 
started with a per-
sonal experience. 
About ten years 
ago, I was diag-
nosed with a very 
aggressive form 
of cancer. When 
you hear some-
thing like that, it 
certainly changes 
your outlook on 
life: the doctors 
tell you you’ve 
got two or three 
years to live, and 
it’s of course very 
disturbing. But 
for me, there was 
also something 
fascinating about 
it. You enter into 
a different mode 
of thinking. I’m 
sure anyone 
who has expe-
rienced it will 
know what I’m 
talking about... 

You start to think about yourself very differ-
ently. This is what I tried to talk about it in 
the book, a certain sense of our own small-
ness, and a different way of fi tting into the 
world. It was important to me because it 
seemed to have an awful lot to do with re-
ligion, with something that a lot of religions 
share. I’ve spent a good deal of time studying 
various religions, but nobody ever seemed to 
talk about this religious “sense of self.” That 
state of mind is still very much the mind-set 
of much of the world, For me, it was very 

much connected to this state of mind and 
thinking about oneself that used to exist, 
even though it is slipping away from us in 
the modern West. 

MO: What does it have to do with fi t-
ting into the world? 

JK: I use the expression ‘fi tting into the 
world’ because not too long ago, people still 
had a strong sense that the world belongs 
to G-d, so that we fi t into His world. I think 
that’s the main thing that has changed for 
people in our modern, Western way of think-
ing. We ourselves have expanded, until we 
now fi ll the whole sky, each individual does. 
Lots of theologians today, as well as the en-
emies of religion, try to address the reality 
of G-d in terms of His sovereignty over the 
world. But what I said at the end of the book 
is that what’s really at issue is not so much 
the divine sovereignty over the world, but 
the divine sovereignty over the cubic centi-
meter of space that starts just at the tip of 
our noses. That’s where G-d’s sovereignty 
used to begin, but what we’ve succeeded in 
doing in our modern Western state of mind 
is taking over that cubic centimeter, and the 
rest of the sky along with it, the whole uni-
verse in fact. That’s how we fi t in — until, 
of course, someone says, “You’ve got cancer.” 

MO: How do you think Judaism deals 
with this matter of “fi tting in”? 

JK: I think the whole basis of Judaism is 
what we call Avodat Hashem. Serving G-d. 
There are lots of religions, but what seems so 

great and unique about Judaism is it gives you 
a prepared path of things to do, so that in a 
hundred ways every day, you are reminded 
that it’s not your world, and the way is always 
open to allow G-d, as it were, to step in. So 
we get up in the morning and we say these 
prayers and put on tefi llin, and that opens the 
conversation. Studying the Gemara, keeping 
kashrut, Shabbat, tsedakah — all the things 
we do that make up the life of Orthodox Jews 
are a way of fi tting into G-d’s world, fi lling our 
lives with the divine presence.  

‘In the Valley of the Shadow’

Q & A with James Kugel

James Kugel
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As I walked through the doors of Noi Due 
I was immediately stuck by how wonderful 
the restaurant smells. The aroma, a combina-
tion of dark Italian coffee and freshly baked 
bread, permeates the small Upper West 
Side restaurant, adding to the overall ambi-
ance already set by the exposed brick and 
dark wood interior. As I sat drinking a rich 
espresso with Noi Due’s owner Golan Chetrit 
I learned that these two scents represent the 
cornerstones of Noi Due’s offerings: a propri-
etary blend of coffee from Napoli and pizza/
focaccia from their brick oven. As I tried both 
the coffee and the pizza I realized that these 
are not just the cornerstones of Noi Due be-
cause of how amazingly they’re made; they’re 
the cornerstones because they represent the 
true spirit of the restaurant’s Italian cuisine. 

Italian cuisine is very much based around 
the concept of a shared 
culinary experience 
and Noi Due, which 
means “We Two” in 
Italian, does an excel-
lent job of acclimating 
this philosophy into 
their menu. They of-
fer a wide range of 
appetizers meant to 
be shared by diners. I 
was especially fond of  
the Melanzane Imbot-
titi which is a baked 
eggplant fi lled with 
creamy ricotta, covered 

in a marinara sauce and mozzarella which 
are both made daily at Noi Due. The eggplant 
was tender and perfectly cooked; the ricotta 
blended with the fresh marinara and mozza-
rella perfectly.

For the main I had the Margherita Pizza 
made with their fresh mozzarella and basil. 
I also tried the Aglio e Olio, a simple pasta 
with complex fl avors. The Aglio e Olio is 
made with olive oil, garlic, and red and black 
pepper. Its fl avor carries so much depth that 
it’s hard to believe how few ingredients go 
into it. The garlic was expertly caramelized, 
giving the dish a hint of sweetness as you 
fi rst bite into it, followed by a pleasant heat 
from the pepper. This might be on my list of 
favorite pasta dishes. 

Despite how much I enjoyed the dishes 
listed above, what I loved most about Noi Due 
is Chetrit’s willingness to dabble with food 
and ingredients from other cultures and still 
keep them distinctly Italian. Two truly amaz-
ing examples of this are the Sigari and the 
Mozzarella Basket. The Sigari are made like 
classical Moroccan cigars fi lled with spinach 
and ricotta and then dipped in marinara. The 
result is a fl avor reminiscent of both Israel 
and Italy. The Mozzarella Basket is Noi Due’s 
nod to Asian cuisine. Mozzarella is fried tem-
pura style and served with sautéed tomatoes, 
onions and mushrooms, all covered in a light 
teriyaki sauce. All of this is then presented in 
an edible bowl surrounded by a balsamic re-
duction. The mozzarella takes to frying beau-
tifully and I was shocked at how well teriyaki 
and balsamic go together.

As I ate at Noi Due I was brought back to 
my time in Italy. Back then I remember think-
ing that only in Italy would I be able to eat 
this magnifi cently. Thanks to Noi Due a little 

piece of that Italy now resides within reach 
on 69th and Amsterdam.

Zechariah Mehler is a widely published food 
writer and expert in social marketing. Follow him 
on Twitter @thekoshercritic

The Kosher Critic

Italy on the streets 
of New York

Zechariah Mehler
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Opinion
Letters to the editor
Misrepresenting 
the RCA

To the Editor:
The Jewish Star’s article on the 

brain death controversy in the Or-
thodox community (“Is Brain Death 
Enough?  The RCA Says Maybe”; 
January 21, 2011) was a good over-
all summary of the major issues of 
a very complex topic.  However, we 
think it was misleading to suggest 
that the Rabbinical Council of Amer-
ica has no position on the issue.

In fact, the RCA took a very ad-
mirable position in its clarifi cation 
statement.  It stressed that there 
are two legitimate and equally valid 
opinions on what constitutes hala-
chic death — brain stem death and 
irreversible cessation of heartbeat 
— and individuals rabbis are free to 
choose the position they feel most 
comfortable with.

In addition, the statement empha-
sized three other important points:

■ The debate is about how one 
defi nes halachic death, and does not 
involve the question of whether or 
not organ donation is permissible in 
Jewish law.

■ Organ donation saves lives, 
which is of paramount importance in 
Jewish law.  If one defi nes halachic 
death as brain stem death, the op-
portunity to donate organs is great-
er, but even if one defi nes halachic 
death as the irreversible cessation of 
heartbeat, there are still limited op-
portunities to donate organs.

■ Live organ donation is permit-

ted by all halachic decisors.
We applaud Rabbi Moshe 

Kletenick, Rabbi Shmuel Goldin, and 
the RCA for stressing the importance 
of organ donation in Jewish law,
while recognizing the very serious 
and complex debate on how to de-
fi ne death in halacha.

Harold Perl, MD
Teaneck, NJ

Michael Feldstein
Stamford, CT

Members of the Board, Halachic 
Organ Donor Society

Ghettos are ghettos
To the Editor: 
Mr. Gerber is embarrassing him-

self with his ignorance of history 
(“The Kosher Bookworm: What’s so 
Jewish about blood libels and ghet-
tos”; January 21, 2010) The Frank-
furt and Rome ghettos are in fact
quite similar to the urban ghettos 
in which many African Americans
found themselves in the 20th centu-
ry, as both the Jews and the African 
Americans were legally prohibited
from living in other sections of the 
cities.

Real Jews died in both the blood 
libels and in the Warsaw Ghetto. 
Sarah Palin did not. But she has de-
fenders like Mr. Gerber singing her 
praises all over the internet. Would 
that the Jewish victims of blood li-
bels had such an amen chorus!

Charles B. Hall
Bronx
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I know many converts — in 
many cases I can’t even tell 
they were not Jews from birth. 
Each one has a beautiful soul, 
and understands far better 
than I do how special it is to be  
a Jew. 

During one of the classes I teach on weeknights, 
our topic turned to the different kinds of love 
mentioned in the Torah. One insightful partici-

pant commented that if G-d tells us to look out for 
different kinds of people on account of His own per-
sonal feelings of love for them, we have an obligation 
to go above and beyond where our normal emotions 
take us.

In our efforts to emulate G-d, we are meant to 
copy His ways in our treatment of the orphan, the 
widow, the poor and the ger.

Shmot 22:20 states “ Do not hurt the feelings of 
a foreigner or oppress him for you were foreigners 
in Egypt.” Later on in the parsha, we hear (23:9), “ 

Do not oppress a foreigner. You 
know how it feels to be a for-
eigner, for you were foreigners 
in Egypt.”

The Sefer Hachinukh counts 
the instruction in 22:20 as two 
commandments — not to op-
press the ger with words and 
not to oppress him with money.

Whether a ger refers to 
a convert or someone who 
is literally a foreigner who 
has come to live among you 
(Rashi) is a subject of debate. 
Regardless, the Torah’s point 
is minimally commanding us 
to respect persons of all differ-

ent nationalities who want to live peaceably with the 
Jewish people.

This is a sentiment we can all appreciate.
The Or Hachaim warns Jews not to feel superior to 

converts on account of their not being direct descen-
dants of Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. Isn’t it true 
that the direct descendants of the forefathers reached 
the lowest spiritual levels in the depravity of Egypt? 
No one can point fi ngers at the past without revealing 
skeletons in their own closets.

On the other side of the equation is the mitzvah 
to love the ger (Number 431 in Sefer HaChinukh), 
a concept that is repeated a few times in the Torah 
(Vayikra 19:34, Devarim 10:19).

One of the reasons the Sefer Hachinukh advances 
a tighter restriction against pursuing the ger’s money 
is because he, as a foreigner, has no close relatives 
to bail him out. Furthermore, we do not want him 
treated in a way that will cause him to return to his 
former ways.

A number of years ago I was present at the con-
version of an adult male. One of the rabbis said 
something to the man that has stuck in my memory. 

“You realize that in accepting to convert in this man-
ner, you are committing to be in the top 10 percent 
of observance,” the rabbi explained. “Most Jews are 
born into this and might choose how they want to go 
about expressing their Jewishness. But you are ask-
ing to join our ranks, and in turn we’re asking of you 
to commit to the highest level of observance.”

I know many converts — in many cases, I can’t 
even tell they were not Jews from birth. Each one has 
a beautiful soul, and understands far better than I do 
how special it is to be a Jew.

Many years ago, I was the gabbai for a minyan 
where a Hispanic convert prayed. When he was 
asked his name for an aliyah, he always said his 
name, proudly concluding with “ben Avraham Avinu” 
— son of Abraham our forefather. His natural father 
is not Jewish, but through converting, he is now the 
son of Abraham.

I can’t speak from personal experience about 
whether being a convert has a stigma. 

Yes, there is a rule that a kohen may not marry a 
female convert — but this has nothing to do with the 
convert personally, as much as it has to do with how 
we view kohanim, and a reality check of the convert’s 
past. But beyond this restriction, converts are consid-
ered complete Jews in every way, in the same man-
ner of every Jew who is not a kohen or levi.

We should admire gerim — individuals who have 
left their former lives behind to embrace Judaism. 
The Torah, after all, tells us we are to love them.

I like to think that the righteous converts should 
be put on a pedestal and pointed at for all to see that 
“This is how a Jew is supposed to live.”

May we merit to overcome our inhibitions and 
stigmas; may we truly fulfi ll the mitzvot of treating 
converts properly. They are the best of us, and we 
ought to learn from them.

Parshat Mishpatim

Unstigmatizing the convert

Rabbi Avi Billet

VOICE YOUR OPINION! 
E-mail letters to letters@thejewishstar.com 

or fax to (516) 569-4942.



N ot that anyone is counting, but this is 
my 180th article for this fi ne newspa-
per. In article 88, I described a wed-

ding I attended in Williamsburg. When I 
went out to make a phone call, I observed 
a stranger driving away in my silver Acura. 

The valet had erred 
as the stranger and I 
owned similar cars. At 
any rate, I was reunited 
with my car, but upon 
arriving home, I found 
the man’s hat in my 
front seat. Through 
the good graces of the 
Nachum Segal radio 
show, the stranger and 
his hat were reunited 
a few days later. All 
seemed well in the hat 
world. 

That is, until article 
180.

A few weeks back, 
someone in my shul ac-
cidentally left the prem-
ises with my hat, a love-

ly black fedora with a sporty feather. A week 
later, the hat did not reappear. I pulled out my 
back-up hat from the closet. It was not as fan-
cy as my primary hat and did not fi t quite as 
well. The back-up is gray while my fi rst love is 

black. For good reason, it had been relegated 
to back-up duty. Now, I do not mean to insult 
hat number two, but simply wish to point out 
that it is a back-up hat for a reason. 

I do have an emotional attachment to that 
grey fedora, having sort of inherited it from 
a relative. My great uncle Seymour passed 
away and his family held a memorial tribute 
for him. As the proceedings concluded, Sey-
mour’s son approached me and asked what 
my hat size was. I’ve been asked some weird 
questions in my lifetime but given where we 
were, I couldn’t imagine the relevance of 
such a question. Long story short, Seymour 
had purchased the gray hat two weeks before 
his passing and never wore it. Of all the rela-
tives present, we seemed shared a hat size. 
So after a moving tribute to my dead relative, 
I had a new hat. 

I felt a bit funny, not only by acquiring it 
at a memorial, but also because the hat did 
not really fi t that well. By the same token, I 
didn’t want to look a gift horse in the, well, 
head. I overcame all my doubts and proudly 
donned the gray hat and drove home. 

Now, my neighbor is one of the fi nest 
neighbors one could ever hope for and we 
get along swimmingly.

He has a wonderful sense of humor and 
impeccable timing in the delivery of his witty 
and pithy lines. His timing was never on bet-
ter display then that Sunday evening when 

we both pulled into our respective driveways. 
We exited our vehicles, he, in a well fi tting 
baseball cap, and me with my great uncle 
Seymour’s hat bobbing up and down on my 
head. My neighbor quipped ”Who died and 
left you that hat?’’

“If you must know,” I replied, “My great 
uncle Seymour.”

My neighbor then informed me that he 
knew Seymour and was terribly saddened 
by the news of his passing. For a moment, 
we both stared at each other, not knowing 
who made the other one more uncomfort-
able. Of course he was joking. And of course 
if he knew I had actually inherited my hat 
from Seymour, he would probably not have 
said what he said. Or would he? Of course, if 
I knew he knew Seymour, I would not have 
made him feel bad by telling him I received 
the hat — the hat he just made fun of  — 
from Seymour. Or would I? 

Not wanting to make either of us feel un-
comfortable in the future, I put the gray hat 
away and didn’t think about it again until a few 
weeks ago, when my black hat disappeared. 

Now, I’m not a great fan of conspiracy the-
ories. I still believe that Oswald acted alone. 
But part of me, the sinister part, believes 
that my neighbor had something to do with 
the disappearance of my black hat the other 
week. It was all part of his plot to force me 
to revive the gray hat from retirement so that 

he could have the last laugh.
I don’t know for sure, but he had been 

acting very suspiciously lately, even going so
far as to ask my daughters which Saturday 
morning services I attend and if I still wear 
a hat to shul. 

But I was the one who had the last laugh.
My neighbor invited me for dessert last Fri-
day night. He was having some company for 
the meal and he wanted them to meet my 
family and vice versa. I marched in with the
gray hat and thanked him for letting me bor-
row it for my kids  school play. 

“I told you I would bring it back in time
for you to wear it to shul on Shabbos morn-
ing,” I said. 

I placed the hat on his head, but he got 
the real last laugh as the hat fi t absolutely 
perfectly.

My neighbor and dear uncle Seymour 
were never closer. One man’s folly is another 
man’s fashion. It is defi nitely something to 
remember as I write this article one hour 
before President Obama’s State of the Union
address when he will undoubtedly intone 
that the state of the union is strong, whether 
it fi ts or not.

David Seidemann is a partner with  the law 
fi rm of Seidemann & Mermelstein.  He can be 
reached at (718) 692-1013  and at ds@lawof-
fi cesm.com

The case of the missing hat

Opinion

FROM THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 

BENCH

David Seidemann
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THE MOST NONSTOP FLIGHTS TO TEL AVIV FROM NEW YORK (JFK/NEWARK) AND THE ONLY NONSTOP FLIGHTS FROM LOS ANGELES, IN ADDITION TO NONSTOP FLIGHTS FROM TORONTO

EL AL VACATIONS is the most affordable way to experience Israel. It’s the perfect guide to customize your special trip to our 
homeland. Our 60 years’ experience and insider connections get you great deals on airfare, hotel packages, car rentals, tours and 
so much more. For more details and to start planning your vacation, visit www.elal-vacations.com or call 800-223-6700.

AFFORDABLE, INCLUSIVE VACATIONS IN ISRAEL: FLIGHTS, HOTELS, CAR, TOURS AND MORE.

SkyWordsWithELAL.com EL AL Israel Airlines USA ELALUSA www.elal.com

A NEW WAY TO PLAN
YOUR VACATION 
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LEGAL NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
OF
COUNTY TREASURER’S SALE
OF TAX LIENS ON REAL 
ESTATE
IN THE TOWN OF HEMP-
STEAD AND THE TOWN OF 
NORTH HEMPSTEAD
Notice is hereby given that I 
shall, from the 15th day of 
February, 2011 through the 
18th day of February, 2011, 
beginning at 10:00 o’clock in 
the morning each day, in the 
Legislative Chamber, First 
Floor, Theodore Roosevelt 
Executive And Legislative 
Building, 1550 Franklin Ave-

nue, Mineola, New York, sell 
at public auction the tax liens 
on certain real estate, unless 
the owner, mortgagee, occu-
pant of or any other party in 
interest in such real estate 
shall have paid to the County 
Treasurer by February 11, 
2011 the total amount of 
such unpaid taxes or assess-
ments with the interest, pen-
alties and other expenses 
and charges against  the 
property. Such tax liens will 
be sold at the lowest rate of  
interest, not exceeding 10 per 
cent per six month’s period,  
for which any person or per-
sons shall offer  to  take  the  

total  amount  of  such  
unpaid  taxes  as  defined  in  
section  5-37.0  of  the  Nas-
sau  County Administrative 
Code.
As required by Section 5-44.0 
of the Nassau County Admin-
istrative Code, the County 
Treasurer shall charge a reg-
istration fee of $100.00 per 
day to each person who shall 
seek to bid at the public auc-
tion as defined above.  
A list of all real estate in Nas-
sau County on which tax 
liens are to be sold is avail-
able at the website of the 
Nassau County Treasurer at 
http://www.nassaucountyny.

gov/agencies/Treasurer/Annu-
al_Tax_Lien_Sale/tax_sale_
listing.html.   A partial listing
of the real estate located in 
school district number(s) 14, 
15 in the Town of Hempstead 
and  in  s choo l  d i s t r i c t 
number(s) 7 in the Town of 
North Hempstead only upon 
which tax liens are to be sold
will be printed in this news-
paper during the week of 
February 7, 2011. 
THE NASSAU COUNTY TREA-
SURER
MINEOLA, NEW YORK
Dated: January 14, 2011
#21611E

Have you checked out our new website?

www.thejewishstar.com

You can post your own 
photos and videos to the 

website, all you have to do 
 sign up for an account.

Like us on Facebook at 
The Jewish Star newspaper 

(Long Island, NY)

Follow us on Twitter 
at www.twitter.com/

JewishStarNY
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REAL ESTATE

Apartments For Rent

CEDARHURST NO FEE Modern 1BR, 
2BR & 3BR. CAC, W/D, Storage, Private 
Entrance, Indoor Parking, Near All. 
Starting At $1450.  (516)860-6889/ 
(516)852-5135

FAR ROCKAWAY: CAFFREY AVENUE. 
Renovated 2 BR's  Available. Free Gas. 
Walk Worship, School. 718-899-2800, 
718-791-9683

Commercial Prop./Rent

HEWLETT  TRAIN STATION 
(1215 Station Plaza)

 2,000 sf, Ground Floor (+1,800 
sf Carpeted Basement) $3,950

 ALSO 1193 Broadway
 1,000 sf, $1,950

Ben 212-685-6500

Vacation Rentals/Prop.

FONTAINEBLEAU MIAMI BEACH:  
Magnifi cent 850 Sq .Ft. Studio, Sleeps 4-6, 
Daily/  Weekly.  347-804-4666.

Business/Opportunities

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

EDITOR/ REPORTER 
Herald Community Newspapers seeks 
an experienced journalist to report for 

and edit one of our newspapers. The fo-
cus of our paper is community news; on 

the people in the neighborhoods we 
serve, covering the schools, events, gov-

ernment and the people, places and 
events that make our communities tick. 
Qualifi ed candidates must have at least 
two years of newspaper or wire service 

experience in reporting and editing.  
Long Island residents a strong plus.   

Candidates must have driver's license,  
own car and cell phone.  As a commu-
nity journalist, you will be required to 

cover meetings and other evening 
events in the local community.  Good 

salary and benefi ts. Qualifi ed applicants 
should      e-mail their resume and salary 
requirements to joconnell@liherald.com 
with EDITOR/ REPORTER position as 
the subject line. MUST SUBMIT YOUR 
SALARY REQUIRMENTS. No phone 

calls, please.

Health & Fitness Health & Fitness

Autos Wanted

Business/Opportunities

Help Wanted

 SALES CHAMPION
 INTERNET 

ADVERTISING
Full Time - Team Player. Growth Posi-
tion For Someone Who is Motivated, En-
ergetic and Experienced. College De-
gree and Minimum One Year Internet 
Advertising Sales Required. Must Have 
Car and Valid Drivers License. Salary 
Commensurate with Experience. We Of-
fer Quarterly Bonus, 401K, Health Bene-
fi ts, Dental,  Life Insurance, Vacation, 
Sick & Personal Time.  For Confi dential 
Interview Email Your Resume to: adu-
ran@liherald.com

CLASSIFIEDS
To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205
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1/30, 10AM-4PM
376 Central Ave 

Apt IU
Luxury 1 Br Condo

Concierge. Lg LR, DR, 
Newly Reno. EIK With 

Wood Cabinets & Granite 
Counter Tops. New Appls, 

W/D (warranty), 
2 New Baths/ Vanities & 
Granite Countertops. 
Indoor Pkg. Freshly 

Painted, New Carpeting. 

Taxes $3,010.31, 
Monthly Charges 

$528.97

LAWRENCE 
THE 

CARLYLE

Sale By Owner, 
No Brokers
Inquiries

917-796-6392
openhouseIU@aol.com

The World’s Largest Commercial Cleaning 
Franchisor is a proven leader in the industry 
with over 40 years of experience. Entrepreneur 
magazine has ranked Jani-King as the:
#1 Commercial Cleaning Franchise
#1 Home Based Franchise
#2 Low Investment Franchise
Join the King of Clean and discover the 
freedom of business ownership. Franchise 
plans offered start with a $3000 down 
payment. This franchise offering is made 
by prospectus only.

www.janiking.com
©2010 Jani-King International, Inc. CD0508-0097 400209

Weightloss  Medications

www.MDThin.com

Phentermine, Phendimetrazine, etc 

for $80

(631) 462-6161 (516) 754-6001
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HIRING?
Run Your Ad in 

The Jewish Star
Just Call Our Classified

Department at
516-632-5205

Autos Wanted

One phone call, one
order, one heck of a

good price to run your
ad in any state, or across

the country. Call the 
USA Classified Network

today! 
1-800-231-6152

Weigh the Advantages
of Legal Advertising in 

For information on rates and 
coverage, contact our Legals Dept.

at 516-569-4000.

THE
JEWISH
STAR

THE
JEWISH
STAR
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BIG BOB’S 
Storage is 

the solution to 
your Home and
Business Space 

problems
• Make your house a home again!
• Declutter your closets!
• Store seasonal items!
• Store archives and fi les!
• Secure individual units!

With a minimum of a 3 month agreement
not to be combined with any other offer.

GET THE
1ST

FREE
month

BIG BOB'S SELF STORAGE 2 Endo Blvd., Garden City • 516-227-0200
1 block south of Stewart Avenue, just west of the Meadowbrook Parkway (Exit 3M) Adjacent to north campus of Nassau Community College. Offer Expires 3-31-11.

KEEP YOUR
NEW YEARS
RESOLUTION!



There is a distinct difference between a va-
cation and a family trip.  A vacation is when 
you go somewhere, wile away your cares, 
skip the laundry and sit on a beach drinking 
a mai tai. Okay — maybe I’m projecting. It 
does not have to be exactly like that, but a 
vacation is something that simply allows you 
to decompress.  

On the other hand, there is the family trip. 
Also enjoyable but for other reasons. The 
packing/repacking, the diapers, juice boxes 
and laundry… None of it ends when you 
reach your destination. Whether you fl ew, 
drove or took the train, travelling as a family 
requires different preparations and expecta-
tions. There will, however, be memories to 
last a lifetime, including pictures and souve-
nirs that will serve as reminders of wonderful 
moments and quality family time.  

Flying with children can also be a chal-
lenge and often an adventure. Having read 
an article many years ago on fl ying as a fam-
ily, I make it a point to thank the people 
around us for their patience and understand-
ing. It is diffi cult for kids to stay seated and 
quiet for hours, regardless of how many toys 
and distractions you bring along.  While we 
are all in this together and no one is getting 
off mid-fl ight to catch a better ride, it is still 
appropriate to show your appreciation to 
your fellow passengers. 

You also hope that even if other passen-
gers are not as understanding as you would 
hope when your baby cries or your small 
child screams that he has to go to the bath-
room now, you will at least have support 
from your fellow tribe members on the plane. 
Yes, the people located in front of us looked 
to change their seats. They did it, however, 
by politely asking the fl ight attendants and 
not by shooting us nasty glances. I might 
have asked to have my seat changed as well 
if I was fl ying alone. Other people on board, 

including some of the fl ight attendants, actu-
ally commented that my kids were behaving 
very nicely. 

When a woman wearing a sheitel gave me 
dirty looks, I didn’t take her seriously. 

Maybe it was because she was travelling 
with her son who kept on checking out what 
my kids were watching because there was no 
video on the fl ight. Maybe it was because I 
fi gured that, as a parent, she could appreci-
ate that children on a fl ight to Florida with 
friends might be excited and maybe she 
should just cut us some slack.  Or maybe, just 
maybe, it was because she kept switching 
back and forth between saying tehillim and 
reading Cosmo. (I am sure she was reading 
it for its very informative articles with their 
even more interesting titles.)

I could, if space  allowed, go into detail as 
to the words that she and I exchanged.  I can 
tell you that she said that the entire plane 
was staring at me. I corrected her and ex-
plained that the other passengers were, in 
fact, staring at her. 

There were empty seats available in the 
rear of the plane, I said, and if she wanted to, 
she should feel free to move. Given the size 
of my group I was in no position to move any-
where. I wanted her to know, however, that 
while I thanked the passengers around us for 
their patience, I could not thank her because 
she had no patience at all.  

Having already given a pretty good syn-
opsis of the event, the best moment was 
when she jumped up to get something from 
her overhead bin and her son asked her what 
she was doing. As she grabbed her iPod from 
her bag, she exclaimed, “I cannot stand this 
noise!” Looking around him and slightly per-
plexed, he looked at his mother and said, 
“What noise?”

MLW

Dear That’s Life,

     That’s life Edited by Miriam L. Wallach

     In what has become a tradition, a 
group of 50 students from The Yeshi-
va of Flatbush Joel Braverman High 
School visited Aleh’s Jerusalem fa-
cility last week. Aleh (www.aleh.org) 
is Israel’s largest network of residen-
tial facilities for children with severe 
physical and cognitive disabilities. The 
group joined the Aleh children to take 
part in creative activities relating to 
the season, including planting fl owers, 
simulating wind and rain and using art 
supplies to create beautiful clouds. 

Yeshiva of Flatbush visits Aleh
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Time Out New York

THE CRITICS AGREE 
COLIN QUINN 
CONQUERS BROADWAY

“HILARIOUS!”New York Times

“HILARIOUS!” New York Post

“HILARIOUS!” Variety

“COLIN QUINN NAILS IT. STATE OF THE ART.” Time Magazine

“BRISK AND SEINFELDIAN.” New York Magazine

EXTENDED THROUGH MARCH 5

Photo: Carol Rosegg

43
97

90



Ja
nu

ar
y 

28
, 2

0
11

  2
3 

Sh
ev

at
 5

77
1  

 T
H

E
 J

EW
IS

H
 S

TA
R

16

44
31

27


