
B Y  M A Y E R  F E R T I G

Parents of close to 50 girls who
expected to attend Shalhevet High
School for Girls in September, as
incoming freshmen or returning 10th
graders, were stunned on Tuesday to
hear that the HAFTR board of trustees,
which has been funding Shalhevet,
voted overwhelmingly on Monday
night to stop doing so. In all likelihood
the decision will shut the school down
after just one year of operation, though
some parents expressed hope that it

could be saved. 
“Shalhevet is a victim of the tumul-

tuous economic times that many not-
for-profits, as well as yeshivot, are
experiencing,” said Mark Honigsfeld,
the incoming co-president of the
Hebrew Academy of The Five Towns
and Rockaway. 

Shalhevet has been operating at a
deficit, “like any start-up school,”
Honigsfeld said. Shalhevet was created
to complement the all-boys Rambam
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Torah reading: Parshat PinchasShabbat

Editor’s note: Hafganah is a common
Israeli term for protest; the plural is
Hafganos. The headline refers to the
violent protests that have dominated
news from Israel in the past several
weeks, in which anger over plans to
open a Jerusalem municipal garage on
Shabbos morphed into pitched battles
between police and Orthodox Jews.  

B Y  R A B B I  Y A K O V  H O R O W I T Z

Let’s start with a simple multiple-
choice question:
What is a
greater desecra-
tion of G-d’s
name?

A) Non-obser-
vant Jews who
never had the
benefit of a
Torah education
driving cars on
Shabbos?

B) Identifi-
ably Orthodox
people throwing
rocks at police
officers on Shab-
bos in full view
of the media.    

I cannot for
the life of me
understand how
any decent
human being, let
alone an
ehrliche Yid
(upstanding Jew)
who was raised
learning Torah
and hearing sto-
ries of the
Chofetz Chaim
can answer any-
thing but “B.”

And I’ll take it
a step further
and say that any-
one who chooses
“A” did not learn
the same Torah
and the same
mesorah that my

generation was taught by Reb Moshe

Independent and original reporting from the Orthodox communities of Long Island

PR
ST

 S
TD

U
S 

PO
ST

A
G

E 
PA

ID
 

G
A

RD
EN

 C
IT

Y 
N

Y
11

53
0

PE
R

M
IT

 N
O

 3
01

VOL.  8 ,  NO.  28

B Y  L A U R A  T U R E T S K Y  

By the end of the week Aliza and Yossi Battat
expect to be living in a Petach Tivka apartment next
door to Yossi’s brother. 

The Battat’s, now former Cedarhurst residents,
are among a number of local families that are mov-
ing to Israel — making aliyah — this summer with
the assistance of the Nefesh B’Nefesh organization. 

They and their four children and 226 other olim
(immigrants) flew from JFK Monday afternoon on
an El Al charter — the first of the summer for
Nefesh B’Nefesh. In all, 139 adults and 93 children
were on board, hailing from 18 of the United States,
plus Canada’s Quebec province. The youngest was
just seven weeks old, the oldest 83 years old. Seven
dogs and a cat accompanied the olim. This summer
4,000 people from North America and the United
Kingdom (plus assorted pets) expect to arrive in
Israel on 15 aliyah group flights and charters orga-
nized by Nefesh B’Nefesh and the Jewish Agency. 

For the Battat’s, the decision for aliyah came
four years ago. “We realized the quality of life is bet-
ter there for raising children,” said Aliza, referring to
the freedom the children will have and the environ-
ment they will grow up in, living in the Jewish State.  

Ayton, the oldest, turns five at the end of July,
Elon and Tzvi are three-and-a-half and Rina is 15
months. All attended pre-school at the JCC of the
Greater Five Towns.

“I don’t think they understand [what it means
to be making aliyah], but they’re very excited for it!”
said their mother.

Aliza and Yossi’s friends are excited for the fami-
ly, as well. “We’re making the trip of a lifetime!” said
Aliza.

Ellie and Donny Fein, also from Cedarhurst,
plan to fly with Nefesh B’Nefesh on August 18.
They’re moving to Ramat Beit Shemesh Aleph with
their 4 children: Sammy, 9, Azi, 7, Shraga, 4, and
Akiva, 3 months. The older ones attended Yeshiva of
South Shore. “All their cousins are in Israel... so they
are very excited,” said Ellie.

Ellie recently left her position as an administra-
tive assistant at Yeshiva of South Shore. Donny is a
life insurance broker and plans to continue his busi-
ness from Israel, with occasional travel. 

Donny decided eight years ago to make aliyah
but Ellie wasn’t sure. She promised if he could sell
their house in this market she would take it as a
sign. Donny sold the house. “I had to keep my end of

the deal,” said Ellie. 
“The hardest part was making the decision.

Now that I made it, I’m excited! It’s the best choice
for our kids and for us,” Ellie said, adding, “Everyone
we know there [in Israel] is so happy!”

Ellie said she was glad to have the support that
comes with making aliyah on a Nefesh B’Nefesh
flight. Many of the traditional bureaucratic hurdles

B Y  M A L K A  E I S E N B E R G

You won’t find the cheapest
kosher meat in the Five Towns
at a kosher supermarket. It’s
actually at Costco on Rockaway
Turnpike, believe it or not, vacu-
um-packed by a new sister
brand of Empire Kosher Poultry,
and jointly supervised by the OU
and Star-K. 

“Costco has taken a variety
of cuts as tests into their Brook-
lyn and Five Towns stores to see
how well they do,” said Elie
Rosenfeld, a spokesman for EKB

Kosher Beef, LLC of Mifflintown,
PA. 

First-cut brisket, rib steaks,
ground beef and chuck roast are
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Summer’s first aliyah charter from JFK
Nefesh B’Nefesh flies families from Five Towns, others from 18 states, to new lives in Israel 

See SUMMER’S FIRST, Page 9

See KOSHER, Page 3

See SHALHEVET, Page 12

I N  M Y  V I E W

‘Hafganos’
begin at
home

Time to stand up for 
true Torah Judaism

Rabbi Yakov Horowitz is the founder and
dean of Yeshiva Darchei Noam of Monsey,
and founder and director of Agudath
Israel’s Project Y.E.S.

See VIEW, Page 7

HATE CRIME
Swastikas on Chabad shul

Page 11

PURGING JEWISH HISTORY
Important follow-up

Page 5

”You and I
know with cer-
tainty that our
gedolim do not

sanction nor
support any

expression of
violence. But
the public at

large does not
know that, and
paints all of us

— Charedim,
Modern

Orthodox, all
observant Jews

— with one
broad brush.“

www.thejewishstar.com

Photos by Sasson Tiram
Natan Sharansky (third from left) and Nefesh B'Nefesh co-founder Tony Gelbart (second from left) at Ben Gurion air-
port Tuesday greeting new olim Yudi and Aviva Zuller and children Navah (right), Binyamin (behind Sharansky),
Kaylah and Gilad (in mom’s arms). Zuller (left) has raised more than $1 million for victims of terrorism in Israel. 

After a long flight to their new home in Israel, Ronan
and Leah Hillel, formerly of North Woodmere, deplaned
with their six children.

Aliza and Yossi Battat, formerly of Cedarhurst, on the
tarmac with Ayton, Elon, Tzvi and Rina, Nefesh B'Nefesh
co-founders Tony Gelbart (left) and Rabbi Yehoshua Fass
(right) and members of the Berrie family, which spon-
sored the July 6th charter flight from JFK.

Shoppers have no 
beef with kosher 
meat at Costco

Photo by Malka Eisenberg
Costco in Lawrence now stocks
kosher meat from Empire.

Shalhevet HS funding
ended by HAFTR trustees 

GRANDPARENTS & ARBIS
Azriel Ganz

Page 5
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Wedding
! Wedding of Jackie Fiedler
(Lawrence, NY) & Shlomo Weiss
(Staten Island, NY) — July 5,
2009

Engagements
! Engagement of
Lisa Golombeck
(Lawrence, NY) &
Ben Lowy
(Teaneck, NJ) —
July 2, 2009
! Engagement of
Binyamin Bauman
(Passaic, NJ) &
Rivka Naiditch
(Jerusalem, Israel)
— July 2, 2009

Upsherin
! Upsherin of
Dovid Koenigsberg
(West Hempstead,
NY) — July 5,
2009

Birth
! Birth of Baby
Boy to Tami
(Bomzer) and Dov Goldblatt
(Woodmere, NY) — July 5, 2009

To view entire galleries,
please visit

www.onlysimchas.com

Dear That’s Life, 
Overheard at Fifth of July

barbeque:
I went to high school to

learn how to type; I went to col-
lege to learn my social security
number. Everything else was
useless. 

EDDIE LOWENTHAL
Manhattan

Dear That’s Life, 
One of two things happens

every time I go to the movies:
either I fall asleep or I go to the
bathroom.  Often, both happen.
Rarely, however, do I get
through a movie without one
occurring and therefore, watch-
ing an entire movie is a thing of
the past.  That is something I
associate with my younger
years.

As a result, no one likes to
go to the movies with me -
understandably so.  It’s also a
bit of a waste of money for me
to buy a ticket to a theatre so I
can simply take a nap.  Cut me

some slack - an air-conditioned
room, comfy seats and a dark-
ened theatre.  That spells nap-
time to me.  

On a bright and sunny day
(remember that ONE day?), I
took some of my children to a
movie about two weeks ago and
after making sure they were set-
tled, I nestled into my chair and
once the lights were out, so was
I.  Someone recently asked me if
I had enjoyed the film and I
honestly could not tell him, for I
had no clue what the movie was
about.  The only thing that
woke me from my slumber was
my vibrating cell phone, which
made me jump out of my skin.  

Walking out of the theatre
to take the call, I decided I
needed to get a soda to wake
me up a little.  Still in a bit of a
daze, I went to the bathroom
first to wash my face and then
I’d order my Pepsi.  Coming out
of the bathroom, I noticed a
commotion in the lobby.
Crowded and huddled around
each other, the staff at the the-
atre were cheering and carrying
on around what seemed to be a
couple of people in the middle.
I could not imagine what was
going on and, still a little tired, I
wasn’t sure I wasn’t imagining
things.

The only customer in the
lobby, no one noticed me until I
inched forward, trying to get a
better glimpse into what was
happening.  And then I noticed
two, large, burly African Ameri-
can men in the middle of the
crowd engaged in, what seemed
like, a serious and energetic
thumb wrestle match.

Smiling, I approached the
snack counter to buy my soda. 

“Slow day?” I asked the
gentleman behind the counter,
who had been busy watching
the match before I rudely
approached. “It’s finally a nice
day so no one is here,” he
responded. “And I guess you
guys have already watched all
of the movies here, right?” I
asked. “Yes,” he nodded. He
handed me my drink and my
change and said, “Have a nice
day and enjoy your movie.” 

“Movie? What movie?” I
asked. “I am going back to
sleep...this has been one heck of
a dream.”

MLW

Lisa
Golombeck
& Ben Lowy

Dovid
Koenigsberg
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HEMPSTEAD
299 Peninsula Blvd.

Hempstead, NY 11550
Hours Mon.–Thurs. 8–6, Wed. 8–8

Fri. 8–4, Sat. 10–5, Sun. 10–3

HUNTINGTON
373 West Jericho Tpk.
Huntington, NY 11743

Hours Mon. 10–6, Tues.& Thurs. 9–6
Wed. 9–8, Fri. 9–4, Sat. 10–5, Sun 10–3

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (Rt. 112)

Patchogue, NY 11772
Hours Mon. 10–6, Tues.& Thurs. 9–6

Wed. 9–8, Fri. 10–4, Sat. 10–5, Sun 10–3

SHOWROOMS OPEN 7 DAYS!

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island
Nassau# 1761650000 Suffolk# 19279 NY Consumer Affairs #0856560.

516-481-3000 • 631-612-2510
uwds.com

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING

•FREE INSTALLATION•ALL PRICES ARE FULLY INSTALLED•FREE INSTALLATION•ALL PRICES ARE FULLY INSTALLED•

Full
Financing
Available

We
Are The

Commercial

Condo / Co-Op

Experts!
NO

SALES

TAX!

Custom Made
STEEL 
DOORS

YOU PAY 
$799

You Get 
30% off 
from the 

Government 
Rebate

Your 
FINAL COST 

= $559.30

$329.00
NO TAX

Triple Glass
Double Hungs
Fully Installed

U Value .23
SHGC .27

Reg. $429

SUPER STIMULUS 
SAVINGS

BUY TEN WINDOWS 
$429 x 10 = $4290

SAVE $100 per window

$329 x 10 = $3290

YOU PAY $3290

Get Additional 30% off from 
the Government Rebate

YOU PAID $3290
MINUS 30% = $987

YOUR TOTAL COST = $2303
 You’re purchasing a
Triple Glass Window 

for $230 each

30% off up to $1500

ATTIC INSULATION   $1999
up to 1000 square feet 

SALE PRICE  $1499
YOU PAY $1499

30% OFF REBATE
YOUR FINAL COST = $1049.30

*If you’re a National Grid 
Gas Heat customer 
get another $299.80
from National Grid 

Your FINAL COST = $749.50

Fully Installed
Capping
Caulking

Fully Installed
with Hardware

$799 $899 $1299

PATIO DOORS

ON SALE $1095

Add Solarban 70 
Glass for $149

YOU PAY $1244

Get Additional 
30% off from 

the Government 
Rebate

MINUS 30% =
$373.20

YOUR FINAL COST
= $870.80

PRICES GOOD UNTIL JULY 31, 2009

STORM
DOORS 

30% OFF
REBATE
YOU PAY

$389
MINUS 30% 

=$116.70
YOUR FINAL 

COST
= $272.30

#397 FULL VIEW

Raised Panel 
Insulated 

GARAGE DOOR
Regular price

=$999.00
ON SALE 
=$799.00

30% Government 
Rebate = $239.70
Your Final Cost 

=$559.30

YOU PAY
$50.00 per sq

Average house
cost $1000.00
30% off Rebate

SIDING INSULATION

YOUR FINAL COST
= $700.00

BE A SMART
SHOPPER

FREE

IN HOME

ESTIMATES

Receive Stimulus
Tax Credit 30% off

up to 1500.00
PRICES GOOD UNTIL JULY 31, 2009

FULLY INSTALLED
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TO ADVERTISE IN 
THE JEWISH STAR CALL 516-632-5205 EXT. 4



available in “vacuum-packed
packaging, so the quality is just as
fresh as if they went into the
butcher and the butcher cut it
that day,” Rosenfeld claimed.

Shoppers at the Lawrence
Costco offered exclamations like,
“Wow!” and “It’s amazing!” earlier
this week as they clustered
around refrigerator cases marked
“Kosher” that were filled with fac-
tory-packed kosher meat and
fresh poultry. The chicken is stan-
dard Empire fare, under the
supervision of the Orthodox
Union and KAJ.

A two-pack of chuck steak
weighing 2.13 lbs., with each
steak individually wrapped, was
for sale at $5.99 a pound. A
whole chicken, cut in eighths,
weighing 2.58 lbs., cost $2.29 a
pound.  

“The members educated me,
they told me what items to get,”
said Adam Self, general manager
of the Costco on Rockaway Turn-
pike for the past three years, and
a veteran of half a dozen other
Costco stores in New York and
New Jersey.

Kosher consumers have
made “a lot of requests,” he said. 
“Before, we were so out of tune
with the guidelines. We had
kosher products all along next to
the non-kosher, even pork.  Mem-
bers pulled me aside, saying that
we need to do this together. They
told me, ‘don’t put the meat with
the dairy items.’ They let me
know in a big way. It’s exciting.
The members are very excited.
They expressed a lot of apprecia-
tion, there’s lots of communica-
tion and member feedback on
everything. There are lots of
requests asking for more kosher
offerings.”

Self estimates that he talks to
thirty to forty Costco members
who keep kosher on a weekly
basis. Among the things he’s
learned, he said, “There are a
great number of certifications;
some mean very little and some
mean a lot.”

As his education about the
kosher marketplace has pro-
gressed, the Lawrence Costco has
brought in various kosher baked
goods and holiday items, includ-
ing a line of kosher-for-Passover
products. Shavuot caught him
unawares, Self admitted with
exasperation, noting that he
needs a Jewish calendar. “The
shelves were picked clean,” and
he couldn’t replenish in time.

Last November, Tnuva, a
brand of Israel cheese, became
the first kosher product line he
brought in at the request of Cost-
co members. “It did so well as a
category that the president of
Tnuva had to come by to see for
himself,” Self said. He is looking
into adding Cholov Yisrael milk,
frozen gefilte fish and Amnon’s
frozen pizza to his store but as
with everything at Costco, price is
all-important. 

“We can’t do any of this with-
out the right pricing,” Self
stressed. “There’s a 20-30% sav-
ings for members against the mar-
ket. They see what it’s selling for
and have to bring it in at lower
than that.”

“We don’t certify the stores,”
stressed Rabbi Seth Mandel of the
Orthodox Union. Kosher beef at
Costco is “always packaged at the
plant. If it’s opened or the pack-
age is destroyed then it is no
longer certified by us.”

“Costco won’t take it unless it
has a certain quality level,” said
Israela Perlitsh of Woodmere, and
a store member. “It’s convenient, a
great price and if something is
wrong with the product you can
return it. I’m impressed; it makes
good business sense and shows
that they are very attuned to the
customer; that they are going so
out of the way for the Jewish
community. I still want to give the
frum stores business; always give
business to the frum community.”

“It’s a nice addition to our
kosher shopping in this wonderful
neighborhood,” said Mrs. Bal
Frankel, a Five Towns resident.
She hasn’t yet seen it for herself
but is hoping the idea of kosher
beef and poultry catches on at the
Costco she frequents during her
annual stay in Florida.

“I think it’s a great idea,” said
Norma Tishberg, a resident of
Belle Harbor, and a frequent Cost-
co and Brach’s shopper.  “They
should look for more kosher
things, more parve kosher baked
goods.  People who are shopping
there will buy meat occasionally.”

KOSHER MEAT
AT COSTCO

Continued from Page One

Photo by Nachshon Philipson

Ties that bind
Members of Great Neck’s Mashadi Jewish community attended a meeting in Jerusalem this week with over 200 Jews who share roots in Mashad, a northeast Iranian city where
their 19th century ancestors faced persecution and forced conversions. Those ties have bound their descendants together in the modern day. At a time when political violence is
unsettling their native Iran, Bahman Kamali, incoming president of the Global Mashadi Jewish Federation, and the organizer of the meeting, called on Mashadi Jews to reaffirm
their commitment to their “distinct traditions and way of life that has always sustained us,” in the face of increasing Jewish assimilation worldwide. 
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•GLASS AND SCREEN

NOW
$$ 599699

STEEL SECURITY DOOR

NO TAX!

FULLY INSTALLED!

•CUSTOM MADE TO SIZE
•REAL STEEL CONSTRUCTION
•MORTISED DEAD BOLT AND
DOOR KNOB

COUPON

Nassau #1761650000 Suffolk # 19279 N.Y. Consumer Affairs #0856560 Some items not available in all areas. As of 11/1/05 a $25 fuel surcharge will apply to each contract.

10 Colors Optional

Includes:

BBB Member Metro NY Long Island

HEMPSTEAD

HOURS Mon-Thurs. 8-6, Wed. 8-8
Fri. 8-4, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3

HUNTINGTON

Wed. 9-8 Fri. 9-4, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3Wed. 9-8 Fri. 9-4, Sat. 10-5, Sun. 10-3

373 West Jericho Tpke.
Huntington, NY  11743

299 Peninsula Blvd.
Hempstead, NY 11550 (516) 481-3000

(631) 612-2510

PATCHOGUE
298 Medford Ave. (rt.112)

Patchogue, NY  11772

All Showrooms Open 7 Days!FREE
In Home
Estimates

www.uwds.com

UNIFIEDWINDOW
SYSTEMS, INC.

WINDOWS, DOORS, SIDING AND ROOFING
We

Are The

Commercial

Condo / Co-Op

Experts!

NO

SALES

TAX!

HOURS  Mon., Tues. & Thurs. 9-6 HOURS  Mon., Tues. & Thurs. 9-6 

Entire House 1150 Sq. Ft.
Complete Rip With
Removal Of Debris

Tar Paper & Shingles
Owens Corning

Layover 1150 Sq. Ft. Installed

ROOFING
Duration/Oakridge Pro
30 Year Architectural Timberline 30 Year

Architecturalwith SureNail Technology
GAF

4295

2495
3695
1995

SUPER SAVER!

BASEMENT
WINDOWS

COUPON

CUSTOM MADE UP TO 32 X 18
FULLY INSTALLED

LLYFU
WELDED!

194

NO
TAX!

$

BASEMENT SLIDERSBASEMENT SLIDERS

$154
$174$174
No Min. Req.

NOW •

649

GARAGE
DOOR

$
8' x7'

• 2 Inch thick steel door
New tracks and hardware

FULLY INSTALLED!
Includes cart away of your old door!

Raised Panel or 
Carriage Style

$699

COUPONFULLY WELDED! FULLY INSTALLED!

189$
•Full Capping in Any Color
•Fully Caulked for Airtight Seal
•Removal of All Debris
•Custom Made to Size
•7/8” Double Insulated Glass
•1/2” Screen Included
•New Interior Stop Molding

SOLID VINYL WITH ALL CLEAR BIRCH FRAMING

ADD $200 FOR
CONTOURED ROOF

BAY WINDOWS
1799

1599
$

$
FULLY INSTALLED

UP TO 6 FT. X 4 FT.

CUSTOM SIZED

•8-Coat Paint Finish
•Adjustable Saddle
•16 Gauge/10 Gauge

•Magnetic Seal
•Double Insulated Glass
•Door Knob/Dead Bolt 799$ $ $ $899 899 1299

Reinforced Steel Frame

CUSTOM-SIZED!
CUSTOM-PAINTED!

STEEL DOORS

COUPON

Brass
Leaded Glass

Brass
Leaded Glass

FULLY INSTALLED
Includes:

Qualifies

 for Rebate

•FREE INSTALLATION•ALL PRICES ARE FULLY INSTALLED•FREE INSTALLATION•ALL PRICES ARE FULLY INSTALLED•

Summer Specials

6 FT.
$1,095

Also Available in Wood Grain Finishes and Various Sizes

TOP QUALITY STEEL REINFORCED
& FULLY INSTALLED 5 FT.

PATIO DOORS
First On America's Homes

$995

429 $329

$
$ 17991999

BOW W WINDO
CUSTOM MADE

FULLY INSTALLED
UP TO 96’ x 45’

S

Energy Star Windows
SUPER
SAVER

30%

Rebate off

$329 price 

up to$1500

TWIN CASEMENT WINDOW
FULLY INSTALLED
• FULL CAPPING
•FULL CAULKING
•STOP MOLDING
$49900

Our Products Qualify For 
$1,500 Tax Rebate
Ask Us Which Ones

• Full Caulking
• Full capping in any color

• New Stop Molding
• Removal of all Garbage

Fully Installed Including:

•Foil Backed Insulation Board
Premium .044 Gauge and
Thicker Center Locking Panels.

•Various Lengths/ All Makes
•100's Colors and Styles

SIDINGI
Fully Installed Including:

®

CertainTeed

OnAmerica's HomesFirst On America's HomesFirst

CERTAINTEED

CONTRACTOR

5 • STAR

TM

Any Brand...Completely Installed with Insulation Board!

TRIPLE GLASS
WELDED WINDOWS

Special Sale Prices valid July 1st - July 31st

Full Financing with

G E
Capital Solutions

FULLY INSTALLED

Includes Low E Glass 
Argon/Krypton Gas and Foam filled

DOUBLE HUNG
WINDOWS

279$
Low E Glass
Argon Gas &
Foam Filled

$299
Qualifies for $1500 Rebate

Now

Now

Up to 36 x 42

GRIDS OPTIONAL IN ALL WINDOWS

TOP
QUALITY!

Custom Sizes
Available!

COUPON

389
NOW

STORM DOORS

36 x 80
•Custom Hinges

•Tempered Glass
Screen

•Custom Hardware

$

FULLY
INSTALLED!

489$
NO TAX!

Your Final Cost $195.30 each

Your Final Cost $272.30

Your Final Cost after Rebate $230.30 per Window

COUPON COUPON
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Father-son 
bond or tie?

To the Editor:
After a rained out Fathers’

Day (and every other day), I
want to comment on the fasci-
nating article about Joe Klein’s
school project (Surviving sur-
viving; June 19, 2009). The arti-
cle really broke ground on a
heart-breaking anomaly of
poverty-stricken Holocaust sur-
vivors.  (When I spoke with
Joe’s mom she told me that a
film crew was just arriving at
their home to cover the story for
television news). 

Though much can be learned
from every powerful line of the
story, there is a sublime lesson
one can learn while reading
between the lines: How beauti-
ful it is when a father shares his
talent and time with his son to
work together on a meaningful
project. The bond between a
father and child is far more
important than the tie.

Happy belated Fathers’ Day.

MATIS FRIEDMAN
Woodmere

Increasing need
for foster care

To the Editor: 
I just want to acknowledge

and thank you for the article in
The Jewish Star about foster
parenting (Wanted: A loving
home; July 3, 2009). It really
captured all of the essential
issues that were important to
bring out and Yaffi Spodek did
a great job of putting OHEL’s
message to paper. 

We appreciate the sensitivity
and responsiveness of The Jew-
ish Star to the needs of the Fos-
ter Care Program. 

SHELLEY BERGER
Director, OHEL Foster Care

Program

Heavenly article

To the Editor: 
David Seidemann’s column

about Ilan Ramon moved me
deeply (Ilan Ramon’s birthday
gift; From the other side of the
bench; July 3, 2009).  I’m sure
that I am among many people
who were touched by his brief
but massively accomplished life.
Thank you for putting a kind of
orbital closure on his kiddush
Hashem existence.  Kudos to
you.

ELISSA GARREL
Cedarhurst

Letters

hings are not always as they
seem, as anyone skilled in the art
of sleight of hand can tell you —
well, show you, actually.

When soldiers bundled Honduran
President Manuel Zedaya onto a plane
and expelled him from his country on
June 28, it seemed like it was back to
business as usual in Central America
(yawn). Military coups are a longstand-
ing tradition in that part of the world. 

But something wasn’t quite right
about this particular coup. The military
immediately turned power back over to
civilians, and the stated reason for the
takeover was Zedaya’s ongoing effort to
change a constitutional single term limit.
Dictators are another longstanding Cen-
tral American tradition. The Honduran
courts called his actions unconstitution-
al, and the military apparently decided
to nip in the bud the possibility of a new
dictator, and hit the eject button on
Zedaya a half year or so before his single
four-year term was scheduled to end. 

On Tuesday it was announced that
Costa Rican President Oscar Arias, a
past winner of the Nobel Peace Prize for
mediating an end to Latin American
civil wars, had agreed to mediate

between Zedaya and the interim gov-
ernment of Honduras. 

The Obama administration has come
down firmly on Zedaya’s side — Secre-
tary of State Clinton met with him in
exile this week — notwithstanding the
fact that Zedaya is a frequent critic of
the United States. No matter, President
Obama said. Zedaya was removed from
office in an undemocratic manner and
that’s all there is to it. 

While that is not a completely unrea-
sonable position to take, several other
factors also come into play. 

First, from the politics-makes-
strange-bedfellows file, is the fact that
the Obama Administration’s position
puts it right into bed, sharing a blankie,
with Argentina’s dictator-in-the-making
Hugo Chavez. He is an ally of Zedaya’s
but not previously known as a impas-
sioned defender of democracy. Any-
thing that puts Chavez and the United
States on the same side of an issue,
needs a careful second, third and fourth
look. Odds are, something’s wrong. 

Also, the United States has an unfor-

tunate history in Central America, of
propping up dictators when that
realpolitik approach works to our
advantage. Given that the United States
will face a certain amount of interna-
tional criticism almost no matter what
we do, its better all around when we
voice and demonstrate the same con-
cern for democracy in other countries
as we do in our own. 

Honduras may have removed its
president in less than perfect fashion,
but given the recent history of that
country and region, the position of its
current leaders is also not altogether
unreasonable. 

Taking a big picture look at some of
the positions President Obama recently
has staked out on foreign policy we see
him mostly declining to become too
involved in the unrest in Iran — a wise
decision overall, we believe — jumping
in feet first in Honduras, and all but
commandeering the offices of the local
zoning boards in Yehuda and Shomron,
where he demands a complete end to
any and all building, including “natural
growth.” 

We much prefer the ‘I’ll mind my
own business’ posture he took on Iran. 

Editorial

Zigzagging on foreign policy 
T
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“This letter of appreciation is being
sent to express my total and 
complete satisfaction for the care,
concern and demands for perfec-
tion even beyond that of the
patient. From the beginning of my
procedures the personal touch of
each of the doctors and staff there
extended to me created a degree
of confidence that is rare. I cannot
express to you my satisfaction and
appreciation exept to tell you that I
am smiling a lot more these days.”

- J. Johnson
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Massapequa Park • Rego Park • 41st & Madison Ave • Scarsdale
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B Y  M I C A H  D .  H A L P E R N

The IAEA, The Internation-
al Atomic Energy Agency, is the
organization charged with the
responsibility of monitoring and
policing nuclear programs
around the world. It is an arm
of the United Nations. The
future of the world as we know
it is dependent on how the IAEA
carries out its mandate. If the
IAEA does its job well, the world
will be a safer place. 

Inspecting Iran falls to the
IAEA. So does keeping a watch
on North Korea and making cer-
tain that neither nuclear
weapons nor materials fall into
the hands of unsavory charac-
ters, thuggish leaders or terror-
ists.

It surprised me that when
the thirty five members of the
council that oversees the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency
sat down for only the second
time in their history to vote for a

new head of the
organization, the
world was not moni-
toring the proceed-
ing more closely.

The previous
head of the IAEA
was Mohamed el
Baradei, an Egypt-
ian. El Baradei held
the position for
three terms and was
expected to have entree and sta-
tus in the developing world.
Unfortunately, he did not and
he was blocked out - the head of
the IAEA was never permitted
the unfettered access that had
been hoped for.

As a result, this election
was infused with internal con-
flict. Council members were
divided over choosing a candi-
date more pro-West than their
previous head or a candidate
who would truly have the sup-
port of the developing world.

Pro-West won out. Yukiya

Amano of Japan, the
new head of the
IAEA, squeaked
through with exactly
the number of votes
required for declar-
ing a winner - 23
out of 35 votes - two
thirds of the vote.
This had been the
second attempt to
elect a new director;

the group failed to choose a
winner in a March election.  

The bad news is that two
thirds is hardly a ringing
endorsement.

The good news is that, by
Western standards, the election
went to the better candidate.

Had Yukiya Amano’s oppo-
nent, a South African named
Abdul Samaad Minty who was
backed by developing nations,
won out, the direction of the
IAEA would have been radically
altered and the safety of Israel
and the West would be in real

jeopardy. The world is at such a
critical juncture in the develop-
ment of nuclear technology that
an IAEA director who does not
push hard against those regimes
eager to attain, develop and,
possibly, even use nuclear tech-
nology, is an enabler of danger-
ous nuclear technology.

Amano does not yet have
the credibility he will need, but
he carries the clout. He has the
opportunity to shape the direc-
tion in which the world is taken
vis a vis nuclear power and tech-
nology. 

Immediately after the elec-
tion results were declared,
Israel, which has not signed the
Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty
but does cooperate with the
West in trying to responsibly
manage nuclear development,
issued a statement saying that
they will fully cooperate with
Amano.

Israel will be a friend to
Amana and we hope that
Amano will be a friend to Israel.
And when it comes to nuclear
activity, Israel needs a friend.

Micah D. Halpern is a colum-
nist, a social and political com-
mentator, and the author, most
recently, of “THUGS.” He main-
tains The Micah Report at
www.micahhalpern.com.

B Y  A Z R I E L  G A N Z

I wasn’t planning on speaking at my
grandson’s shalom zachor. There were
other people more qualified to speak and,
in any event, with all the craziness of the
preceding three days, I really hadn’t had
time to prepare.

The baby was born on Tuesday after-
noon in Yerushalayim. By the time we
worked out all the arrangements that
would enable us to leave for a few days it
was late Tuesday night. We booked our
flight on Wednesday morning, packed
Wednesday night and hopped on the
plane Thursday evening.

After a smooth, uneventful flight, we
arrived in Nachlaot after 3:00 p.m. After

setting down our bags, I asked whether
there were any last minute items our kids
needed for Shabbos or the shalom zachor.
Their wonderful friends from the commu-
nity had provided all the meals for Shab-
bos as well as a bunch of delicious cakes,
so almost everything was already done.

All we needed was a bottle of wine
and, of course, that staple of shalom
zachors, chickpeas (even though, as is
well known, no one really eats chickpeas).
Zev asked whether I would mind running
to the shuk (Machine Yehuda), which is a
three minute walk from their apartment,
to pick up those last minute items.

I realized as I was about to leave that
neither of us knew exactly what chickpeas
are called in Hebrew. Arbis? Zev thought

they might be called “garinei chummus”
or chummus seeds, but wasn’t sure. He
called a friend who wasn’t sure either. I
decided that as a lawyer with 30 years
experience at solving problems, I would
somehow figure out how to buy arbis in
the shuk and went on my way.

Sure enough, at the first makolet, I
was able to get the chickpeas in a can.
What struck me was that it was called
“Chummus Maleh” or “whole Chummus.”
I found this deeply intriguing and thought
about it for a while. I then asked Zev if it
would be OK for me to say a few words at
the shalom zachor; an idea was percolat-
ing.

Later that evening, I noted how curi-
ous it was that chickpeas, which, after all,
are the source, the “makor” for chummus,
are named after that which is its deriva-
tive. It is like calling sesame seeds “Tehi-
nah Maleh,” whole tehinah. I wondered

how the chickpeas would feel if they
knew that they were named in such a
strange, seemingly backwards manner.

Then I suggested that if the chickpeas
were like Jewish parents, they would be
very happy. While generally people prefer
to be known for their own accomplish-
ments and skills, there is no greater joy for
Jewish parents than to be referred to in
relation to their successful children.

Throughout the years, we’ve experi-
enced this in relation to our children’s var-
ious talents. “That’s Zev’s or Max’s (the
sick hockey players) dad.”  “That’s Rebec-
ca’s (of the amazing voice) mom.”  “That’s
Shira’s (the amazing dancer) mom.”
While it is sweet and nice to hear these
things, that’s not really what I’m talking
about.

What we, as parents, really yearn for
is to be described as the parents of a
mentch; a ba’al or ba’alas midos and

chesed, an erliche Yid (upstanding Jew)
who treats people with respect and honor.
We daven that the lives our children lead
will cause us to be known as the parents of
children who give back to the community
through their vocations or avocations, chil-
dren who, simply put, make a difference.

My bracha to Zev and Aliza was that
they be so successful in raising their little
son (and all their children) that they will
come to be known not just as “chickpeas”
for the things they’ve accomplished per-
sonally, but as “Chummus Maleh,” in rela-
tion to the wonderful accomplishments of
their children.   

Azriel Ganz is general counsel of a trade
organization though, for simplicity's sake,
he tells people that he eats for a living. He
lives in Woodmere and davens at Aish
Kodesh where, on most Shabbat morn-
ings, he can be found pacing.

Chummus maleh

O P I N I O N

David Seidemann
is taking a week
off. “From the

other side of the
bench” will be

back next week. 

B Y  E L I Z A B E T H  B E R N E Y

My Op-Ed last week,
“Purging Jewish History,” (In
my view; July 3, 2009) dis-
cussed how PLO, Fatah and
Hamas governing documents,
President Obama’s speeches,
and the U.S. State Depart-
ment’s public website’s country
descriptions each eliminate
thousands of years of Jewish
history in Israel, and glorify
thousands of years of Muslim
history.  My column also men-
tioned my efforts to confirm
which administration wrote the
State Department country
descriptions, including my Free-
dom of Information Act request
to the State Department. Based
on President Obama’s speeches,
the State Department’s failure
to respond to my request, and a
separate 2008 State Depart-
ment report describing Israel as
the historic land of the Jewish
people, I mistakenly concluded
that the likely author of the dis-
torted current State Depart-
ment country descriptions was
the Obama administration. 

After publication of my Op-
Ed, two computer-savvy Jewish
Star readers alerted me to
“archive.org” which contains
web snapshots of approximately
seven years of prior versions of
the State Department website.
The problems with current
State Department country
descriptions also existed at the
time of the earliest web snap-
shot, in November 2001.  I am

still trying to locate pre-Novem-
ber 2001 State Department
country descriptions to learn
exactly how far back the State
Department’s history problem
goes.    

Interestingly, the web snap-
shots indicate that the State
Department increased the sup-
posed numbers of 1948 “Pales-
tinian refugees” from the 2002-
2004 versions of the website
until now. All available versions
of the website grossly overstate
the real number of Palestinian
refugees, while continuing to
ignore the Jewish refugees who
had to flee for their lives from
Arab lands. 

I apologize for my mistake
last week, and am very grateful
to the Jewish Star’s knowledge-
able readers for their informa-
tion and for taking the time to
write. 

President Obama can be
blamed only for that which he
is responsible for - namely, his
speeches that adopt Palestinian
revisionist history (including
the President’s statement in
Cairo that Jewish aspirations to
Israel were “rooted” in the
European Holocaust and dis-
placed Palestinians); his regret-
table policies (including putting
more pressure on Israel to stop
building nursery schools than
on Ahmadinejad to stop build-
ing nuclear bombs), and the
U.S. State Department’s contin-
uing publication of distortions
and elimination of Jewish histo-
ry.

Micah D. Halpern

I ’ M  T H I N K I N G

Fresh start on controlling nukes
C O R R E C T I O N

Important follow-
up to ‘Purging

Jewish History’
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Cedarhurst - Chabad of the Five
Towns will host a Sushi & Salad
demonstration and tasting workshop
with Chanie Lebovic on Monday, July
13, 2009 at 8:00 p.m. Learn just how
easy it is to turn out world-class cui-
sine without compromising any-
thing, with delicious kosher cooking.
You will be able to prepare your very
own sushi & salads to take home
with you. Suggested donation $30
per person. 74 Maple Avenue,
Cedarhurst. R.S.V.P. required, please
call 516-295-2478

Cedarhurst - The JCC of the Greater

Five Towns Long Island Friends’
Experience (LIFE) group is hosting a
“Movie and Sing Along” evening on
Monday, July 13 from 7-9:00 p.m. at
the JCC, 207 Grove Ave. The fee is
$5. For more information, please call
(516) 569-6733.  

East Hills - The Sid Jacobson JCC is
hosting an event, “The History of
Islam and Jewish Life in Arab coun-
tries” on Tuesday July 14 from 10:30
a.m. to 12 noon. There will be a pre-
sentation by Saul Silas Fathi, author
of “Full Circle: Escape from Baghdad
and the Return.” The cost is $10 for
non-members and free for SJJCC
members and Passport Holders. For
more information, please call Donna
Bernstein at (516) 484-1545 ext. 134

Cedarhurst - The Young Israel of
Woodmere is hosting a lecture on
Thursday, July 16 at 8:30 p.m. as part
of their Dilemma, Discussion and
Dessert series. Rabbi Aaron Glatt will
speak on the topic of “Could a
Churban Happen in our Lifetime?” at
the home of Judy and Steven
Stulberger, 559 Harbor Drive in
Cedarhurst. For more information,
call the shul at (516) 295-0950. 

East Hills - The Sid Jacobson JCC is
presenting a seminar entitled
“Survivor’s Survival Kit” on Tuesday,
July 21 from 10:30 a.m. until 12 noon.
Presented by Martha Kolodkin, this
seminar shows you how to minimize
the stress on your surviving family
members after you’re gone through
the development of a Survivor’s

Survival Kit. The cost is $10 for non-
members and free for SJJCC mem-
bers and Passport Holders. For more
information, please contact Donna
Bernstein at (516) 484-1545 ext. 134. 

Lido Beach - AMIT presents its
Annual Yom Iyun - Day of Learning
Seminar - “For Women by Women” at
the Lido Beach Synagogue at
Fairway Road and Lido Boulevard in
Lido Beach, on Wednesday, July 22,
Rosh Chodesh Menachem Av, from
9:30-1:30.  The Seminar is titled,
“Family Redeemed, Exploring Biblical
and Present Day Paradigms of
Family Relationships.” The presen-
ters will be noted lecturers Ann
Leifer, MA and Rebbetzin Dina
Rabhan, LCSW. Call the AMIT office at
212-477-4720 or the synagogue
office at 516-889-9650 for more
information.

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting a lecture on “The Baseball
Talmud” on Thursday, July 23 at 7:30
p.m. Join author and radio personal-
ity Howard Megdal as he discusses
his new book, a historical narration

of Major League Jewish Baseball in
America. Cost is $6. For more infor-
mation, please call (516) 634-4154 or
e-mail mlevi@friedbergjcc.org. 

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting a day trip to Northport on
Sunday, July 26. The day will begin
with a Living History Tour at the
Vanderbilt Mansion where actors
play the roles of the Vanderbilt fami-
ly and their famous guest. Then, we
stop for a three-course luncheon.
After lunch, we head over to the new
John W. Engeman Theater for the
Gershwin musical “Crazy for You”
Cost is $132 for the day, with luxury
coach bus transportation included.
Register by June 20. The trip will be
leaving at 9 a.m. from the JCC, 15
Neil Court in Oceanside. For more
information, please call (516) 766-
4341 or go to www.friedbergjcc.org. 

Rockville Centre - Mercy Medical
Center will present a free one-hour
lecture on “My Parents Are Aging.
What Do I Need To Know?” on
Wednesday, July 29 at 7:30 p.m. in
the Mercy League Lounge on the
hospital campus. Mercy’s Director of
Geriatric Medicine Dr. Muhammad
Ramzan, and Adult Health Nurse
Practitioner Margaret Amodemo, will
discuss signs of aging that should
be of concern, care and assistance
that is available, and issues of
importance that people might not
even consider. The presentation will
include information about Mercy
Medical Center’s Geriatric
Assessment Program, nutrition, pre-
vention of falls, and the broad
affects that an aging parent has on
all members of a family. Registration
is not required. The Mercy League
Lounge is located in the building
opposite the hospital’s Emergency
Department. For parking, follow the
signs to the lecture. For more infor-
mation, call (516) 62MERCY or visit
www. mercymedicalcenter.info.

Lawrence - EndTheMadness is hold-
ing its 5th annual Lawrence
Shabbaton on the weekend of
August 7-8 at Cong. Beth Sholom.
The age range is for singles between
25 and 35. The cost is $35 per per-
son, to be paid in advance. Space is
limited to 48 participants. Meals will
be held at homes of local families,
with other programming and a kum-
sitz after Shabbos. For more infor-
mation and to make a reservation,
please contact Batya at
salk1111@aol.com. 

Oceanside - The Friedberg JCC is
hosting a parenting workshop, “Is it
time to go back to school already?”

on Wednesday, August 5 from 10-11
a.m. Come hear tips about helping
your children make the transition
from summer back to school. The
event is free, and childcare is avail-
able for a small fee. Advance reser-
vations required. The JCC is located
t 15 Neil Court in Oceanside. For
more information, please call (516)
634-4192 or e-mail khorowitz@fried-
bergjcc.org.  

ONGOING EVENTS 

Cedarhurst - The Beis Medrash of
Cedarhurst holds a Flexible Morning
Learning Program every Monday
through Thursday from 10:30 a.m.
until 12:45 p.m. There are shiurim
and chavrusas in Chumash, Gemara,
Halacha and Chovos Halevavos.
Learners may come and go as they
please. The Beis Medrash of
Cedarhurst is located at 504 W.
Broadway (off the corner of W.
Broadway and Cedarhurst Ave.) For
information, please contact Rabbi
Moshe Kaufman at (718) 471-2780 or
moshehkaufman@gmail.com. 

Cedarhurst  - The “Sunday Night
Torah Lecture Series” in memory of
Shari Siman-Tov z”l is held weekly at
8:00 p.m. at Congregation Shaare
Emunah, the Sephardic
Congregation of the Five Towns, 539
Oakland Avenue (Corner Oakland
Ave. & Peninsula Blvd). Men and
women are invited. Ner Sarah is a
network of Torah and chesed pro-
jects in memory of Shari Siman-Tov
z”l. For more information, please e-
mail nersarah@nersarahproject.com
or visit www.nersarahproject.com. 

Long Beach - Long Beach Medical
Center has a newly formed Gamblers
Anonymous group. Meetings are
held each Monday at 7:30 p.m. in
Conference Room D at Long Beach
Medical Center, 455 E. Bay Drive. For
more information, please call (516)
897-1250. 

Long Beach - Long Beach Medical
Center’s Counseling Center has free
weekly Anxiety & Depression walk-in
screenings every Wednesday from 2-
3 p.m. Screenings will include an
interview with a mental health pro-
fessional. For more information,
please call (516) 897-1270.

Plainview - The Friedberg JCC hosts
a free spousal support group which
meets the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month at 10 a.m. at
Temple Chaverim, 1050 Washington
Ave. For more information, please
call Roberta at (516) 742-2050. 

ON THE

Calendar Fleischmanns, NY - Executive
directors, fundraisers, develop-
ment professionals, and organi-
zation lay leaders: take advan-
tage of two days of seminars, lec-
tures and networking opportuni-
ties with peers to help make your
fundraising program more pro-
ductive. Wednesday, July 22,
Thursday July 23, at Oppen-
heimer’s Regis Hotel in Fleis-
chmanns, NY. Topics to be
addressed include: What’s for Din-
ner? An Insider’s View on Running
an Effective and Successful Din-
ner Campaign; The Check is in the
Mail! Is Direct Mail Right for You?;
Proven Time Management and

Donor Retention Techniques; and
Tough Decisions for Tough Times:
Running Your Fundraising
Machine at 25% Below Budget.
Presenters include Herschel Lein-
er, president of H. Leiner & Co.;
Yitzchok Saftlas, president of Bot-
tom Line Marketing Group; Rabbi
Tzvi Bider, executive director of
Chicago Center for Torah &
Chesed; Rabbi Yonah Weinrib,
Judaica Illuminations; Rabbi Tzvi
Chaim Pincus of Tiferes Stam, and
others. For reservations or more
information, contact Mrs. Esther
Saftlas at 718-412-3520 or NYsemi-
nar2009@gmail.com.

RREESSUULLTTSS
WWEEEEKK  22  --  JJUULLYY  55

B.S. 14       YIH 2
YINW 13       ISLAND 3
SHTEEBL 10       RED      1
CHABAD      16       B.T.     12

SSTTAANNDDIINNGGSS      WW                  LL
B.S. 2 0
YINW 2 0
ISLAND 1 1
B.T. 1 1
SHTEEBL 1 1
CHABAD 1 1
YIH 0 2
RED 0 2

SCHEDULE FOR WEEK 3 - JULY 12
FIELD 1 FIELD 2

9:00 AM  ISLAND V B.T. YINW   V    CHABAD
10:30     RED  V  YIH SHTEEBL V     B.S.

Inter-shul baseball 

Two-day fundraising retreat
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A movie truism
says that if you’re
introduced to a
character in the
beginning of a film,
even if the storyline
does not seem to
involve that person,
the character will
have played an
important role by
the time the final credits roll.

Loaded with seemingly
innocuous information such
as the census numbers of the
new generation of each tribe
and all the offerings related
to the holidays, Parshat Pin-
chas also introduces a num-
ber of seemingly irrelevant
characters, and concludes old
tales starring familiar faces.

We begin with the end of
the tale of Zimri, when Pin-
chas is informed that his
zealotry has awarded him
the opportunity to join the
priesthood. We now know
who will replace Elazar as
High Priest upon his death.

In the context of Moabite
women causing the nation to
sin, we are introduced to the
presence of Midianite women
(25:14). This culminates
three verses later in the com-
mand to fight the Midianites
- a fight we will see actual-
ized in next week’s Torah

portion.
Chapter 26

recounts the fami-
lies of the tribes,
beginning with
Reuven. While the
families listed here
generally follow
the names of the
children of Yaakov
who descended to

Egypt, there are a few excep-
tions, missing names and
changed names, which are a
topic for a different day.

When the children of
Eliav are mentioned in 26:9,
Datan and Aviram are
recorded as the rabble-
rousers who challenged
Moshe and Aharon along
with Korach. Their fate is
repeated, and their book is
closed. The fate of their
brother Nemuel is not men-
tioned, and the sons of
Korach are reported as hav-
ing survived the two-
pronged punishment of the
ground opening and fire
consuming 250 men.

While it would seem
irrelevant to mention the
sons of Yehuda who died
before the family even
came to Egypt, they are
nevertheless remembered.
Perhaps it is because Peretz
and Zerach, the twins
Tamar (the widow of both

Er and Onan) bore to Yehuda
replaced their brothers in a
retroactive levirate-type of
arrangement. (Normally a
brother will perform Yibum,
marry his childless deceased
brother’s widow in order for
the children from the union
to be considered the
deceased’s child. In this case,
unknowingly, their father
played a similar role, causing
Peretz and Zerach to be both
brothers to the deceased as
well as levirate sons.)

In a glaring retreat from
the normal accounting of
families, 26:33 mentions one
man, Tzlafchad, who died
leaving five daughters and no
sons. Like the seemingly
superfluous character in a

film, the daughters have
their fifteen minutes of fame
in chapter 27:1-11 when the
issue of their inheritance
plays out. (They appear
again in chapter 36 as objects
of discussion, not as the sub-
jects of the storyline.)

The mention of Serach,
daughter of Asher, in 26:46,
is also suggestive, but her
existence is never again
raised in the Torah. Her tale
unfolds in the Midrash and
commentaries.

26:63-66 closes the
episode of the countings.
Nadav and Avihu join the
ranks of Er, Onan, Datan and
Aviram in that each died
leaving no heir. No one else
from the original countings

of Moshe and Aharon, save
Kalev and Yehoshua, were
slated to enter the Land - all
had died. Aharon’s son,
Elazar, the current High
Priest, had been too young at
the time of the spies to be
counted among those who
would die with the genera-
tion of the desert.

In the second half of
chapter 27 we are told that,
in an easy transfer of power,
Yehoshua would take over for
Moshe. It seems, in a sense,
that Moshe has been includ-
ed in the generation of the
spies who will not enter the
land on account of their
deeds. (Perhaps he confirms
this reason for his death in
Devarim 1:36-38)

Chapters 28 and 29 are
the order of the sacrificial
offerings for the holidays.

Is there significance to
an idea that the parsha
named for a person who is
identified in rabbinic litera-
ture as Eliyahu, and thus the
Messiah, is the parsha in
which so many loose ends
are tied together? Maybe.
Maybe not.

When the Messiah
comes, however, we hope
and pray he will be able to
tie up our loose ends, answer
our questions and bring clari-
ty, so we can herald his
arrival and see the world and
G-d’s vision for it with the
greatest clarity known to
man.

and Reb Yakov, Reb Ahron
and Rav Hutner, Rav Pam
and Rav Ruderman, of
blessed memories.

And if you feel that the
images of a crowd of angry
and violent people who dress
like me and, maybe, you,
hurling curses at police offi-
cers broadcast around the
world is a colossal Chilul
Hashem (desecration of G-d’s
name) and a true physical
danger to the safety and
security of frum Jews world-
wide, I pose the following
question: What are we, as
Torah Jews, obligated to
protest first?

A) Non-observant Jews
who never had the benefit of
a Torah education driving
cars on Shabbos?

B) Identifiably Orthodox
people throwing rocks at
police officers on Shabbos in
full view of the media?    

So let the next protest be
called to peacefully and civil-
ly proclaim, loudly and clear-
ly, first to our own impres-
sionable children, and then
to all decent citizens of the
world that this tiny minority
of violent radicals does not
represent us.

You and I know with cer-
tainty that our gedolim
shlit’a, our greatest Torah
leaders, do not sanction nor
support any expression of
violence. But the public at
large does not know that,
and paints all of us —
Charedim, Modern Ortho-
dox, all observant Jews —
with one broad brush. A
week ago, tens of thousands
gathered for a beautiful and
moving Kabbolas Shabbos in
Yerushalayim to protest
Chilul Shabbos in a responsi-
ble and peaceful way, while
some others irresponsibly
rioted and burned garbage
cans all week long.

We, who know what true
Yiddishkeit is all about, have
a positive role to play. I feel
with every fiber of my body
that each and every decent
Yid worldwide has a respon-
sibility to write letters and
emails to every media outlet
informing them that these
hooligans do not speak for
us. For we have no right
preaching to others until we
have removed this horrible
stain from our own commu-
nities. And it will remain that
way until we change things.

I respectfully ask readers
to take a moment to e-mail
letters containing the follow-
ing text to the Jerusalem Post
(letters@jpost.com) and
Haaretz
(feedback@haaretz.co.il),
two Israeli newspapers with
worldwide readership that
are covering this story, and
to pass this on to people on
your email lists and ask them
to do the same. It is my goal
that each newspaper receive
a minimum of 1,000 emails.
Hopefully, then there will be
a news story about how
Torah Jews stood up for the
values we hold so dear.

“As a Torah Jew, I am
deeply distressed by the des-
ecration of Shabbos in our
holy land — all the more so
when it is government sanc-
tioned. However, nothing can
ever excuse the type of vio-
lence and wanton destruc-
tion of public property that
has been reported recently
such as the throwing of rocks
at police officers and the
burning of garbage dump-
sters — all of which is dia-
metrically opposed to the
teachings of our Holy Torah.
Lest our silence be miscon-
strued as passive acceptance
of the violence, we condemn
it in the strongest terms, as
do the vast, overwhelming,
majority of Torah Jews
worldwide.”

IN MY VIEW
Continued from Page One

P A R S H A T  P I N C H A S

Tying Together Loose Ends

Rabbi Avi Billet 

OPINIONS AND ESSAYS
If you have something to say or a thought to get across, we are
interested in hearing about it.  Opinion pieces and personal
essays are welcome but should be no more than 750 words.
Submissions must be typed and double-spaced and include
the name, address and daytime phone number of the
writer.  Photographs are also encouraged.  We reserve
the right to edit submissions for style, content and
space.  Placement cannot be guaranteed; we will
notify you in advance of publication, should
your piece be chosen.  Submissions may be
mailed to The Jewish Star, 2 Endo Blvd.,
Garden City, NY 11530; faxed to (516)
569-4942; or e-mailed to 
letters@thejewishstar.com
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ARE YOU FEELING STRESSED?

FEELING FRUSTRATED
AT SCHOOL OR WORK?

DO YOU WANT TO DETERMINE
YOUR CHILD'S ACADEMIC

STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES?
ADC Psychological Services, a comprehensive
psychological consulting center, can help. In
addition to results-oriented individual, family,
and group counseling, we offer a full range of
testing services.
Psychological evaluation provides a better
understanding of your psychological life to 
maximize your potential.
Psycho-educational testing:

• Obtains information about learning, 
memory,  behavior, and mental health.

• Clarifies the nature of learning processing 
deficits.

• Identifies strengths and weaknesses across 
many areas of academic functioning. 

• Provides information that could be helpful
in developing an individualized 
remediation plan.

Call (516)596-0073 now for a free phone consultation.

ADC PSYCHOLOGICAL SERVICES, PLLC
1728 Broadway, Suite 1 • Hewlett, NY 11557

(516)596-0073 • www.psychologicalhelp.org
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On May 13, 1964,
Catherine Genovese was mur-
dered in Kew Gardens,
Queens as she came home
from work late at night.
Forty-five years ago, “Kitty,”
as she was known, was
stabbed multiple times by an
attacker who assaulted her
three separate times over a
35-minute period. She
screamed for help but, as we
all know, few of her neigh-
bors who heard the scream
got involved until it was too
late for her. 

The Kitty Gen-
ovese murder has
developed into a
well known and
widely studied
social psychologi-
cal event with
major impact on
our understanding
of certain types of
human behavior,
and her story has
become the symbol for what
psychologists call the
“Bystander Effect” or “Diffu-
sion of Responsibility” theory.

It is the symbol for
how people do not
get involved in help-
ing others when they
should. 

Over the
years some debate
has developed as to
the accuracy of all
the information
known to be related
to the Kitty Genovese

story — some say only 12
neighbors, not 38 as original-
ly thought, heard Kitty’s cries
for help. In the original

report it was inferred that
some of the neighbors actual-
ly saw her being stabbed in
addition to hearing her
repeated screams for help.
That has called into question
with some former neighbors
now saying they did not have
a clear line of vision. It is also
clear that the New York City
Police Department changed
their phone response system
following events of that par-
ticular night long ago despite
dispatching a patrol car that
arrived at the scene within

two minutes of the call. 
While historians and

social scientists will likely
debate these issues for many
years, the fact that people do
not get involved to assist oth-
ers when they should remains
a part of human nature and
we see it clearly today in our
own community.

As we slowly begin to
acknowledge that sexual
abuse of children exists in the
Jewish world, there has been
considerable debate recently
as to what constitutes our
responsibility to report those
who abuse. Some hide behind
the halachic view that mesir-
ah, or reporting to secular
authorities, is not allowed
despite the fact that virtually
all halachic decisors disagree
with that perspective. Others,
especially health care profes-
sionals who choose not to
report pedophiles, use aspects
of state and federal law inter-
preted narrowly to justify the
non-reporting of abusers. 

The law that mandates
certain professionals to report
abuse uses the phrase “rea-
sonable cause to suspect” that
there will be abuse or
neglect. The Federal guide-
lines for disclosure as stated
in the HIPAA rules states: the
“Covered entities [health care
providers, that is] may dis-
close protected health infor-
mation that they believe is
necessary to prevent or lessen
a serious threat to a person or
the public, when such disclo-
sure is made to someone they
believe can prevent or lessen
the threat.” The law further
states: “In certain circum-
stances covered entities may
disclose protected health
information to appropriate
government authorities
regarding victims of abuse,
neglect or domestic violence.”

New York State Mental
Hygiene Law is somewhat
more circumspect, referring
to “limited situations when
therapist-client relationship
can be broken as when there
is an imminent risk to specifi-
cally identified person.” This
is often interpreted as mean-
ing that unless a health care
professional (or teacher) has
specific information as to
whom a pedophile might
abuse, despite the fact that
they are aware that the
pedophile is abusing some-
one, they are not required to
report it. This is an obvious
legal question but should not
be a pragmatic one. This
interpretation allows people

to diffuse responsibility. If
you are unsure or afraid to
report an abuser, this inter-
pretation of the law allows
you to not report it.

There are, however, other
guidelines that health care
professionals must take into
account when deciding
whether or not to report a
suspected abuser. The Ethi-
cal Principals of Psycholo-
gists and Code of Conduct
states that psychologists
disclose confidential infor-
mation in certain limited
cases including “protect the

client/patient, psychologists,
or others from harm.” Simi-
larly, the American Psychi-
atric Association, in its Code
of Medical Ethics, states:
“When in the clinical judg-
ment of the treating psychia-
trist, the risk of danger is
deemed to be significant; the
psychiatrist may reveal confi-
dential information disclosed
by the patient.” In these
guidelines there is no need to
have to identify a person who
is being abused.

I have taken a firm stand
when it comes to protecting
our children. And, it is not
simply a professional issue. I
believe that if a professional
is confronted with a situation
that may require reporting, it
is best to err on the side of
doing so. If the professional is
unsure whether or not to
report, it is possible to gain
legal guidance from state
workers who know and
understand the law, as well
as legal advisors to the pro-
fessional organizations we
belong. They can help us
make a clear and balanced
decision as to when and how
to report a suspected
pedophile.

This, however, is an issue
that goes well beyond just
what professionals should do.
Are we, as neighbors, hearing
the screams and not respond-
ing because we know others
will also hear them? And if
the others hear and do not
respond, why should we? Do
we need to have only a clear
line of vision to see our
neighbor’s children being
hurt before we do anything?
Perhaps the most relevant
question is: are we like the
neighbors of Kitty Genovese?
Can we live with ourselves
knowing that an abuser is in
the public, abusing someone,
while we do nothing?

Dr. Salamon, a Fellow of the
American Psychological Asso-
ciation, is the founder and
director of the Adult Develop-
mental Center in Hewlett,
NY. He is the author of
numerous articles and several
psychological tests. His recent
books include, The Shidduch
Crisis: Causes and Cures,
published by Urim Publica-
tions and Every Pot Has a
Cover: A Proven Guide to
Finding, Keeping and
Enhancing the Ideal Relation-
ship, published by Rowman &
Littlefield

O P I N I O N

Diffusing responsibilty

Michael J.
Salamon, Ph.D.

“I believe that if a pro-
fessional is confronted

with a situation that may
require reporting, it is

best to err on the side of
doing so.”

Help Wanted

REAL ESTATE

CoOps & Condos/Sale

HEWLETT- (HEWLETT PARK) Top Floor 
Corner Unit. 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Mint!
$259k. Owner: 516-524-5561

LAWRENCE: 1 BEDROOM, 1 1/2 bath, EIK 
w/window, terrace, hardwood floors, lots of
closet space, washer/dryer, Doorman
building, walk to all, asking $550,000.
516-984-5941

Apartments For Rent

CEDARHURST NO FEE Modern 2BD, 2Bth,  
CAC, W/W, W/D, Storage, Private
Entrance, Indoor Parking, Near All. Starting
At $1795 (516)860-6889/ (516)852-5135

Florida Real Estate

SUNNY FLORIDA,
Own or Rent Your Dream House, 
Price Reduced! Motivated Owner.  

Championship Golf Courses, 
Boca Raton Boca 

Woods Country Club.
LOCATION...LOCATION...LOCATION!

This 2 BR with Convertible Den, 2 Bths,
2-Car Garage, Large LR, DR, Breakfast

Area is Situated on a Cul-de-sac 
Street with a 

MAGNIFICENT LAKE VIEW.  
Brand New Tile Roof.  An Oversized

Patio with a PRIVATE POOL Completes
this Unique Residence.  Boca Woods

Features two 18-hole Championship Golf
Courses, Driving Range, Har Tru Tennis
Courts, Fitness Center, Large Heated
Community Pool, Separate Cabana 

Grill, Beautiful Very Active Clubhouse,
Pro Shop and Valet Parking for

Residents and Guests.  A 
Golf Course Membership is Required. 

MOTIVATED SELLER/ LANDLORD
Was $360K...NOW $269K. or Rent:
Was $4,250...NOW $2900/ Month

Please Call or E-mail Sunny Rappaport
for More Information or 

a Showing of this Lovely Property.  
BRANHAM REALTY INC. 561-306-2119

sunny.rappaport@ gmail.com

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

ATTENTION:
Experienced Sales 

Professionals
Are You Comfortable
Working on the Web?

We Need Experienced
Salespeople to Sell 

Advertising On Our New
State-of-The Art Website 

• Strong Communication Skills
• Creative
• Energetic
• Computer Skills a Must

Salary, Weekly Commissions, Bonus,
Health Benefits, Dental, 401K, Life

Insurance, Vacation, Sick & 
Personal Time.

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of Twenty-Seven Community 

Newspapers and PrimeTime Xpress.

Confidential Interview
E-mail Your Resume to

RGlickman@LIHerald.com

Help Wanted

EDITOR/ REPORTER
Herald Community Newspapers, a 15-edi-
tion chain of local, community newspa-
pers, seeks an experienced newspaper
editor-reporter for one of its papers cov-
ering communities on the South Shore of
Nassau County.  We focus on community
news, on the people in the neighbor-
hoods we serve, covering the schools,
events, crimes, celebrations, issues and
happenings that affect our readership.
Qualified applicants must have at least
three years newspaper editing and
reporting experience.  Applicants must
provide a salary range sought.  Benefits,
good salary.

E-mail or fax resume to EDITOR, to
B. Barkley, Human Resources.
E-mail: BBarkley@liherald.com

Fax:  (516) 569-4942
Or mail to 2 Endo Blvd.,
Garden City, NY 11530
No phone calls, please.

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS 
ADVERTISING/OUTSIDE 

SALES
The Jewish Star

Seeks Aggressive, Outgoing,
Outside Salespeople for Immediate
Openings.  Excellent Opportunities
for Highly Motivated Self-Starters,
Especially as Second Income; High
Commission + Bonus; Work Near

Home in Lucrative Territories In and
Near Five Towns; Very Competitive
Benefits for F/T; P/T Also avail-

able; Sell Products You're Proud of
in Warm, Family-friendly

Environment.  Car and Cell Phone
Required.  Email Resume and

Cover Letter to 
mfertig@thejewishstar.com.  

Please, No Calls.

Health & Fitness

Help Wanted

Help Wanted

MARKETING DIRECTOR-
P/T 

FLEXIBLE SCHEDULE
Richner Communications is looking for a 
creative and forward thinking person to 
handle their marketing, promotions, and 
publicity. This is a part-time position
with flexibility in scheduling, but would
require some evening and weekend
hours to handle certain events from
time to time.  Some responsibilities
include: Development of sales and mar-
keting collateral to support the Sales
Department, Develop cross platform 
opportunities to expand our brand in the 
community, Oversee all special events
as well as manage all budgetary mat-
ters involving sales/ marketing joint
ventures. The ideal candidate will have
at least 5-8 years experience working in
publishing and marketing, strong writ-
ten and verbal communication skills,
previous event planning experience,
strong leadership and organizational
skills and be skilled in effectively
designing and writing promotional and
presentation materials for sales and
management teams. Qualified candi-
dates, email your cover letter 
and resume to hr@thejewishstar.com All  
inquires are confidential.

Health & Fitness

SERVICES

Moving & Storage

AVODA
MOVING & TRUCKING
We Are All You Need

To Move!
516-315-3710
usdot#1699485

CLASSIFIEDS
To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205
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DAY HABILITATION WORKER WANTED
High School Diploma (higher education

preferred), reliable transportation & willingness 
to travel within Nassau County. 3 letters of

reference required, part time, flexible schedule,
competitive salary, apply in person.

Main office located @
128 Atlantic Ave. • Lynbrook, NY 11563

Contact Jeff Ridley at 516-823-9500 ext 250

Weightloss  Medications

www.MDThin.com

Phentermine, Phendimetrazine, etc 

for $80

(631) 462-6161 (516) 754-6001
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ADVERTISING PROFESSIONALS
JOIN OUR TEAM!

• SALES EXPERIENCE
• STRONG COMMUNICATION SKILLS
• CREATIVE
• ENERGETIC
• CAR NECESSARY

SALARY, WEEKLY COMMISSIONS, EXPENSES
BONUS QUARTERLY, 401K, HEALTH BENEFITS, 

DENTAL,  LIFE INSURANCE, 
VACATION,  SICK & PERSONAL TIME.

*PART-TIME POSITIONS ALSO AVAILABLE

CareersCareers

FOR
CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: MFERTIG@THEJEWISHSTAR.COM

FOR
CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: MFERTIG@THEJEWISHSTAR.COM
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ADVERTISING CONSULTANTS
JOIN OUR TEAM!

• SALES EXPERIENCE
• STRONG COMMUNICATION SKILLS
• CREATIVE
• ENERGETIC
• CAR NECESSARY

SALARY, WEEKLY COMMISSIONS, EXPENSES
BONUS QUARTERLY, 401K, HEALTH BENEFITS, 

DENTAL,  LIFE INSURANCE, 
VACATION,  SICK & PERSONAL TIME

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of the                 Community NewspapersPublishers of the                 Community Newspapers

CareersCareers

FOR
CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: RGLICKMAN@LIHERALD.COM

FOR
CONFIDENTIAL INTERVIEW

EMAIL YOUR RESUME TO: RGLICKMAN@LIHERALD.COM

HIRING?
run Your Ad in The Jewish Star

Just Call Our Classified
Department at
516-632-5205

Weigh the Advantages
of Legal Advertising in 

For information on rates and 
coverage, contact our Legals Dept.

at 516-569-4000.

THE
JEWISH
STAR

THE
JEWISH
STAR
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We pass along full donation value.
Call Chabad Direct:1(800)37-DONATE

Turn your Used Car into a New Mitzvah
It’s fully tax deductible & helps needy

Jews of all backgrounds

UMBRELLA TZEDAKA   COLLECTION

We Send a Mentsch, Not a Middleman! No “Gifts” That Jeopardize Deductibility.

Save on your Taxes by Donating Instead of Trading In!
MAXIMUM DEDUCTION GIVEN

Prompt 
Pickup!

FREE Towing!

(36628)

00
00

00

INTERNS
WANTED

Start learning your career now!

e-mail inquires to Brigid Barkley
at hr@thejewishstar.com

 • Editorial
 • Photography
 • Sales 

 • Marketing 
 • Circulation 
 • Finance

 • Administration
 • Graphic Design

Experience a career in one of these exciting positions:

Summer Internships
available for college students



B Y  B A R U C H  S P I E R

Former Far Rockaway resi-
dent Ari Singer and his wife,
Rivka, can’t find a suitable
improvement to their small
basement apartment in Beit El,
in the Benjamin region in the
West Bank. They have been
struggling over the last five
months in search of an apart-
ment near other young couples. 

“If there is a place that’s
available we call up the next
day and they say, ‘not available
anymore,’” said Rivka about
searching for apartments listed
in local newspapers and on
email list-serves. 

The head of the Beit El
council, Moshe Rosenbaum, told
the Jewish Star this week that he
hopes more people come to live
in the communities of the West
Bank. However, due to building
restrictions enacted in 2005,
construction of new residences
has been severely impeded. 

The lack of housing has not
discouraged idealistic young
couples from trying to move
into the West Bank, said Etzion
bloc real estate agent Michael
Lourie. Lourie added that the
influx of would-be residents has
only intensified since President
Barack Obama called for a
freeze on settlement growth. 

According to Lourie, the
housing situation is unlikely to
improve in Israel’s current politi-
cal environment. Although
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu has so far ignored
pressures from President Obama
to freeze natural growth in the
settlements, he also neither
favors unnatural expansion nor
establishing new communities.

Council head Rosenbaum
explained that all new construc-
tion in Beit El was frozen in
2005 and new construction is
only allowed under permits pre-
dating 2005. Beit El’s new resi-
dents can only find housing in a
spare floor or basement that is
turned into an apartment, or in
the caravans found on the out-
skirts of many towns.

A caravan trailer is usually
the size of a two-bedroom
apartment, and permission is
unnecessary to build the hous-
ing units now common for new
couples in the community. How-
ever, Rosenbaum said that Beit
El has more than enough cara-
vans and isn’t allowing construc-
tion of new trailers.
Besides for Beit El, the Singers
have also searched the Etzion
block for housing. They hope to
find a place close to Rivka’s par-
ents who live in Efrat.

“I grew up in the settle-
ments, it’s the quality of life that
I am used to,” said Rivka about
her and her husband’s refusal to
move to Jerusalem or another
nearby city. The Singers have
tried to find a caravan for rent
in a suitable community. Cost-
ing its tenants only 1300 NIS
per month in a city like Efrat,
the caravan is a cheaper option
than neighborhood housing.
Unfortunately, the Singers have
been left disgruntled by the
process to obtain a caravan.

“You have to be on a wait-
ing list,” Ari Singer said of the
requirements to move into a
municipality-owned caravan,
“you have to pay, you have to
come for Shabbat.” A few com-
munities even asked for a hand-
writing analysis, he said.  

that confounded or deterred
olim or would-be olim of the
past have been smoothed away
by the relationships the seven
year-old organization has forged
with Israeli government agen-
cies. 

Ellie and Donny have
watched Nefesh B’Nefesh
videos, they said, finding it “so
hard not to be emotional.” Ellie
said they are “very excited to
experience it ourselves!” 

Yudi and Aviva Zuller and
their children flew on the Mon-
day flight for their move to
Ma’aleh Adumim. Six years ago
the couple bought a house on
Staten Island. “Our plan was to
be in the house for 10 years.
Most people move back their
plans. We made it out 4 years
ahead,” said Yudi. 

In addition to running
Graphic Dimensions Press, his
printing business in Brooklyn,
Yudi has devoted himself to rais-
ing money for terror victims in
Israel, and has collected over $1
million to date. 

Their 14-year-old daughter,
Navah, is particularly excited to
make aliyah, and 10-year-old
Binyamin said, “It’s my destiny.”
The two younger children,
Kayla, 7, and Gilad, 3, are also
happy. 

“Aliyah was always a plan,
but it was an ‘eventually, one of
these days’ kind of thing.” What
made it a reality? Yudi’s
fundraising and Aviva’s position
as director of public relations at
Yeshivat Reishit Yerushalayim
have sent the two commuting
back and forth over the past few
years. This, Yudi said, strength-
ened their connection to Israel.
So has Gilad Shalit.

Aviva and Yudi named their
youngest child “Gilad” in honor
of the Israeli MIA, to be “a big
zechus [merit] towards his
release and good health and
keeping him out of harm’s way.”
Yudi has forged a close friend-
ship with Gilad Shalit’s father,
Noam. 

“My wife and I think of
Gilad [Shalit] every hour of
every day,” said Yudi. In part, it
has inspired their aliyah. “To see
the selflessness and sacrifice a
19-year-old is willing to make
for his country, that’s something
my wife and I want our kids to

experience,” he said. 
Aliyah won’t be easy for the

Zuller family. Yudi will travel
back and forth from Israel to the
U.S. almost weekly in order to
continue running his business.
But, he says, “We want a better
life for our kids... the life we feel
they should have.

Zuller looks forward to liv-
ing in a “neighborhood sur-
rounded by fellow Jews... The
environment and aura of being
surrounded by house after
house, [where] whether reli-
gious or not, they’re still Jews.”

Taking a walk on a recent
Shabbat, Zuller’s son, Binyamin,
said, “In a few more weeks we
won’t see any cars on Shabbat.”
Reflecting on this, Yudi said, “It
tells you what Shabbat is and
what being in the Jewish State
is all about.”

When Zuller hears that it’s
a sacrifice to leave his large Stat-
en Island home and moving into
a small apartment in Israel, he
points to a picture of Gilad
Shalit and says, “You want to
see a huge sacrifice? Look at
Gilad Shalit. That’s a sacrifice.”

None of his friends are sur-
prised about the move. Some
are even asking what took him
so long.

Yudi and Aviva are proud
that their son is starting to make
a connection between himself
and Gilad Shalit. Pointing to a
picture on the wall he said,
“That’s big Gilad; I’m little
Gilad.”

The economy is playing a
part in an aliyah uptick. "We are
finding many people accelerat-
ing their aliyah plans as a result
of the economic recession," said
Yael Katsman, a spokesperson
for Nefesh B'Nefesh. In the past
many people considering a
move to Israel might have had
longer-term plans, or thoughts
of first paying off student loans,
but now Katsman says Nefesh
B’Nefesh has observed a consid-
erable shift in planning.

"There are currently over
10,000 people in our active
pipeline who have reached out
and expressed serious interest in
moving to Israel in the very near
future,” said Katsman. 

Building freeze, politics
affect young couples in
Yehuda and Shomron  

SUMMER’S FIRST ALIYAH 
Continued from Page One
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Jerusalem. Just the sound of
the word should set off tremors of
deep passion in the heart of every
observant and concerned Jew. For
us, it is not just another city, or a
geographic location; Jerusalem
represents the very center of the
Jewish faith since time immemori-
al.

No other earthly abode has as
much resonance in the Jewish
faith’s historical experi-
ence as does this sacred
city. Be it the glory of a
Temple, a royal palace,
the regal presence of a
priesthood, the solemn
proceedings of a San-
hedrin or the sight and
wound of mass
destruction and dese-
cration, Jerusalem
was and still is at the
center of our liturgy,
our conversation
with G-d, the expres-
sion of G-d’s rule in
this world.

It is this time of
year, beginning
with the Fast of the
17th of Tammuz,
on Thursday, and
lasting for the
next three weeks
to the Fast of
Tisha B’Av, that
we experience
the most
somber obser-
vance on the
Jewish calen-
dar. Much has
been written about the customs
for these three weeks. I shall briefly detail
below and in the next few weeks to come,
several works that, in my opinion, best set
the tone and purpose for our serious and
somber demeanor at this time on the Jewish
calendar.

Perhaps one of the most beloved of all
Jewish writers of the previous
g e n e r a t i o n
was Rabbi
Eliyahu Kitov
zt”l. His writ-
ings and books
have served as
classics for Jew-
ish law and lore
in our yeshivas
and Beis Yaakovs
for the better
part of the last
century, continu-
ing into our own
time. Among his
works is the clas-
sic, “The Book of
Our Heritage”
[Feldheim, 1968,
1999]. Within the
third volume you
will find all the
salient basic informa-
tion on what consti-
tutes the proper
observances as well as
the relevant historical
information to offer a
better understanding of
the importance of past
events that affect our lives to this day,
including the integrity of our concerns for
Jerusalem as the center of our people’s
faith. Indeed, even the learning and careful
study of the behavior of our ancient adver-
saries should and do help explain the behav-
ior of those contemporary adversaries, both
foreign and domestic, who ominously
resemble their ancient counterparts. Thus is
the value of the study of Jewish history.

Each chapter of this book is organized
by the Jewish month of the year and subdi-
vided by the various topics that define the
liturgical and halachic mandates for these
solemn days.

The language is easy to comprehend.
No detail is explained in a complicated man-
ner. This is the strength of this writer that
helps explain the deserved longevity of his
work.

Another, more intellectually challeng-
ing, volume is an anthology of writings by
Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik zt”l, titled,
“The Lord Is Righteous In All His Ways:
Reflections on the Tisha B’Av Kinot”[Ktav,
2006].

There is much to be gleaned from this
most informative sefer that will help
enhance the average, and non-average wor-
shiper to better understand the underlying
meanings of the various elegies that make
up the Kinot/Kinos. 

It is organized into two basic units.
They are, first,  “Themes of Tisha B’Av,”
which includes a philosophical take on the
day’s liturgical works and their religious
importance.

The second unit deals with
“Themes of the Kinot,” that goes
into greater detail concerning the
historical background of the Kinot
compositions, biographical data of
some of the major players down
through the ages who, by example
and experience, are emblematic of
the persecutions that our people
witnessed and died for.

In reviewing this sefer I
would be remiss if I did not share with you
one aspect of Tisha B’Av observance that

had escaped my atten-
tion until
now. This
will demon-
strate the
regard that
the Rav had
for the min-
hagim (cus-
toms) of
“amcha,” and
how he links it
to the chain of
tradition and
Halacha.

In the
chapter dealing
with the status of
Tisha B’Av in mes-
sianic times,
Rabbi Soloveitchik
teaches us the fol-
lowing:
“There is an old

Jewish custom not
to collect and put
away the Kinot book
for next year. I
remember this as a
child. They did not
save the Kinot books
for next year but read

through them and put them in the shaimos
collection to be buried later in the ceme-
tery.”

“Every Tisha B’Av they would buy new
ones. (Of course, the Kinot books were not

as expensive as they are
now, particularly those
with commentaries and
translations.)
But the old custom
was to buy new Kinot
booklets every year.
After all, after this
year we will no
longer need them.”

According to the
Rav this stemmed
from the Rambam’s
ruling in Hilchos
Ta’aniyos that
Tisha B’Av would
be obsolete after
the Messiah’s
arrival. Inasmuch
as we believe
that the Messiah
will arrive at
any time, such a
custom has
practical validi-
ty, and that is
what defines
the fate of our
little Kinot

booklets.
Toward the end of this sefer is a thir-

teen page chapter dealing with the Rav’s
take on the Holocaust and its relevance to
Tisha B’Av. I would suggest a careful reading
of this chapter. You might not agree with
the Rav’s conclusions but you will come
away a better-informed Jew for the effort.

This time of year should inspire us to
take greater stock of our appreciation for
the continued status of Jerusalem under
continued Jewish sovereignty, a status that
is being challenged by the current regime in
Washington and by their representatives
here in our own community.

Hopefully our prayers, particularly
inspired by the readings of Rabbi Kitov and
Rabbi Soloveitchik, both of blessed memory,
will help thwart the designs of those who
hide behind false pretensions of friendship.

One last word: In a Kosher Bookworm
column last year dealing with the Three
Weeks, I made reference to Rabbi Pesach
Schindler’s excellent treatment of Aym
Habanim Same’cha, titled “Restoration of
Zion As A Response During the Holocaust”
(Ktav). Many readers took note of that essay
and informed me at that time of the book’s
unavailability in area bookstores. 

This year I inform you that the book is
available for purchase online. It makes for
excellent and timely reading in sync with
the theme of the Three Weeks. Further, I
strongly urge Ktav to reprint and reissue this
classic, in paperback, so as to enable schools
and students to read and better understand
a chapter of our people’s history that has
been deliberately long-ignored by many who
should know better.

T H E  K O S H E R  B O O K W O R M

What to read for the
Three Weeks (part one)

A time of year that helps teach us why Jerusalem is so important

Alan Jay Gerber
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B Y  M A Y E R  F E R T I G

The young maintenance
worker from Brazil didn’t know
what a swastika was. She called
Rabbi Anchelle Perl on Friday
morning wondering about the
freshly painted images on the
front doors of Cong. Beth
Sholom Chabad in Mineola:
were they religious symbols?
But most everyone else who
passed the shul Friday morning
knew just what he or she was
looking at. 

“People were aghast.
Screaming. People were driving
by and taking pictures,” Rabbi
Perl recalled. “The general feel-
ing was one of disgust and dis-
grace.”

“Based on what was writ-
ten there, obviously, it’s being
investigated as a hate crime and
hopefully we’ll be able to identi-
fy somebody who was responsi-
ble,” Detective Sergeant Gary
Shapiro, the coordinator of the
NCPD bias crimes unit, said in a
brief telephone interview. 

The swastikas were spray
painted on the shul sometime
Thursday night. Police believe
that a separate incident —
obscenities drawn on cars in the
same area — was not connect-
ed. A neighbor’s home security
camera captured video images
of children carrying out those
crimes. 

The swastikas, painted in
red, were drawn “incorrectly, I
might add,” noted Detective
Lieutenant Ray Cote, command-
ing officer of the Nassau County
Police Department’s Third
Precinct, at a news conference

at department headquarters in
Mineola. “Certainly it’s stupid,”
he said, “but we treat this very
seriously.” 

“They sent a crime unit,
scraping the paint, looking for
fingerprints. That was reassur-
ing,” Rabbi Perl said. 

“What went through my
mind was, in 1938 the govern-
ment [of Germany] sponsored
this. And now, within minutes,
the mayor of Mineola called.
The commissioner of police
[Lawrence Mulvey] was jogging
— he’s a friend — he heard it
and came around the block to
reassure us. It was good to see
the government people,” he
added.

In an odd twist, had the
crime occurred just a few days
later, the perpetrators would in
all likelihood also have been
caught on tape. 

“Even as I speak to you, the
cameras are going up,” Rabbi
Perl said. The wiring was
installed last Wednesday and
Thursday as part of a planned
security upgrade, and by Tues-
day cameras were up “around
the whole building.” 

“We would have caught
them easily,” said Rabbi Perl,
but “there’s no such thing as
irony in this world. It’s all
divine providence and we’re
accepting it that way.”

The Nassau County Police
Department is seeking the pub-
lic’s help. Anyone with informa-
tion should call Crime Stoppers
at 800-244-TIPS.

- Additional reporting 
by Andrew Hackmack

Chabad shul in
Mineola defaced

Photo courtesy Cong.  Beth Sholom Chabad
Rabbi Anchelle Perl with swastikas sprayed on his shul. They were
removed before Shabbos.
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(Here’s why, in their own words)
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was clearly expressed in your newspaper coverage."

"Congrats on a gutsy and great issue."
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one to go to for news."

“You are totally ruining the image of Jewish newspapers 
by continuing to report on the news.”
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B Y  A D A M  N E U S T A D T E R

I admit it — I like drinking wine! But writing about it is a
whole different ball game. As the editor can tell you, sometimes it’s
difficult to come up with new words to
describe the same thing over and over.
This, however, is not one of those times. 

Upon opening the wine, you can
taste soft fruit, little tannin, and almost
no finish — all the qualities of an over-
priced wine. Fortunately for you, me and
the wine, I have patience when it comes to
wine. Well at least enough to give the
wine a little time to become, shall we say,
a little bit friendlier.

Boy, are you guys lucky to have me.
I waited, and as usual, patience, a
rewarding virtue even for the less
virtuous, pays off. The fruit
expands even more, and even
allows some of the oak to come
out. The aroma is complemented
by slight hints of chocolate (not
that common for Merlot); some
complementary tannins evolve
and begin to grab hold of the
palate. The palate stays consis-
tent. The finish is somewhat soft
and thin. But then again, it is a
medium-bodied merlot.

Still, the thin finish makes
me question how long the wine
will last. At this point I would say
it’s ready to drink now, and prob-
ably for another year or two,
though the real question is, at
what price? Or to phrase it bet-
ter: “Is the wine worth the
money?” 

While the wine did get bet-
ter after about an hour, it’s all
about what else is out there.
After all is said and done, the
wine is a nice Merlot IF you can
find it priced in the low $20s. I
don’t know if that price is feasi-
ble. This has nothing to do with
the current economic situation. It’s
just that there are better Merlots out there
once you get into the $20 range and certainly in the $30s.  

Adam Neustadter has taught about wine and was a sales executive
for the Royal Wine Corporation for 15 years until his aliyah in 2006.
He and his family live in Modiin.

I S  T H E  W I N E  W O R T H  
T H E  M O N E Y ?  

Psagot Merlot
2006

Mesivta, which together with
HAFTR, operates under the
banner of Machon HaTorah.

“HAFTR brought real
estate and finances to the
cooperative agreement. Ram-
bam brought educational lead-
ership,” explained Yaron Korn-
blum, the other incoming co-
president. Rabbi Yotav Eliach
and Rabbi Zev Friedman of
Rambam lead the various prin-
cipals and administrators of the
Machon. “It was HAFTR’s
responsibility to fundraise and
pay the deficit of the startup,”
he said.

“HAFTR's decision was a
unilateral decision, made
over our forceful objections,”
Rabbi Friedman told The
Jewish Star. “We believe it
was unnecessary and unfortu-
nate. It was very painful.”
Shalhevet parents are search-
ing for ways maintain the
school he said, but, “Right
now my focus is making sure
these wonderful girls have a
home for next year.”

“We have a fiduciary
responsibility to our parents,
especially in these times — we
have a lot more people out of
work, asking for tuition assis-
tance — to use our resources to
help people within the HAFTR
family,” Kornblum said. The
fact that few HAFTR eighth
graders chose to attend Shal-
hevet apparently factored into
the decision. 

HAFTR will continue to
fund the Machon, the co-presi-
dents said, and through that,
Rambam. They declined to com-
ment about what they termed
“ongoing negotiations” but
stressed that further changes to
the Machon HaTorah relation-
ship at this time would be for
Rambam to decide. 

“I’m devastated and I’m
hoping that we’ll be able to
muster the parents together
to continue in an indepen-
dent form,” said the mother
of an incoming 10th grader.
She didn’t want to be named,
citing concerns about placing

her daughter in another
school, if need be. “I person-
ally hope that we can some-
how make it continue.” 

“It’s an exceptional
school. She took Arabic. She
can now read and write Ara-
bic after one year. She took
advanced math. The Ivrit was
excellent. The Limudei
Kodesh was excellent. College
bowl, debate team. It is an
excellent school.”

Robbie Zeitz, the father
of an incoming freshman,
who was apprised of the deci-
sion this afternoon called it
“unconscionable.”

His daughter, an eighth
grader at Shulamith School
for Girls in Brooklyn, went
through “trauma and tur-
moil” there this year. Shu-
lamith will not have a ninth
grade in September. “We
found Shalhevet and knowing
it was part of Machon
HaTorah, we felt secure and
reassured,” he said. “40 girls
were set to go and now, with-
out warning and with less
than two months until school
starts, their future and their
security has been pulled right
out from under them by an
unconscionable act.”

“We recognize the
extreme issue as far as place-
ment,” Honigsfeld said. “We
are mitigating that by offer-
ing seats in our high school at
the same economic terms.”
HAFTR’s tuition is significant-
ly higher. “Alternatively,
administrators from both
Rambam and HAFTR will
assist getting these students
placed in other all-girls
yeshivot in the metropolitan
area,” he said, and “any
advance payments of tuition
will be fully refunded, one
hundred percent.”

“We already have at least
one prospective child who
has contacted us,” about
attending HAFTR High
School, said Ruben Maron,
the executive director. “We
have at least one who is regis-
tering, we’ve had other
inquiries.” 

Shalhevet “was a great
concept but bad timing,”
Kornblum said. 

SHALHEVET
Continued from Page One
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TUESDAY

JULY 14, 2009
12:00-7:00 PM

Raritan Center
3050 Woodbridge Ave

Edison, New Jersey

Register at
www.acteva.com/go/BTB
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Federal Government
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through Networking
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