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Reaching out

Agudah’s 
‘Yes, 
we can’ 
moment
By Michael Orbach

It was raining on Tuesday night as Rabbi
Avi Shafran, Agudath Israel’s director of pub-
lic affairs, stood in the hallway of a home in
Lawrence, amiably greeting people arriving
for an open forum with Agudah’s lay lead-
ers. “Astonishing, we let you in the neighbor-
hood,” one guest joked with Rabbi Shafran.

The evening dubbed, ‘What does Agudah
mean to me?’ was equal parts town hall meet-
ing, pep rally and group therapy for Agudah,
which is involved in activities that range from
lobbying the White House, Capitol Hill and
numerous statehouses, to running summer
camps in a number of states. It marked the
fi rst time that Agudah has held an informal
panel discussion intended to connect with its
constituents. A number of local rabbonim in-
cluding Rabbi Yitzchok Frankel of Agudath
Israel of the Five Towns, Rabbi Yaakov Re-
isman of Long Island in Far Rockaway, and
Rabbi Aryeh Ginzberg of the Chofetz Chaim
Torah Center in Cedarhurst, joined about 75 
residents of the Five Towns and surrounding
areas.

Agudath Israel of America is one of the
four groups that play a leading role in Or-
thodox Judaism in the United States, along
with the Orthodox Union, the Rabbinical
Council of America and, historically, the Na-
tional Council of Young Israel. Agudah’s lay 
leaders take cues from the Moetzes Gedolei
HaTorah, the self-appointed Council of Torah
Sages, that includes Rav Shmuel Kamenetz-
ky, Rav Dovid Feinstein, Rav Malkiel Kotler,
and Rabbi Yaakov Perlow, the Novominsker 

Continued on page 4

An almost civil disagreement 
Lawrence school board election looms

By Michael Orbach

The chill in the air this week was 
perfectly timed. Nothing would seem to 
complement the annual Lawrence School 
Board election better than rain, wind and 
sporadic hail. In Lawrence, Cedarhurst, 
Long Beach, Atlantic Beach and parts of 
Woodmere, neighbors no longer seem 
quite so neighborly; fences and hedges 
feel a little taller, even foreboding, as the 
now annual confl ict between Jews and 
non-Jews, Orthodox and non-Orthodox, 
private school and public school parents, 
begins again. This year, with three seats 
up for grabs on the District 15 board, is 
no different.

Jay Silverstein, Annie Reyes and Ni-
cole Di Lorio are challenging board mem-
bers Solomon Blisko, David Sussman and 
Nahum Marcus, respectively. Given that 
the teachers’ contract will be renegoti-
ated this year, the election is viewed as 
especially important.  

A Meet the Candidates night at Law-
rence Middle School on Tuesday seemed, 

at fi rst, to be free of the rancor that of-
ten plagues school board meetings. Last 
year, public school parents held their 
own candidate event at a park in Inwood. 
This year Blisko couldn’t make it, but the 
fi ve candidates who were present were 
civil toward each other, cooperatively 
passing around a microphone. The loud-
est cry of protest emerged from a boy 
whose mother refused to let him drink 
from a bottle of red Vitamin Water. The 
mood changed, however, as the evening 
progressed, and loud murmurs could be 
heard from audience members unfriend-
ly to the incumbents. 

A moderator from the League of 
Women Voters asked each candidate a 
battery of questions including how he 
or she would heal the divisions between 
district residents, and whether they live 
in the district (all answered in the affi r-
mative). 

A special ire seemed to be reserved 
for David Sussman. The urologist from 
Lawrence is a graduate of the Lawrence 
public schools, and a 15-year veteran 

of the school board whose children at-
tended the schools as well; his son, Sam, 
is currently in the tenth grade. Some 
public school parents take as a personal 
betrayal Sussman’s longtime alignment 
with board members who are Orthodox 
and send their children to yeshiva. He 
was subjected to a number of disparag-
ing comments about his physical appear-
ance, but was unabashed about a school 
board he feels is the best the Lawrence 
School District has seen. 

“It’s a board that’s willing to do what’s 
right for children and what’s right for the 
community and not be afraid of criticism, 
not be afraid to stand up in a storm,” 
Sussman told The Jewish Star earlier in 
the day. 

On Tuesday evening he repeatedly 
thanked his family who sat in the fi rst 
row and were often the only people who 
cheered for him. To highlight his points 
about fi scal responsibility, he waved a 
newspaper clipping about budget cuts 
in Mineola. He listed the board’s accom-

Continued on page 3
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Taking part in the Board of Education candidates forum at Lawrence Middle School on Tuesday, April 27, 2010, 
are, from left, Nicole Di Iorio, Annie Reyes, Jay Silverstein, David Sussman and Nahum Marcus.
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GREAT NEWS!
Chef Marty Freed 
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May 5th, 11am-2pm 
Doing a Special, Free 

COOKING DEMO 
at the Ossie’s Fish Counter. 

Just in time for Shavuos
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516-632-5205 ext. 4
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An almost civil disagreement
Continued from page 1
plishments. 

“We’ve created the fi nest free universal 
pre-k program on Long Island,” Sussman 
said. “This was done under Dr. [Asher] Man-
sdorf [a past president of the board] and 
continued by [current president] Dr. [Mur-
ray] Forman  — a creation of the so-called 
Orthodox/private school board.”

The board has also increased the school 
day for fi fth graders by 119 50-minute peri-
ods, the equivalent of three extra weeks of 
schooling, and has the “fi nest arts and the-
ater program” on Long Island, Sussman said. 
Even Sussman’s opponent, Annie Reyes, an 
African-American mother of eight and grand-
mother of 14 from North Lawrence, seemed 
aware of his stature. 

“I think I got the short end of the straw,” 
she laughed on the day of the event. 

Reyes has a pleasant, easy-going manner 
that belied her reasons for running for a seat 
on the board.

“I complain and I complain that I don’t like 
this and I don’t like this,” Reyes explained. “I 
like to be a part of the solution and not part 
of the problem. I can’t complain and sit on 
the outside and not want to do something. 
You can only sit back for so long.”

She continued: “Dr. Sussman has tried 
to make the best decision that benefi ts the 
children and families but right now we need 
something a little different.” 

Selling decommissioned school buildings 
is a short-term solution to a long-term prob-
lem, Reyes stressed. “Sooner or later we have 
to pay the piper.” 

In an interview with The Jewish Star, she 
elaborated on her point. “We can’t keep on 
selling buildings in order to pay for the up-
keep,” said Reyes. “We can’t do that. I feel 
right now, if we close our eyes, we might 
wind up in a one-room schoolhouse with one 
teacher.”

Reyes, who ran a senior center until her 
retirement, said she feels that a one-percent 
tax increase over a period of time would help 
alleviate the situation. 

Of the three challengers, Silverstein is the 

most polished and experienced.  A Duke Uni-
versity-trained school and clinical psycholo-
gist, Silverstein worked in the Lawrence 
schools from 2005-2008. Currently, he con-
sults for two private schools and manages 
a private practice in his hometown of Long 
Beach. 

“I think it would be a great honor to serve 
the community,” Silverstein told The Jew-
ish Star. “I graduated from Lawrence High 
School. I have two children in the public 
schools and I believe that the way of culture 
and traditions in our community makes this a 
remarkable place to live and raise children.” 

He praised the current board for “getting 
us off contingency” and demonstrating fi scal 
responsibility, but he said he would be able 
to “help the board demonstrate the same 
leadership in their educational responsibili-
ties.” 

Silverstein is currently suing the school 
board over his recent fi ring that he claims 
was due to what his lawyer called “anti-Or-
thodox” feelings. Superintendent John Fitzsi-
mons has called the accusation baseless and 
said the district offered Silverstein a position 
of greater responsibility for the same salary. 

Silverstein maintained that there would 
be no confl ict with being a member of a 
school board he is suing. He said that, if 
elected, he would recuse himself from mat-
ters concerning the lawsuit. 

“I have been a committed employee for 
the Lawrence Public school district,” he said. 
“I served the district and the community in 
an exemplary manner and I was deprived of 
continuing to serve the community I love. I 
also think the community was deprived of 
my continued service. Now that I am not em-
ployed by the district, I can think of no better 
way [to serve the community] than as a rep-
resentative of the board of education.”

At the event, he stressed a plan that 
would focus on greater communication with 
community members, transparency and, in 
his words, thinking, “what would I do if it 
was my child,” before making every decision. 
“We have a wonderful district and our chil-
dren are doing wonderfully,” he said. 

Blisko, the incumbent, a dentist in Wood-
mere, said that Silverstein’s lawsuit “speaks 
for itself.” 

“I’d like to fi nish what we started,” Blisko 
said in an interview Monday about why he 
is seeking reelection. He could not make it 
to the Wednesday meeting due to appoint-
ments with his patients. “We didn’t approach 
the tax situation with a slash-and-burn [at-
titude],” said Blisko. “We approached it in a 
fi scally responsible manner. We’re sensitive 
to people who pay taxes and we want to pro-
vide an excellent education to all the kids in 
the district, public or private.”

Blisko stressed efforts the board has made 
to bring the community together, like hav-
ing students of two Jewish private schools  
collaborate with students at Lawrence High 
School in a performance of “Twelve Angry 
Men,” and the formation of the Five Towns 
One Community Fund, a non-profi t that 
works with private and public schools to 
help poor families in the area. The board 
also ran a fundraising drive that raised close 
to $10,000 for an immigrant family that suf-
fered a fatal fi re in their home. 

Answering critics who complain that the 
majority of the board members do not send 
their children to the public schools, Blisko 
said, “If you pay taxes you have a right to 
elected offi ce.”

Arguably the least conspicuous of the 
three incumbents is Nahum Marcus, an or-
dained rabbi, who sat to Sussman’s left and 
seemed to slightly bemuse the audience. He 
has a simple answer why he’s running for re-
election. “I’m a glutton for punishment,” he 
laughed. 

Marcus joined the board three years ago 
when his special needs son was refused ther-
apy by the district. He sued and won. Since 
being elected, Marcus has focused singularly 
on special education. “I know what it’s like to 
have it in your family,” he said. 

Self-effacing, Marcus said that he was still 
learning the ropes and hoped to be able to 
continue on the board. The biggest change 
that was made in his tenure, he says, was 
one of attitude in the school offi ce. 

“The attitude I stressed in special ed is, ‘I 
want you to listen to the child and the needs 
of the child,’” he explained. “Don’t worry 
about the money or fi nancing, you worry 
how to help, we’ll worry about the money.”

Recently, he said, a parent was suing the 
district to pay for the private special educa-
tion of her special needs son. The school was 
a non-Jewish school in Manhattan and the 
district was refusing to pay, claiming that 
the boy was receiving a sub-par education. 
Marcus investigated and learned that the boy 
was doing far better in his new school. The 
reason he was reported to be failing, Marcus 
said, was that a teacher and a teacher’s aide 
were let go when the boy left the district. 

“Instead of caring what’s good for the 
child they lied and tried to get the kid back,” 
Markus explained. “I blew a fuse. How do 
you care more about your job than a child 
with special needs?” He worked with the 
board to pay for the child’s tuition and told 
the teacher and the aide to not bother apply-
ing to the Lawrence school district again. 

Reyes and Di Lorio were honest about 
their limitations when it came to board fi -
nances. “I’m not going to pretend to know,” 
said Di Lorio. “But I am willing to learn.” 

In her closing statement she said her 
greatest qualifi cations were several African 
American and Hispanic teenagers who sat 
in the fi rst two rows to support her.  “The 
children asked me to run,” she told The Jew-
ish Star. “I see a division within this com-
munity.  I feel that I can offer solutions to 
this problem.  I understand the people of this 
District.” Di Lorio is offering to drive anyone 
to the voting booth on May 11th who needs 
a ride, “no matter who they vote for.” “Every-
one has my number,” she said later. 

In Reyes closing statement, she pointed 
out that the board does not have a female 
member and then listed her role model: Gol-
da Meir. “I never did anything alone,” Reyes 
said, quoting the late Israeli prime minister. 
“Whatever was accomplished was accom-
plished collectively.” 

In his closing statement, Marcus men-
tioned “When Humanity Fails,” an exhibit in 
the Lawrence High School about American 
soldiers liberating concentration camps dur-
ing World War Two. “For the children, all of 
us can learn to get along,” he said.  

By Sergey Kadinsky

Standing in the rain, hundreds of sup-
porters gathered outside Israel’s consulate 
in Manhattan on Sunday, condemning Presi-
dent Barack Obama for his treatment of the 
Jewish state. Competing with umbrellas, 
were signs in support for the Tea Party move-
ment.

“You’re very hardy souls for coming out 
today,” said Rabbi Aryeh Spero of the conser-
vative group Caucus for America. “No presi-
dent, prime minister, not even the United 
Nations, can tear asunder what G-d has de-
creed.”

The reason for the rally varied: demon-
strators cited the president’s snubbing of a 
photo opportunity with Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu during his recent 
visit; Obama’s public condemnation of Jew-
ish construction in East Jerusalem; and the 
president’s inability to stop Iranian nuclear 
ambitions. 

The message on Glen Oaks-resident Bon-
nie Bockman’s shirt was of a turban-clad 
Barack Obama alongside  Osama bin Laden. 
“The only difference between Obama and 

Osama: Just a little B.S.,” read the t-shirt. “I 
searched for this shirt on an AOL message 
board, and I had to have it,” said Bockman. 
“I proudly wore this shirt when I voted for 
president.”

Needless to say, the vote she cast was not 
for Mr. Obama. 

Across the street, a dozen Neturei Karta 
members staged a quiet counter-protest. 
Trading brief insults with their opponents, 
they were in no mood for dialogue. 

“I was speaking to the young man with 
the reddish beard,” said Astoria resident Zelig 
Krymko. “But the other Neturei Karta were 

telling him not to speak to the apikorus,” us-
ing the Hebrew term for heretic. The anti-
Obama mood at the rally was unforgiving as
author Joan Peters came to the stage. 

“I was a civil rights worker, and I voted for
Obama,” said Peters, as booing erupted from
the crowd. “I believed him when he said he
loved Israel.” 

Peters, author of the history book “From 
Time Immemorial,” had fl own from Chicago 
to attend the rally. She said that her impres-
sion of Obama changed after his speech in 
Cairo. “The Holocaust is not the reason that
Jews went to Israel,” said Peters. “There was 
already a Zionist movement before the war.”

The rally was spearheaded by Beth Gilin-
sky, who founded the Jewish Action Alliance
to Combat Islamic Extremism. 

“We are here to show the Holocaust sur-
vivors that we have learned,” said Gilinsky.
“We are shedding the victim status and put-
ting on the mantle of victory.”

“You are standing in the rain,” said Rabbi
David Algaze of Forest Hills. “you are not 
fair-weather friends. If ‘Never Again’ means
anything, it means we are vigilant.”

Rally for Israel

Obama policies criticized — not always politely

Photo by Sergey Kadinsky

Protestors gathered despite the rain at the Israeli consulate to protest 
President Obama’s policies to Israel. 



Agudah’s ‘Yes We Can’ moment
Continued from page 1

Rebbe, who heads the organization. The 
Moetzes Gedolei HaTorah meets in private 
to render halachic decisions and takes social 
positions recognized by most chareidim and 
many modern Orthodox Jews.

The panel discussion Tuesday night fea-
tured Agudah’s lay leaders; a chance to put 
a public face on an organization that largely 
operates out of the spotlight.  

Rabbi Chaim Dovid Zwiebel, who holds 
the highest lay leadership position in the 
Agudah as executive vice president, ex-
plained: “People know us by reputation; they 
don’t know us as human beings and we are.” 
(“Despite rumors to the contrary,” Rabbi 
Shafran quipped.)

The Agudah has several state and regional 
offi ces, but the event in Lawrence was also 
an effort to drum up local, grassroots support 
and expand and deepen the organization’s 
reach — an acknowledgement, perhaps, that 
there are Orthodox Jews outside of Brooklyn. 
“We’re here to hear,” Rabbi Shafran stated. 

Styled on the health care debates that 
occurred several months ago, the scope of 
Agudah’s activities seemed no less complex 
than the facts of health care. Switching from 
English to Hebrew to Yiddish and Yinglish, 
presenters struggled to answer the question: 
What does Agudah do?

“Can we put it in one word? Two? A 
phrase?” asked one speaker. 

The presenters included Rabbi Shmuel 
Lefkowitz, the vice president for community 
affairs; the Yale-trained legal counsel, Rabbi 
Mordechai Biser, who rattled off a list of ac-
tivities that ranged from opposing school bud-
get cuts in New York State, to fi ghting against 

dividing Jerusalem, to urging insurance com-
panies to cover infertility treatments.

“Orthodox Jews should get our fair shake,” 
explained Rabbi Yaakov Bender, the revered 
rosh yeshiva of Yeshiva Darchei Torah, who 
spoke later in the evening. (Rabbi Zwiebel 
credited Rabbi Bender with bringing him 
into the organization 23 years ago.)

The event was strictly not a fundraiser, 
but Rabbi Bender advocated that partici-
pants become members of the organization, 
tying Agudah’s political prowess to its mem-
bership. 

“It’s numbers,” Rabbi Bender maintained. 
“There’s no reason why every single frum 
family ... shouldn’t be card carrying members 

of the Agudah.” 
By moving somewhat closer to the pub-

lic spotlight, Agudah also took the chance of 
stirring up notice of past errors, particularly 
how Agudah has dealt with the explosive is-
sue of child sexual abuse. But it was Rabbi 
Zwiebel himself who raised that point, the 
lone critical one of the evening. 

“What’s the phrase, Mea Culpa?” Rabbi 
Zwiebel asked the crowd. “We have to ac-
knowledge for quite a long time the issue 
was not understood; the extent of the prob-
lem was not understood; the severity of the 
scars that are left by the experience were not 
understood. Because they were not under-
stood they were not dealt with properly,” he 

said. “We are a lot of smarter, including the
Gedolei Yisroel who stand at the helm of Klal
Yisroel. A number of positive steps have been
taken and, frankly, I think there are more
positive steps that need to be taken.” 

He added that a meeting of summer camp 
directors was scheduled for April 29 to dis-
cuss how to educate parents and campers to
prevent sexual abuse.

Shlomo Steiman, a soft-spoken tax attor-
ney from Kew Gardens Hills, said he found
the event “refreshing.” 

“I appreciated the dignifi ed manner and
the frankness about issues which are sensi-
tive,” he said. 

During a Q and A session, the questions 
centered on the ever-present tuition crisis
facing Jewish families, and on what was be-
ing done for Sholom Rubashkin, who faced
sentencing this week by a federal judge. 

Regarding Rubashkin, Zwiebel turned
away two calls for action from members of 
the audience. “Don’t do anything other than
be mispalel (pray),” he said, explaining that,
given the already steady effort on Rubash-
kin’s behalf, any more could backfi re. 

In his brief remarks, Rabbi Zwiebel
stressed the Rubashkin case and the relation-
ship between President Obama and Israel as
reasons why Agudah needs community sup-
port.

“We have to rise to the challenge,” he said,
before declaring, “We are becoming the voice
of American Jewry.” 

Two-and-a-half hours after it began, the
program ended. Amid the sound of chairs
being shuffl ed back and forth, a loud mur-
mur arose as the audience began davening
Maariv. 

Photo by Michael Orbach

Rabbi Shmuel Bloom, the former executive vice president of Agudah, also sat in 
for the panel, dubbed “What does the Agudah mean to me?”
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Willow
Next to
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10% off 10% off 
all tins!!!all tins!!!

Excluding 9X13 which is $0.19Excluding 9X13 which is $0.19

10%-30% off 10%-30% off 
select matching plates, select matching plates, 

napkins, and cupsnapkins, and cups

Over 20 solid colors Over 20 solid colors 
to choose from!!! to choose from!!! 

Over 150 different patterned Over 150 different patterned 
napkins to choose from!!!!napkins to choose from!!!!

S H A V U O S  S A L E

BIG BOB'S SELF STORAGE 
2 Endo Blvd., Garden City • 516-227-0200

1 block south of Stewart Avenue, just west of the Meadowbrook Parkway (Exit 3M) Adjacent to north campus of Nassau Community College

STORAGE UNITSSTORAGE UNITS
11//2 OFF OFF
Sale!

SHOP & 
COMPARE 

OUR PRICES

BIG BOB'S SELF STORAGE

REGULAR
RATE

1/2 OFF

Not to be combined with any other offer. Rate applies to FIRST 3 MONTHS of lease with minimum of 6 month commitment. Regular rates apply starting with 4th month. Exp. 5/1/10.

 Unit Size Floor 5x5 5x10 8x10 10x10 10x20
  1st Floor 42.50 62.50 86.50 99.00 172.00
  2nd Floor 39.50 59.00 82.50 94.50 —
  1st Floor 85.00 125.00 173.00 198.00 344.00
  2nd Floor 79.00 118.00 165.00 189.00 —

BIG BOB'S 
Discount Self Storage
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“A newborn ox, lamb or goat remains with 
its mother for seven days. Then, after the 
eighth day, it shall be acceptable as sacrifi ce 
for a fi re offering to G-d.” (Vayikra 22:27) A 
similar verse in Shmot 22:29 says that “on 
the eighth day, you shall give it to me.”

The difference is that the Shmot passage 
refers to setting the animal aside for G-d, 
while our verse refers to the actual offering 
of the animal. (Chizkuni)

What is the signifi cance of the eighth day 
that changes the baby animal from being un-
acceptable to being acceptable to G-d?

Ibn Ezra compares the animal’s eighth day 
of life (the day of “m’ruba,” when a quarter-
month has passed) to that of a human baby 
— just as the baby may now be circumcised 
so may an animal be brought as an offering.

In a lengthy exposition of this verse, Tar-
gum Yonatan explains 
the signifi cance of the 
quarter-month in that a 
seven day waiting peri-
od proves the animal’s 
viability as it assures 
us the animal is not a 
“nefel” — the halakhic 
category of a stillborn, 
which would obvi-
ously be unfi t to be a 
korban. (Rabbi Shimon 
Ben Gamliel — Shab-
bat 135b. For a human, 
the “nefel” status is re-
moved at thirty days.)

As a mohel, one Torah thought I hear a lot 
at brisses is that the eighth day is “l’maalah 
min hateva” — above nature, or supernatu-
ral. Through circumcision, we elevate our-
selves and our bodies to G-d, by removing 
something natural to help attain a spiritual 
level previously unreachable.

But some of the commentaries have dif-
ferent thoughts on the subject.

Chizkuni notes how a Zav, metzora and 
one who comes in contact with a corpse 
come out of their tumah (spiritual impurity) 
on the eighth day — the day after a seven-
day waiting period.

Baal Haturim examines how each day of 
beginning of the animal’s life parallels the 
days of creation. One who sacrifi ces an ani-
mal on its fi rst day will be viewed as sacri-
fi cing to the heavens and earth (created on 
the fi rst day), on the fourth day as if to the 

luminaries, etc. The animal must experience 
its seventh day (parallel to Shabbos) for the 
one sacrifi cing it to remember that G-d cre-
ated the world, and that it is to Him that we 
are sacrifi cing on the eighth day.

Whether outside of nature, a new life post-
removal from the camp, or a reminder that, 
fi rst and foremost, G-d created the world in 
seven days, we can begin to understand how 
the animal’s status is changed on day eight 
when it is fi nally worthy to be a korban — an 
offering that helps a person come closer to 
G-d.

In the fi rst mishnah of Avot 4, ben Zoma 
reminds us of the verse in Tehillim 119:99 
which says “Mikol m’lamdai hiskalti.” We 
can learn from any one who teaches us and 
should accept the truth from whatever source 
it may come.

In Thornton Wilder’s novel “The Eighth 
Day,” a character describes his generation at 
the turning of the 20th century as the Eighth 
Day. “Man is not an end, but a beginning. 
We are at the beginning of the second week. 
We are children of the eighth day.” In other 
words, the eighth day represents progress. 
It is when G-d’s initial input into the world 
is set, and humans take a stab at what their 
G-d-given gifts can create, what they can in-
vent, what they can put together to foment 
advancement in civilization.

We can look at all that is natural and su-
pernatural in the world, and it is very easy 
for us to fall back on it all and say, “It’s all 
G-d. It’s always been G-d. It will always be 
G-d. There is nothing else.”

But we are on this earth for a purpose, 
and our fi rst job is to discover that purpose. If 
G-d created the world in six days and rested 
on the seventh, we are meant to emulate Him 
through our own creativity for six days, as 
we too rest on the seventh. But the progress 
of human development and creativity begins 
on the eighth day. It is the day when we take 
action, when we perfect the world under G-d 
through the actions we take to get closer to 
him.

When we circumcise our sons, when we 
take the animal that is now over a week old, 
we take action and turn a being that has not 
yet accomplished much to a point of spiritual 
fullness that could not have been accom-
plished without our input. This is the turning 
point of the eighth day, a day of action and a 
day that looks toward a brighter tomorrow.

Parshat Emor

The Eighth Day

Rabbi Avi Billet

Photo by Brian Alevis

The Mousetrap in HAFTR
A scene from HAFTR performance of Agatha Christie’s The Mousetrap that 
took place on Motza’ei Shabbat. Students Evan Margolis, Jacqui Geller, 
Marissa Snitkoff, Josh Abramowitz, Alexander Mehl, Ariel Weiss and Rivi 
Wartenberg try to fi nd a killer. 
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is there a doctor 
in the house?

Chari Pere

In Good Health
Medical professionals and health-related 

businesses, reserve your space now!

Monthly special sections, all this year in

May 14
June 4
July 9

August 6
Sept. 3
Oct. 15
Nov. 12
Dec. 17

Call your sales representative today!
(516) 569-4000

Nassau County
Helene Parsons - ext. 290

Avromy Friedman - ext. 219

Brooklyn
Jay Morrow - ext. 314

Queens, Manhattan & the Bronx
Jesse Osher - ext. 319

or email newsroom@thejewishstar.com
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OHEL, JCC of the Greater Five Towns, SKA High School for Girls 
& DRS Yeshiva High School For Boys

SKA High School for Girls
291 Meadowview Avenue, Hewlett Bay Park

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 
at 7:30 PM

  How can I SUPPORT MY CHILD’S GROWTH 
and personal development?
  How can I maintain COMMUNICATION with 
my child’s yeshiva/seminary abroad?
  How can I e!ectively parent via a LONG-
DISTANCE RELATIONSHIP?

  When is HOMESICKNESS normal and when 
should I be concerned?

The
inYear

Israel
 BEFORE    DURING   AFTER

AND  PREPARING YOUR CHILD 
FOR ADULTHOOD

THROUGH A SPECIAL GRANT OF UJA-FEDERATION’S CARING COMMISSION PRESENT

Gain insight about 
your child’s Yeshiva or 
Seminary Experience at 

an informative Panel 
Discussion led by

RABBI YISROEL 
KAMINETSKY

Menahel of DRS Yeshiva High School 
for Boys

MRS. HELEN SPIRN
Principal of Stella K. Abraham 

High School for Girls

MR. BARRY HOROWITZ
LCSW-R

Coordinator OHEL’s Long Island 
Services

Also featuring recent Israel program 
alumni from local yeshivot and 

veteran parents to provide up-to-
date information on what to expect 

and what to watch out for.
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120 Cedarhurst Avenue. • Cedarhurst
516-295-4404

Open Mon. - Fri. 9:30-5:30 • Sun. 10-5

SALE
30% Off

Mfg. Sugg. Retail

SALE
25% Off

Mfg. Sugg. Retail

SALE
25% Off

Mfg. Sugg. Retail

LADIES' 
UNDERWEAR

Savings for the Entire Family 
for Over 30 Years!

HANES - 
BERKSHIRE

CALVIN KLEIN
HOSIERY

LADIES
DKNY

PAJAMAS
and

NITEGOWNS
SALE NOW THROUGH 5/10/10 

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY 
OTHER SPECIAL OFFERS

SALE NOW THROUGH 
5/10/10 

NOT TO BE COMBINED 
WITH ANY OTHER 
SPECIAL OFFERS

SALE NOW THROUGH 
5/10/10 

NOT TO BE COMBINED 
WITH ANY OTHER 
SPECIAL OFFERS

SALE!! 
STOREWIDE 
BRA EVENT

25%OFF

SOX WORLD PLUS

HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY SALE

SALE NOW THRU MAY 10TH

NOT TO BE COMBINED WITH ANY OTHER OFFERSMFG. SUGG. RETAIL 
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April 29
Healthcare professionals
UJA-FEDERATION OF NEW YORK’S SOUTH SHORE 
HEALTHCARE PROFESSIONALS division will honor 
Neil Berman, D.D.S. and Eric Thall, M.D. at its 
annual dinner. Eric Lippman, M.D. and Neil Smith, 
M.D. will both receive the Community Service 
Award. The dinner will be held on Thursday, April 
29, 2010 at Temple Hillel, 1000 Rosedale Road, 
North Woodmere at 6:30 p.m. Please respond to 
Irwin Gershon at 516.677.1818 if you would like to 
attend.

April 30 
and May 1
Chai Lifeline Shabbaton
BATSHEVA AND SHAUL KATZ AND YEHUDA AND 
BETH HONIG will host the second Chai Lifeline 
Friends ‘N Fun weekend for boys in Lawrence and 
Cedarhurst. Last year’s event was an incred-
ible success. Dozens of Camp Simcha and Camp 
Simcha campers and counselors got a taste 
of camp chizuk that kept them going until the 
summer. Over 300 members of the community 
shared a beautiful oneg Shabbos with the group, 
reinforcing the sense of solidarity and commu-
nity that the Five Towns has with the children of 
Chai Lifeline.

April 29, 
May 6 and 
May 12
Pre-Shavout lectures
DAVIS RENOV STAHLER YESHIVA HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR BOYS, located 700 Ibsen Ave. in Woodmere, 
will be hosting their annual Pre-Shavuot Lecture 
Series.  The fi rst presentation will be this coming 
Thursday, April 29th.  Rabbi Dovid Fohrman who 
serves as scholar in residence for the Institute 
for Text Study, a division of the Hoffberger Foun-
dation for Torah Studies, and who gives a popular 
weekly shiur at the Young Israel of Woodmere, 
will deliver a shiur on the topic of “Themes in 
Megilat Rut”.

Thursday, May 6th, Rabbi Mordechai Willig, 
Rosh Yeshiva and Rosh Kollel at Yeshiva Univer-
sity, and Rav of the Young Israel of Riverdale, 
will give a shiur on the topic of “The Mitzva of 

Chinuch”.
Wednesday, May 12th, Rabbi Eli Mansour will 

speak about “Kabalat Hatorah: The Blueprint of 
Creation”.

 All the lectures will take place at 9 p.m., and 
will be followed by Ma’ariv. Lectures are open to 
men and women.

May 2
Chanukas HaBayis
THE AGUDAH OF THE FIVE TOWNS, located at the 
corner of Cedarhurst Ave. and Peninsula Blvd. 
will celebrate the completion of its new building 
beginning at 12:00 p.m. Scheduled guests include 
Rav Dovid Feinstein, Rav Reuven Feinstein, and 
Rav Malkiel Kotler. 

Lag B’omer 
CHABAD OF THE FIVE TOWNS will celebrate Lag 

B’omer in Cedarhurst Park. Celebrations will 
include: music, bonfi re, food, archery, races and 
the sensational performance by the Acrobatic 
Chassidic Twins from France. From 5:30-8:00 p.m. 

The Great Parade
THE GREAT PARADE begins with a concert at 
10 a.m. starring Mordechai Ben David, Avra-
ham Fried and Lipa Schmeltzer at 770 Eastern 
Parkway in Broooklyn. The parade itself begins at 
11:30 and will feature fl oats and marching bands. 
A fair will take place afterwards at Kingston and 
Lefferts in Brooklyn with motor bikes, a petting 
zoo, food and rides. 

May 3
Movie nights
TEMPLE BETH-EL OF ROCKAWAY PARK, located at 
201 Beach 121st Street in Rockaway Park will be 

hosting a movie night every Monday in May at 
7:30 p.m. “In the Shadow of Jew Suss” will be 
shown on May 3. “Four Seasons Lodge” on May 
10, “Killing Kasztner” on May 17, and “Farewell 
Israel” on May 24. For more info contact Sharon 
at 516-581-0231.

May 4
Desert Class
THE JCC OF THE GREATER FIVE TOWNS KOSHER 
CULINARY INSTITUTE, at 207 Grove Ave. in Cedar-
hurst,  has scheduled a “Diary Shavuot Desserts” 
class with chef  Shoni Schwartz at 10:00 a.m.  The 
fee is $50.00.  For further information and/or to 
register please call 516-569-6733, ext. 222 or e 
mail  sheryl.wyszkowski@fi vetownsjcc.org.

May 5
Job workshop
THE ELIEZER PROJECT is presenting a seminar on 
“Leveraging Technology and the Internet for an 
Effective Job Search” at their offi ces, located at 
466 Central Ave. in Cedarhurst.  The presenter is 
Nancy Wildermuth who is an online digital media 
ad sales manager. Due to limited space, please 
contact Ellen Aronovitz at ellen@eliezerproject.
org as soon as possible to reserve a seat.
 

May 6
History with singles
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL (NCYI) 
will present a program for singles in New York 
City at 7:30 PM.  The event, “Remember the 
Past....Connect to the Future,” will take place at 
the Museum of Jewish Heritage, located at 36 
Battery Place in Manhattan. 

The program is open to Orthodox singles over 
the age of 35. The cost of the program is $45 per 
person (or $54 after May 1). Attendees will enjoy 
a private tour of the museum followed by the 
program and a reception.

 Advance paid registration is required, and 
space is limited. Register online at http://www.
youngisrael.org/secureContent/signup.cfm/63/
Singles%5FJMuseum. Alternatively, checks can 
be made payable to “Young Israel Programs” 
and mailed to the National Council of Young 
Israel at 111 John Street, Suite 450, New York, New 
York 10038.  For more information, contact NCYI 
Director of Programming Rebbetzin Judi Steinig 
at (212) 929-1525 x100 or by email at jsteinig@
youngisrael.org

Photo courtesy of Chai LIfeline

Some happy Chai Lifeline campers with their counselors. Chai Lifeline will be hold-
ing its second Friends ‘N Fun weekend for boys in Lawrence this weekend.
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BAKE SALE FOR TERROR VICTIMS

Sponsored by

www.navah.org

502 Beach 9th St., corner Hicksville Road, Far Rockaway
Wed. April 28th — Thurs. April 29th

5:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.
A joint project of girls from TAG, SKA-HALB & Shalhevet



May 6 & 13
Shalom Aleichem
THE FIVE TOWNS JCC, located at 207 Grove 
Avenue in Cedarhurst, will present Dr. Annett 
Labovitz, who will give two classes about the 
stories of Shalom Aleichem: “Tevya the Milkman” 
(May 6) and “The Railroad Stories” (May 13) at 
10 a.m. There is a $30 fee for the two classes. To 
register please call Sheryl at (516) 569-6733 x 222 
or email sheryl.wyszkowski@fi vetownsjcc.org

May 9
Singles night
POP LOUNGE, at 14 East 58th St. in Manhattan, will 
hold a Jewish Singles Night for singles between 
the ages of 21-31. The event will be hosted by 
Aaron Ellnor, “The Dating Wingman.” Cost is $35 
pre-order and $40 at the door. For more informa-
tion contact TheDatingWingman@gmail.com

May 11
OU wine & cheese
THE ORTHODOX UNION will be hosting a wine 
and cheese tasting events for Orthodox singles 
between the ages of 22-28 at 7:30 p.m. at Congre-
gation Edmund J. Safra, located at 11 East 63rd 
Street in New York. Fee is $10. Call 212 613 8300 
for registration and more information.

Making marriage work
THE CHABAD OF THE FIVE TOWNS, located at 74 
Maple Ave. in Cedarhurst, will host Rabbi Daniel 
Schonbuch, noted lecturer and author of “First 
Aid For Jewish Marriages”. Schonbuch is a 
marriage counselor who specializes in helping 
families and couples revitalize their relation-
ships. He will discuss “The Art of Communica-
tion” at 8 p.m.. For more information go to www. 
chabadfi vetowns.com or call (516) 295-2478.
 

May 16
Holocaust memorial 
concert
THE LAWRENCE PUBLIC SCHOOLS ACADEMY OF 
FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS will present a Holo-
caust Memorial concert beginning at 6:00 p.m.. 
The concert will take place at Lawrence High 
School, located at 2 Reilly Road in Cedarhurst. 
The concert is free. For more information call 
516-295-7084.  

Conversos
THE SEPHARDIC TEMPLE, at 775 Branch Boulevard 
in Cedarhurst will host Professor Francesca 
Bregoli who will speak on the topic of “Blurred 
Identities: Conversos in The Early Modern Pe-
riod.” The talk will focus on forced conversions in 
the Iberian Peninsula and the challenges posed 
by the process of reversion to Judaism in the 
Sephardi community of Amsterdam. The program 
begins at 7 p.m. and refreshments will be served. 

May 19
The Ten Commandments 
and ice cream
CHABAD OF THE FIVE TOWNS, located at 74 Maple 
Avenue in Cedarhurst, will be holding a dairy lun-
cheon and an ice cream party. Services/Shachrit 
begins at 10:00 a.m.; Ten Commandments read 
at 11:15 a.m. followed by a dairy luncheon and ice 
cream party.

May 23
Salute to Israel Parade & 
Concert in Central Park
THE FREYER FAMILY 17TH ANNUAL ISRAEL DAY 
CONCERT IN CENTRAL PARK will take place Sun-
day, May 23, 2010, the 10th of Sivan 5770, at the 
Summer Stage in Central Park at 72nd St., rain or 
shine, following the Salute to Israel parade. Ad-
mission is free. Talented performers from Israel 
and America will appear including Eitan Katz, 
Gershon Veroba, Dr. Meyer and Baruch Abittan, 
Pey Dalid, and Michael Ian Elias. The concert is 
presented in association with Young Israel Cho-
vevei Zion, with special thanks to the National 
Council of Young Israel. The concert organizer is 
Dr. Joseph Frager; Chairpersons are Dr. Paul and 
Drora Brody; co-organizers are Meyer and Esther 
Chetrit and Jacqui and Tamar Ekstein. Republican 
National Committee Chairman Michael Steele 
will be the guest speaker; Deputy Speaker of the 
Knesset Danny Dannon will also appear, as will 
David Ha’Ivri, executive director of the Shomron 
Liaison Offi ce. To help defray the huge costs, 
contributors of $500 or more will be listed on 

the widely distributed concert poster, with a 
dedication to a loved one. For more information, 
call 917-650-5623.

May 24
Blood Drive
THE BACH JEWISH CENTER, located at 210 Edwards 
Blvd. in Long Beach, will hold its fi rst annual TMD 
blood drive. Afternoon time.

May 26
Shalhevet dinner
SHALHEVET HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS will hold 
its fi rst annual dinner, honoring Judy & Scott 
Wagman and Stacy & Robbie Zeitz. The dinner 
will be held at Temple Hillel, 1000 Rosedale Road 
in North Woodmere. For information call (516) 
224-0242.  
 

Shiurim
Monday
HALACHA SHIUR followed by a Parsha shiur by 
Rabbi Yaakov Feitman beginning at 9:00 PM 
at Kehillas Bais Yehuda Tzvi, 395 Oakland Ave., 
Cedarhurst.

Tuesday
SHIUR IN MAHARAL ON THE CHUMASH by Rabbi 
Eytan Feiner from 8:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. at Con-
gregation Kneseth Israel, 728 Empire Ave., Far 
Rockaway. 
 
PARSHA SHIUR by Rabbi Mordechai Sitorsky 
at  Kehillas Bais Yehuda Tzvi, 395 Oakland Ave., 
Cedarhurst.

Thursday
VIDEO SIMULCASTS OF WEEKLY SHIURIM by Rabbi 
Eli Mansour and Rabbi Yissocher Frand at Kehillas 
Bais Yehuda Tzvi, 395 Oakland Ave., Cedarhurst. 
Rabbi Mansour at 7:45 p.m., Rabbi Frand at 9:00 
p.m. Weekly chaburat: 10:15 p.m., Taamei HaMitz-
vos: 11:00 p.m., Maariv: 11:15. Chulent served.  

Daily
MEN’S TORAH STUDY KOLLEL PROGRAM with Rabbi 
Don Well, from 10-12 every morning at Congre-
gation Bais Medrash of Cedarhurst, 504 West 
Broadway, corner Bayview Ave in Cedarhurst.

Photo courtesy of Judah Rhine

MVP Basektball hosted its 2nd annual MVP All Star Day this past Sunday. Over 
200 players were chosen by their coaches to participate in the event. MVP 
Basketball camp takes place at the end of August. For more info visit www.sen-
ecalake.com and click on the MVP link. Pictured above are the MVP 8th grade 
boys.
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The unique design of Nantucket window shadings 
gently filters outside light for superior light control 

while blocking out harmful ultraviolet rays. Featuring 
seven fabrics and an expanded 3" vane size, Nantucket 

shadings are available in a wide variety of stunning 
fabrics and colors to fit any style. To transform natural 

light in your home, choose Nantucket window shadings.

one of the many beautiful bene!ts  
of Nantucket™ window shadings.

A soft warm glow…

© 2010 Hunter Douglas. 
® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

New 3" Vane 
Size 

www.distinctivewindowfashions.com
Serving the Five Towns & Surrounding Areas Since 1988 • We do repairs

Lenny Koegel  • 516-594-6010

a div. of Richner Communications, Inc

QUALITY
PRINTING Sale

•  81/2 X 11 FLYERS
• 50# Offset • 4 Color Process 
• 2 Sided Printing
No setup charges if fi les are prepared 
in PDF format
•   Bleeds add just $6 per M.
•   60# coated 2 side stock, add 

just $15 per M.

e-mail Jackie at print@liherald.com
questions call 516-569-4000 ext 262

Send us your printing specs for prompt estimate.

10,000
COLOR FLYERS

$375ONLY



By Mayer Fertig

The annual dinner of the Lawrence-Far 
Rockaway Community Kollel on Tuesday 
evening was a dry affair — not because the 
program was boring or the cause unworthy, 
but — on account of what an attendee at the 
Lawrence Country Club described as, “two 
beefy security guards walking around polic-
ing whether anybody was serving or consum-
ing liquor.”

The men, muscular and intimidating in 
tight black shirts, were apparently in the em-
ploy of Mezza on the Green, the non-kosher 
caterer at the elegant club on Causeway in 
Lawrence. Similarly attired men were report-
edly present at a kosher event at the club on 
Sunday evening, as well. 

Mezza, which holds a liquor license, and 
the country club’s kosher caterer, Chap-a-
Nosh, which does not, are locked in a con-
tractual dispute over fees for serving wine 
and spirits at kosher events. The fi ght has 
been brewing for nearly a year. It reportedly 
led another kosher caterer, Mauzone, to walk 
away from the country club at the end of 
February without seeking to renew its con-
tract. At least one prospective kosher client 
has moved her June event to another venue 
and is demanding a refund. 

In a sense, it seems that both caterers are 
right. 

Two sources confi rmed to The Jewish Star 
that the disagreement arose in 2009 after the 
Village of Lawrence and Mezza on the Green 
agreed on set corkage fees and bartending 
services for kosher events at the country 
club — fees already spelled out in existing 
contracts with Mauzone and Chap-a-Nosh — 
but then somehow the wrong contract was 
signed. Mezza’s signed deal with the village 
is actually different than the version that was 
approved by the Lawrence Board of Trustees, 
according to the sources. 

The discrepancy became apparent last 
May when Mezza fi rst sought to collect the 
fees that its contract says it is entitled to. 
Chap-a-Nosh, understandably, prefers to pay 
only the lower fees to which it previously 
agreed. The differences between the two ver-
sions of the contract are sobering, potentially 
running into thousands of dollars per event. 

Yehuda Honig made an ‘aufruf’ at the 
country club at the end of December but 
when presented with the fee schedule for 

wine and liquor, he balked.
“’I’m not paying you $4600 so that three 

guys can take a shot of vodka,’” he said he told 
the representative of Mezza on the Green. “’If 
you want, I’ll make you a deal. I’m going to 
bring my own liquor and I’ll give you a fl at 
$1500, take it or leave it.’ In the end he took 
it. It was free money for him,” Honig said.

“It’s going to hurt the country club’s busi-
ness a lot,” predicted Chani Einhorn. 

She made an engagement party for her 
daughter at the club in March and booked 
a weekend sheva brachos for June. But she 
moved the second event to a hotel and de-
manded a refund after going through weeks 
of uncertainty and aggravation over corkage 
and bartending fees before the engagement 
party. 

“I didn’t want to deal with it again, so I 
cancelled,” Einhorn said. “People are going 
to stay away. It’s becoming an exorbitant sit-
uation. I understand that [Mezza] holds the 
liquor license and he’s entitled to it, [but] I 
wasn’t looking to spend $5,000 on liquor for 
a Shabbos sheva brachos.”

“It is an unfair tax because why shouldn’t 
we be able to serve liquor,” said Honig. “We 
have to pay for our caterer; it’s a community 
country club. And furthermore, [alcohol] 
is required for kiddush. We’re not drinkers. 
When you have a kiddush, how many people, 
maybe 15 or 20 percent, take hard drinks?”

“I’m a Lawrence resident for 20 years. I 
pay my taxes. This is the fi rst time I’m using 
the country club,” Einhorn said. “I’m entitled 
to have liquor served.”

Reached by telephone, Lawrence Trust-
ee Michael Fragin, who attended the kollel 
event, said, “I don’t know if should issue an 
apology or a statement,” but he declined to 
comment further, citing the possibility of liti-
gation against the village. 

The Jewish Star sought comment from 
Lawrence Mayor Simon Felder, and the vil-
lage administrator, David Smollett, as well as 
from representatives of Mezza on the Green 
and Chap-a-Nosh.

Mayor Felder did not respond to several 
telephone messages left on Tuesday evening 
and an email sent early Wednesday. E-mails 
to the village administrator and Mezza on 
the Green were not answered. Chap-a-Nosh 
declined to comment in anticipation of a 
long-sought meeting with village offi cials. It 
was scheduled for late this week. 

Liquor lockdown

Booze barred at 
Lawrence Country Club’s 
kosher events

Photos by Elizabeth Kirshenbaum

Alcohol is in short supply at kosher events at the Lawrence Country Club. 
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Ask for: Sheila, Sales & Leasing Consultant,  866-696-4927 x149

New Car Showroom:
866-696-4927

Pre-Owned Showroom:
888-876-6892

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 12pm-5pm   On-Site Parking

700 Sunrise Highway, Rockville Centre, NY 11570

www.LexusofRVC.comA U T H O R I Z E D 
L E X U S  D E A L E R 

a division of 

www.NYAutoGIANT.com

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

*Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.  
Pictures are for illustration  
purposes only. Offer expires June 1 , 2010.  

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

OFF LEASE TRADE SPECIAL
Due to the overwhelming success of the Executive Lexus Factory Event, we now have a tremendous selection 
of Pre-owned & Pampered, Low Mileage, Late Model Luxury Vehicles.  Factory Sponsored Finance Rates and 

Generous Trade Allowances. Over 100 Lexus Vehicles In Stock For Immediate Delivery.

’06 Lexus IS 250 
Manual, Silver, 17k mi. 
#U5244P $23,988*
’07 Lexus IS 250 
Auto, White, Nav, 49k mi.  
#U5111I $24,988*
’07 Lexus IS 250
Manual, Black, 22k mi. 
#U5268P $26,988*
’07 Lexus IS 350
Auto, Black, Nav, 39k mi. 
#U5185T $28,488*
‘07 Lexus IS 350
Auto, Silver, Nav,  
CERTIFIED, 33k mi. 
#U5112P $28,988*
’08 Lexus IS 250 
Auto, Granite,  
CERTIFIED, 21k mi. 
#U5140P $28,988*

’08 Lexus IS 250 
Auto, Black,  
CERTIFIED, 16k mi. 
#U5133P $30,988*
‘08 Lexus IS F 
Auto, Silver,  
CERTIFIED, 15k mi. 
#U4867L $43,988*
’07 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, Silver, 45k mi.  
#U5149T $23,988*
’07 Lexus ES 350
Auto, Moonshell, Nav,  
36k mi. #U5217T  
$25,988* 
’07 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, Ruby, Nav, 32k mi.  
# U5197A $26,988*
’07 Lexus ES 350
Auto, Gold, Nav,  
27k mi. #U5198A 
$27,988*

’08 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, Silver, Nav,  
CERTIFIED, 34k mi.  
#U5166I $27,388*
‘08 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, White, Roof,  
CERTIFIED, 14k mi.  
#U4865L $29,588*
‘08 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, Moonshell, Roof,  
CERTIFIED, 12k mi.  
#U4870L $29,788*
’04 Lexus RX 330 
Auto, Black Forest Pearl, 
70k mi. #U5236T 
$20,988*
’04 Lexus RX 330 
Auto, Dark Blue, 64k mi. 
#U5246T $21,388*
’08 Lexus RX 350 
Auto, White, Nav, 19k mi. 
#U5242T $35,988*

’08 Lexus RX 400h
Auto, Silver, Navigation, 
 50k mi. #U5262T 
$32,988*
’07 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, Silver, Nav, 36k mi. 
#U5199A $30,988*
’07 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, Gray, 31k mi.  
#U5193P $31,988*
’07 Lexus GS 350 
Auto,  Matador Red,  
CERTIFIED, 24k mi.  
#U5137A $33,988*
’07 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, Black, Navigation,  
16k mi. #U5277T 
$34,988*
’08 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, White, Nav, 24k mi. 
#U5235T $37,988*

‘08 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, White, Navigation,  
CERTIFIED. 29k mi.  
#U4993P $42,988*
’06 Lexus LS 430 
Auto, Black, 25k mi. 
#U5266T $31,988*
‘07 Lexus SC 430 
Convertible Auto, Smokey  
Granite, Nav, CERTIFIED,  
29k mi.  #U4873P 
$39,988*
’07 Lexus GX 470 
Auto, Silver, Nav, 32k mi. 
#U5258T $36,588*
’07 Lexus GX 470 
Auto, Blue, Nav, 31k mi.  
# U5191P $36,788*
’08 Lexus GX 470 
Auto, Silver. Navigation,  
18k mi. #U5118T $44,388*

available for up to 36 months;  2.9% up to 48 months; 3.9% up to 60 months, to qualified buyers with excellent credit (750+ fico)  on all Certified Pre-Owned vehicles with no down payment.

GET 1.9% APR ON ALL LEXUS CPO MODELS

THE ONE YOU WANT IS THE ONE ON SALE

Available on 2010 IS 250/350 Sedans, ES 350 and HS 250h, to qualified buyers with excellent credit (730+fico).

1.9%
APR  
FINANCING  
UP TO 60 MONTHS  

Tax, tags & DMV fees additional. Lease specials subject to Lexus Financial Service with very good credit (730 credit score). Lessee responsible for maintenance, repairs, 
excess wear tear, 25 cents per mile over 10k miles/year . Purchase option available. Artwork for illustration only . Offer expires April 30 , 2010.

Lease /mo. 
36 mos.

$339*
Auto, MSRP: $36,220.

$339 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee

*$3539 . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

All-new 2010 Lexus 
HS 250h

All-new 2010 Lexus 
RX 350

MSRP: $36,560 
Lease /mo.  
36 mos.

Auto, 6-Cyl, Leather, Sunroof, All Power, CD

$299 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee

*$3499 . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

All-new 2010 Lexus 
IS 250RWD

M

3
$299*MSRP: $49,995 

Lease /mo.  
36 mos.

Auto, 6 Cyl, Leather, Sunroof, Nav,  All Power, CD 

$499 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2995 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee

*$4194 . . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

All-new 2010 Lexus 
GS 350 AWD

$499*

$489*
Auto, 6 Cyl, Leather, Sunroof, All Power, CD

$489. . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment

*$3689. . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

SPECIAL PRICING!

Auto, 6-Cyl, Leather, Sunroof, All Power, CD

$399 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . .Security Deposit
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . Down Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee

*$3599 . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

All-new 2010 Lexus 
ES 350

$399*
MSRP: $36,730 
Lease /mo. 
36 mos.

MSRP: $41,307 
Lease /mo. 
36 mos.

LEXUS PAYMENT 
WAIVER PROGRAM
WE WILL WAIVE 

UP TO 6 
PAYMENTS

on your current Lexus Financial 
Services lease with maturity dates 
between July 1, 2010 & January 3, 

2011 when you Finance or Lease any 
New 2010 Lexus model thru  

Lexus Financial Services.
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By Sara Trappler Spielman
 
Occupying a corner café on a narrow, quiet street, the 

newest addition to the culinary scene in the Crown Heights 
section of Brooklyn, comes alongside a revolution in upscale 
kosher cuisine.

Previously a non-kosher Caribbean restaurant, the new 
pizza and wine bar known as Basil is the only kosher restau-
rant in the part of the neighborhood north of Eastern Park-
way. This slight departure away from the hub of kosher shops 
is telling of the clientele Basil’s owners, Danny Branover and 
Isaac Alkaslasi, hope to attract. Executive chef Moshe Wendel 
says that even non-Jewish folk in the area have been request-
ing the establishment’s signature offerings. 

But Wendel assures that they’re not ordinary slices of 
pizza. They’ll come in individually sized pies with unique 
toppings; every ingredient will be prepared from scratch, he 
says. With fl our imported from Italy, cheeses from Israel and 
Europe and a very expensive, high tech gas-run wood stone 
pizza oven  — “The Rolls Royce of pizza ovens,” in Wendel’s 
words — baking everything to perfection, it’s supposed to 
taste more like Italy.

The view from Basil’s windows, however, reminds guests 
they’re still in Brooklyn. From small, gray, marble tables and 
a matching bar counter, patrons can watch pedestrians on 
Kingston Avenue and Lincoln Place through fl oor-to-ceiling 
glass doors. 

The menu offers the traditional mozzarella and tomato 
varieties of pizza, and also some more wild selections, such 
as “Pencil Asparagus and Ricotta” made with golden beets, 
mint and jalapeno; “The Sardinian Anchovy” featuring red 
onion, preserved lemon and goat’s milk feta; and “Nutella,” a 
concoction of hazelnut, banana and chocolate spreads.

 Past the oven at the center, sauces are simmering on the 
stovetop during a recent visit. A line cook, whose job entails 
following the chef’s recipes at a specifi c station, walks in with 
a plate of sliced eggplant.

 “Sliced too thin,” Wendel says, indicating with his fi ngers 
how much thicker to cut the vegetable. 

Wendel’s been working in kitchens for 14 years, and the 
staff at Basil are carrying out his vision to create gourmet 
food. Until recently, his experience was in non-kosher din-
ing. Wendel is aiming for a casual, comfortable atmosphere 
with familiar food while also opening customers’ palates to 
unusual delicacies. “It’ll be good food, but you don’t have to 
be serious to come in,” Wendel explains. “You can still eat off 
of people’s plates.” 

He believes Crown Heights, in light of the thousands of 
international visitors who regularly pass through, deserves 
good quality restaurants offering gourmet products. 

“It’s kosher of course,” he says of his own venture, “but it 
won’t taste different. It’ll be good by all standards, a restau-
rant for everyone, because there are all types here.”

 He imagines friends sharing their orders of pizza and 
pasta over glasses of wine. In the morning, there’ll be coffee 
with fresh croissants, muffi ns, breads and cookies all baked 
on the premises by the pastry chef, Ehud Ezra.

 Opening at the crack of dawn, Basil will function as a 
coffee shop until 11:00 am. Then until 10:00 p.m., there will 
be a full menu of Italian-style personalized pizzas, paninis, 
pastas, fi sh and salads, as well as elegant desserts. The place 
will remain open until 2:00 a.m. every night serving a lighter 

menu with snacks and drinks.
 Wendel takes out his handmade basil ice cream from the

freezer, which will be paired with the funnel cake on the des-
sert menu. He says that he takes pride in personally crafting
his artisanal offerings, such as the odd-sounding combination
of herb and ice cream. “I’m a craftsman,” Wendel stresses.
“What I do is not an art. It’s a craft.”

 Wendel believes the art of cooking is best-learned hands
on. After culinary school, he traveled to France, where he
“learned about real food.” He scoured outdoor markets for
fresh fi sh, produce and cheese, and toiled in beautifully-ap-
portioned kitchens. When he returned home, he was moti-
vated “to do the real thing.” At the time, he thought that
encompassed only the food, but soon, he discovered more.

When he met his wife a few years ago, says Wendel, they
both “wanted to become more Jewish.” They were familiar
with basic traditions and lit candles every Friday night at
Jangle, a restaurant Wendel was working at in Pennsylvania.

 He reached a turning point one day when he woke up
and could no longer taste anything. The life-altering experi-
ence  — a nightmare for a chef — turned out to be related to
an allergy to his cat, but it made him question his spiritual
reality. Maybe there was more to life than food and taste, he
reasoned. “I became more G-d conscious,” says Wendel.

 He decided to give religious Judaism a try, and went to 
a Chabad center in Philadelphia for the High Holidays. Two 
years ago, he and his wife began to keep Shabbat and moved 
to Hillside, N.J.

 Before Basil, Wendel served as executive chef at Mosaica, 
a Mediterranean-inspired kosher restaurant offering French
and Moroccan cuisine in Vauxhall, N.J.  

Visitors and local residents often travel to Manhattan to 
dine out, a fact that Wendel and his bosses hope to change.
Crown Heights, with its abundance of stores, children’s mu-
seum, and synagogues, draws people in for spiritual and cul-
tural reasons. They want to add to its culinary draw, as well.

 “Why not,” asks Wendel, “have something right here?” 

Review

Basil: New Yorkers introduced to gourmet kosher pizza
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More than 1 in 5 New York children aren’t getting enough food. 
And in this economy, the number of hungry kids just keeps growing.

You can help fund food pantries, soup kitchens, and other programs 
for New Yorkers of all backgrounds and for Jews around the world. She 
needs our help. Now we’re asking for yours. Make sure there’s food on 
her plate tomorrow by making a gift to UJA-Federation today.

Donate online at www.ujafedny.org/response. 
Call 1.212.836.1666 or mail a check using the attached coupon.

How do you tell her she’s going to bed hungry?

www.ujafedny.org/response
1.212.836.1666

I want to help by giving a gift of: 
 $36  $54  $180  $250  Other: _______________________________

My check, payable to UJA-Federation of New York, is enclosed. (Please don’t send cash.)

Or use your  MasterCard  Visa   American Express   Discover

Credit Card Number      Expiration Date

Print Name (as it appears on your credit card)   Signature (Required) 

E-mail 

Thank you! 
Clip and mail to P.O. Box 4227, New York, NY 10261-4227. 60174

36
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Free free to disagree, but respectfully, please!
A s a proud American citizen who cares deeply about the 

fate and destiny of Israel, the growing tension between 
the USA and Israel under the current administration in 

Washington, D.C. is of great concern. I can recall no time in 
my memory when a sitting U.S. president (including President 
Carter while in offi ce), the executive offi ce (including George 

H.W. Bush’s executive offi ce), and cabi-
net have appeared to be so intensely and 
increasingly hostile toward Israel and 
one-sided and understanding towards 
terror-sponsoring states (e.g. Syria) and 
“respectable” terrorist partners (e.g. the 
Palestinian Authority).

I have seen much material in the pro-
Israel press and in pro-Israel cyberspace, 
that has taken up the case for Israel in-
telligently and eloquently. And this must 
continue in all legitimate arenas.

At the same time I have seen material 
and initiatives that are not acceptable 
and could be harmful to Israel. There 
have been vicious ad hominem attacks 
on the President and his men. Some, 
unfortunately, have been racial. And 
they come from members (mostly fringe 
elements but not exclusively fringe ele-
ments) of the pro-Israel Jewish com-

munity. Remember, if we care about Israel and want to help 
Israel, we must speak and act in a manner that is effective. A 
few points are in order:

1. We must always show respect to the offi ce of the Presi-
dent of the United States.

2. We must be respectful towards cabinet members and 
advisers of the President.

3. We must always speak with measured words, in a re-
spectful tone.

4. We should be forceful and tireless in our advocacy for 
Israel.

5. We are allowed to criticize the policies of the President, 
the executive branch, and those members of Congress who 
are unfair to Israel.

6. We should nurture and solicit help from our friends in 
Congress.

7. We should express support for the prime minister and 
government of Israel.

8. We should encourage the prime minister to be fearless 
in pursuing his mandate on behalf of the citizens of Israel. He 
should not make concessions on matters of security (such as 
removing road blocks/checkpoints) which might compromise 
the safety of Israeli citizens.

9. He should continue to allow communities to build ac-
cording to the needs of normal growth within Jewish com-
munities which are located on legally acquired land including 
in Judea and Samaria.

10. Jerusalem is the united capitol of Israel and must be 
developed legally without any quotas imposed by foreign gov-
ernments. Only under Israeli control have all religions been 
allowed to worship freely at their holy sites in Jerusalem.

11. Under no circumstance should our words or deeds be 
disrespectful, insulting or racially abusive. Our public actions/
demonstrations should be pro-Israel, not anti-Obama.

Respectfully Yours,
Rabbi Hershel Billet

Rabbi Billet, rabbi of the Young Israel of Woodmere, sent 
this message to the members of his congregation. 

IN MY VIEW

Rabbi Herschel 
Billet

Opinion

Photos by Christina Daly

Supporting Hatzalah
Hundreds gathered at Chevrah Hatzalah of the
Rockaways and Nassau County’s annual Sushi and
Grill reception held at the Sands on April 25. Hat-
zalah celebrated 29 years of saving lives.
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All questions are real. Identifying details 
have been changed to preserve anonymity.

Dear Aviva,
I wish I had a crystal ball.  I’ve been dat-

ing a guy for three months. He is a really 
wonderful person and everybody wants us 
to get engaged already. I see that he is not 
like any other guys that I’ve dated: He has 
such great middos and, based on how he 
treats me, his parents and the rest of his 
family, he would make an amazing hus-
band and father.

The issue that I have is that I am not 
attracted to him at all.  I really wish that 
I were, but after unsuccessfully trying to 
fi nd him even slightly appealing, I see that 
there is nothing there for me, physically.

I don’t want to break up with him be-
cause I am getting older and I am scared 
that I will miss my opportunity.  I know 
what else is out there, and I have found that 
the good guys are few and far between.  But 
I also know what it’s like to be attracted to 
someone, and I can tell you that I am most 
certainly not attracted to this one.

We do have fun together, but I see that 
I am not excited when he calls or texts. He 
is ready to propose whenever I give him 
the go-ahead and he has no clue that I feel 
this way. Is physical attraction really that 
important, or am I just being shallow? I’m 
sure I could have a nice life with him any-
way.

-Tepid

Dear Tepid,
Let me put it to you this way: If a mar-

ried friend told you that physicality is not 
an important component in her marriage, 
either mistrust her or pity her.

You are not being shallow in wanting 
your spouse to be what a spouse is sup-
posed to be: attractive to you.

You have a very good contender in your 
ring. I wouldn’t want to see you throw him 
away so easily. Let’s see if we can try to 
muster up even a fraction of fervor from 
your end.

Here’s your game plan.

Step 1:  Be direct.
You mentioned that he “has no clue” 

that you are unenthusiastic. That scares 
me. Have you led him on? Do you give your 
brightest smile even when you feel like roll-
ing your eyes?

It is vital that you talk to him and clue 
him in. He has to know that you are merely 
shuffl ing behind his sprints. The only per-
son who can tell him this is you. I know 
that it is easier to just sit back and let life 
happen, rather than addressing things di-
rectly, as they come up. This is a skill that 
you must work on in all areas of your life 
- at work, at home, with friends and even 
with hair salon staff.

Find words that you are comfortable 
with and educate him about the issue. Be 
polite, but honest. You don’t have to talk 
about his mediocre looks; in fact, it is prob-
ably best if you leave that part out. Be clear 
in conveying that there is something im-
peding on the relationship. Expect him to 
be thrown, so go easy, without avoiding the 
matter.

Step 2:  Self-Assess
Let’s fi gure out if this issue is coming 

from you, or if you were infl uenced by an 
outside source. Has anyone made any de-
rogatory comments to you about his looks? 
If so, try to think of how you viewed him 
on your fi rst date. Also, try to separate your 
opinion from others’ by being confi dent in 
even your minor decisions.

Now let’s determine how unattractive he 
is to you. Does he have a feature or two 
that you can appreciate (Case A)?  Maybe 
you fi nd him neutral - nothing attractive, 
nothing unattractive (Case B). Or, perhaps 
he is repulsive to you (Case C).

Step 3:  Be Proactive
Case A is pretty simple. All you have to 

do is see which features you like, and then 
focus solely on them. Try to blur out the 
rest of him and look at the attribute you 
like. But do yourself a favor and remember 
to blink while you are on your focused mis-
sion, otherwise he will wonder why you are 
trying to burrow a hole through his chin 

with your laser-vision.

Case B is all about context. Tell him to 
wear that shirt you like, and if you don’t
like any of his shirts, buy him one that you
do like. Make sure that you date in places
that make you feel nice. (This depends on 
you — it could be an upscale restaurant, 
a hike, or a toy store.) This is a good time 
to exercise your directness: “Do you mind 
wearing your dark grey polo?” or “I heard
about a new restaurant/trail/store that I 
would like to check out. Can we go Thurs-
day?”

In Case C, if he is too yucky, blechy and 
ewwy (those are the technical terms), it will 
be very, very, very diffi cult to rally together
enthusiasm. I recommend taking a break
and seeing if you miss him. (Defi nition of a 
break: a set period of time in which neither
party has any contact with the other. Defi -
nition of contact: texting, emailing, chat-
ting, Facebook-poking and even the elu-
sive conversation in the fl esh.) If you don’t
think about him over the break, and/or are
not excited to see him when you reunite, 
chalk it up to a lost cause and move on to 
the next guy.

Aviva Rizel has received her Master’s in
marriage and family therapy from Hofstra 

University and sees couples, families and
individuals. Email questions to 

avivarizel.mft@gmail.com.

Ask Aviva

Nice guy but something’s missing
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Our incoming high schoo
l class 

is full at this time, but we still

ha ve openings f
or our Class of 2026!Our incoming high schoo

l class 

is full at this time, but we still

ha ve openings f
or our Class of 2026!

Early Childhood Center 

Flexibility
LONGER HOURS

Toddlers (2-Year Program)

9 AM – 1 PMNursery9 AM – 3 PM (M – Th.); 9 AM – 1 PM Fri.

EXTENDED DAYS
Toddlers (2-Year Program)

9 AM – 3 PM (M – Th.)
EARLY DROP-OFF AVAILABLE

CHUGIM/AFTER SCHOOL ACTIVITIES

 

For more information, call Cyndy Goldberg, HAFTR Early Childhood Director, 
516-569-3659 •  cygoldberg@haftr.org •  www.haftr.org 

... A warm and nurturing environment
where learning is fun!

For m

NEW
Mommy

& Me
PROGRAM

New
Lower RatesStarting at $4,150 for Toddlers (3-days) Starting at $6,900 for 3-Year and 4-Year NurseryCompare our rates to other programs in the neighborhood!
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I needed an egg. It was 47 minutes before 
Shabbos and the kugel batter was ready to go 
in the oven... if only it had an egg. 

Stepping out the front door, I had to think 
fast. Head next door to the B’s? I had recently 
borrowed a candle...or fi ve, just moments be-
fore it was time to light. Wouldn’t want them 
to think last minute pre-Shabbos preparation 
was typical over here.  

Down the block to 
the E’s or the R’s? Prob-
ably not enough time, 
with the houses in be-
tween and the pleas-
antries that would be 
required. 

Across the street to 
the J’s? They had new-
born twins, a one-year-
old and a three-year-
old. But it was only 
an egg, so I crossed 
the street barefoot and 
knocked on the door.  

Cue the harps. 
The house was eat-off-the-fl oor immacu-

late with nary a teething toy in sight. Chil-
dren with newly washed hair smiled at me 
from the sofa, just behind the bouquet of red 
roses sitting on the sill. The aroma of warm, 
freshly baked  challah wafted through the 
living room, greeting me at the front door. 

And of course, they were more than happy 
to oblige. I rushed back into my house, egg in 
hand, cracked, mixed, poured and cranked 
up the oven. 

But that was last year...
...and I’d be lying if I said the neighbor’s 

serene scene inspired anything but awe.
Here, we still specialize in Frantic Fridays. 

I sometimes feel like I greet the Shabbat Kal-
lah like a fl ustered lover, smoothing my 
hair and clothing after dealing dinner 
plates like playing cards and joining 
my husband in a well-rehearsed 
kitchen dance involving mini hot-
dogs, hotplates and fridge-light 
tapings.   

Our weeks are packed with 
carpools, homework, groceries, 
cooking, laundry, little league 
and employment. Husband and I 
both squeeze in more work hours 
than I care to recount here. I say 
the work gets squeezed in, but 
those who juggle professional 
careers with family and reli-
gion know that everything gets 
squeezed. It is our exhausting 
reality, cherished if not always 
graceful.

Which brings me to last 
week. 

I pride myself on being an 
organized, master multi-tasker, so 
when Father-in-Law stopped by on 
Friday afternoon, we chatted and I smugly 
baked a chicken, washed sweet potatoes, 
prepped a cholent, answered emails, mixed 
cookie batter and put portabella mushrooms 
in the broiler.  When Husband came home, 
he took over the proceedings (which includ-

ed plugging in the cholent pot I had left dis-
connected) and I raced into the home offi ce 
to put out a client fi re.

Until the smell of smoke brought me back 
to the kitchen. 

Black clouds rippled from the 
stovetop and fl ames burst from in-

side when we opened the oven door. 
We led the kids out the back door 

and called the fi re department. 
Shoeless on the front lawn, the 
children worried about favorite 
toys and I wondering if we’d have 

food for Shabbos...
“Which reminds me,” I said to my 

husband as I took mental inventory 
of the various items in the oven, “I 
put some mushrooms in the broiler; 
they are probably ready by now.”

Moments later, when the fi re-
man held charred tinfoil in his right 
glove and radioed the verdict to the 
dispatcher, “Portabellas in the broil-
er,” I felt like Gracie Allen. And, 
with the entire squad fewer than 10 
feet away, I checked the time, pro-
ceeded to (casually as I could) pull 
fi ve candles from a drawer, strike a 
match and light them one by one in 

candlesticks on the console. Three arm 
waves and a prayer later (two prayers actual-
ly, both the bracha and a request that I not be 
written up as a pyromaniac) and it was Shab-
bos. The nearly dozen fi remen took their in-
dustrial fans, rolled their fi reman eyes, swal-
lowed their fi reman smirks and departed.  

The kids reveled in reliving the excite-
ment and mocking my mushrooms during
dinner. I noted that somehow most of the
food was perfect - even enhanced slightly by 
the hint of smoke, when I realized that I had
not given my daughter her bath.

“I know,” said Husband. “You left the wa-
ter running.”

No recollection on my part. 
“Upstairs? The bath?” he prodded. “When

I went up to open windows and let out the
smoke, I couldn’t help but notice the bath-
room was fl ooded.”  

Oh yes. The bath. 
He applauded my trifecta (the cholent

pot, the fi re, the fl ood) and, G-d bless him,
laughed with me. The kids joined in because 
kids love to see their parents laugh even if 
they don’t know exactly what is funny. And
like every other week, the chaos melted into 
a cocoon. 

Maybe I do need to multitask less. Maybe
there is an easier way to manage it all. 

Perhaps, if I am honest, there is a part of
me that savors the sharp contrast, the wonder
of going from total Tohu Va’vohu to a little bit
of Gan Eden on earth each Friday night.  

Or maybe, I just need more sleep. 
“Good Night, Gracie,” I thought to myself

as I got into bed. “Good night, Gracie, and
good Shabbos too.”

Ilya Welfeld, stops to cherish the chaos,
writing about balancing work, life and

religion for The Jewish Star. Email her at
ilyawelfeld@gmail.com.

Frantic Fridays

In which the fl ood could have put out the fi re

Ilya Welfeld
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Terrace on the Park
52-11 111th Street • Flushing Meadow Park • Corona, NY

          Sumptuous Buffet Dinner 6:00 - 7:30 PM • Couvert: $300 per person

To make your reservations or place a journal ad,
          please call 212-216-9270 or email: ateret@juno.com

Gala Celebration of Yom Yerushalayim
Celebrating the 31st Anniversary of
Jerusalem Reclamation Project /
American Friends of Ateret Cohanim

Thursday Evening, May 13th, 2010 • 29th Iyyar 5770

G U E S T S  O F  H O N O R

    Dr. Joseph Frager & Mel Wadler

B O N E I  Y E R U S H A L A Y I M  H O N O R E E S

    Mark & Galina Moerdler
         In memory of Abraham Ainbinder A”H

    Mr. Moe Tawil

J E R U S A L E M  C H A I  A W A R D E E S

    Joseph & Helen Mermelstein

K E Y N O T E  S P E A K E R

    The Honorable John Bolton
          former Ambassador to the United Nations

It’s Up To You! Stand Up For Jerusalem...
Now More Than Ever!

Jerusalem Reclamation Project /
   Ateret Cohanim

    31 Years Reclaiming and Rebuilding
        31 Years Keeping Jerusalem

    United With Jewish Life

JRP 5TJT Dinner Ad.indd   1 4/14/10   4:47 PM
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Long Island children are hungry 
and the need is critical.

Even a small gift can 
make a large difference 

to a hungry family.
Now, more than ever, your fellow Long Islanders 
are in need of help from their neighbors. Lost 
jobs, closed businesses, down-sizing, foreclo-
sures... all have led to more people, adults and 
children, with empty plates on their tables. 

Your donation, even as little 
as $10, can feed a 

hungry child for a week. 
While 97 cents out of every dollar contributed 
to Island Harvest goes directly to Long Island’s 
hungry, more contributions are needed to keep 
up with the demand.

Pledge your support by visiting: 
www.islandharvest.org/donate. 
Mail your gift to: Island Harvest, 
199 Second Street, Mineola, NY 11501. 
Call: (516) 294-8528 to make a donation. 

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS 

3 Easy Ways To Help
1

2

3

37
03
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Production facilitie
s available

Very competitive rates

For more information call 

212.769.1925
 1-866-MY TV SHOWTALKLINE

COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK email:info@talklinecommunications.com

TALKLINE COMMUNICATIONS is an agency
specializing in matching broadcasters
with radio and TV stations leasing time
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The Western world, with the United States 
at the helm, is working hard to cajole the oth-
er countries of the world to join them in their 
battle to halt Iran’s nuclear development. 

The United States is organizing, urging 
and entreating their partners and allies, 
those countries who believe as the United 

States believes that a 
nuclear Iran is a threat 
to the entire world, to 
reach out to their own 
friends and allies. The 
mission is to keep the 
world safe. The plan 
is to put forth a fourth 
round of sanctions 
against Iran.

Iran has other 
plans. 

As the United States 
and other Western 
countries sweat it out, 
working hard to orga-
nize the powers that be 
at the United Nations 
and within the Security 

Council, Iran bobs and weaves and maneu-
vers with apparent ease lining up supporters 
for their own cause.

Over the past four months Iran has en-
gaged in secret negotiations with Zimbabwe. 
An agreement between the two countries 
was signed just a few days ago and has been 

made public. According to the agreement 
Iran now has mining rights to Zimbabwean 
uranium ore.

The best guesstimate is that Zimbabwe’s 
uranium ore deposits are huge, but no one 
knows for sure. Iran will begin mining and in 
exchange, Zimbabwe will receive much need-
ed oil. It is a win-win situation for both coun-
tries.  Zimbabwe is strapped for oil and fuel. 
They have great untapped uranium, but no 
money with which to mine their lodes. Iran’s 
uranium stock piles, old and imported from 
South Africa in the 1970’s, are almost totally 
depleted. Iran and Zimbabwe each get what 

they want, they each get what they need.
Would the Western world have ever per-

suaded Zimbabwe to join their fi ght?  Never. 
Zimbabwe continues to be ruled by Robert 
Mugabe, the iron fi sted thug, the mass mur-
derer, the man who is persona non grata 
across the Western world. 

Mugabe could not care less about the 
United Nations, the Security Council, inter-
national condemnation, sanctions or his rep-
utation. Mugabe does what he thinks is best 
for Robert Mugabe. And right now Mugabe 
needs fuel and has uranium. Iran is the per-
fect partner. 

Few people saw this alliance coming. Only 
a handful are paying attention now. That’s a 
mistake.

That is what makes Iran such a formidable 
foe. Iranians know how senseless sanctions 
against them are, they know sanctions are 
extremely diffi cult to impose and how even 
more diffi cult they are promote. They under-
stand, too, that there is the calculated risk 
that goods may be confi scated as they make 
their way to Iran but that is a price they are 
all too willing to pay.

Zimbabwe does not stand alone. There 
are many countries out there that can eas-
ily be persuaded to join with Iran, some out 
of economic need, some out of fear of Iran, 
some because like Iran, they despise the 
United States and the West. To ignore those 
countries is a mistake. 

Every country has a diplomatic Achilles 
heel. The West must make every effort to 
sway as many non-allied, non-friendly coun-
tries as they can. The West needs to invest 
energy in those non allied countries and 
forge relationships and gain information. In-
formation is power. 

And by the way Iran is a very powerful 
enemy. 

Micah D. Halpern is a columnist and a so-
cial and political commentator. Read his latest 
book THUGS. He maintains The Micah Report 
at www.micahhalpern.com.

Why Israel needs to worry about ... Zimbabwe?

Opinion

I’M THINKING

Micah D. Halpern
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“This spring, I took 
the time to stop and 
smell the savings.”

25% off installation? Now that’s a breath of fresh air. It’s no secret that Pella brings you 
high-quality windows and doors. But even the highest-performing window is only as good 
as its installation. That’s why your windows will be installed by Pella professionals 
— who are respectful of your time, answer all your questions and even 
haul your old windows away. Call us today — and save big on Pella 
window and door installation!

Call us to set up your free in-home consultation today!    

866-854-4986  pellareplacement.com/HRLDCN

   Pella can help you 
   qualify for up to a

tax 
credit.3

NO INTEREST UNTIL
2

1Valid for replacement projects only and must be installed by Pella professionals. Not valid with any other offer or promotion. Prior sales excluded. Other restrictions may apply. See store for details. Offer ends 05/22/10. 2The Pella Windows and Doors Visa® Card issued by Wells Fargo Financial National Bank is a dual-line credit card. Special terms apply to purchases 
charged with approved credit to the Pella Windows and Doors line of credit until January 1, 2012. The minimum monthly payment will be the amount that will pay for the purchase in full in equal payments during the promotional period. There will be no interest charged during the promotional period. If you make a late payment during the promotional period or if a 
balance remains after the promotional period, the regular APR will apply to the remaining balance. For newly opened accounts, the regular APR is 25.99%. The APR may vary. The APR is given as of 2/1/2010. If you are charged interest in any billing cycle, the minimum interest charge will be $1.00. If you use the card for cash advances, the cash advance fee is 4% of the 
amount of the cash advance, but not less than $10.00. Offer expires 05/22/2010. 3Consult with your local Pella professional to determine which products are eligible. Consult with a qualified tax advisor to confirm eligibility. Visit pella.com/taxcredit for more information.  Licenses: City of New York, 1210685; Putnam County, 12093; 
Westchester County, WC-16983-H05; Suffolk County,  26275-H; State of CT, 606748. © 2010 Pella Corporation  PL090-24-91957-5

25% OFF
Installation1

Pella Window and Door Showrooms
Monroe, CT    |    Norwalk, CT     |    Hicksville, NY     |    Ronkonkoma, NY     |    White Plains, NY
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One of the most effective tools of cross-
examination is to confront the witness 
with his or her testimony from a pri-

or proceeding or act of life. For instance, I 
once cross examined a witness in a divorce 
case with testimony from a deposition she 
had given two years prior, relative to a mo-
tor vehicle accident that she was involved in 
for which he was claiming compensation for 
serious injuries.

At the divorce trial she was attempting to 
establish that her husband was the driving 
force behind their business and that he was 
the key to all the money made over the years. 

Her objective was to 
convince the court that 
now that they were be-
coming divorced  she 
needed to be supported 
by her soon-to-be ex-
husband because she 
possessed no business 
acumen herself. How-
ever, two years earlier 
a deposition given in 
connection to her mo-
tor vehicle accident 
she claimed just the 
opposite. She testifi ed 
that she was the power 
behind the family busi-
ness and that due to 
her injuries she was 
unable to work on a 
daily basis for months 

which served to cause the business to fold.
In another matrimonial case I confronted 

a man who claimed that he did not have the 
money to pay child support and spousal sup-
port with the fact that he made a contribu-
tion that year to the ASPCA. My point was 
well-received that he somehow had money 
to better the life of a dog but did not have 
enough money to see to it that his ex-wife 
and children have food to eat.

Deeds matter and words matter. Some-
times they come back to haunt you and 
sometimes they serve to help you. Here’s a 
story I heard about a week ago from the sub-
ject of the story herself as she lives modestly 
in our very own neighborhood.

The woman  hailed from a very note-
worthy family where each of the women in 
the family married into other noteworthy 
families. The mother married royalty as did 
her two daughters and granddaughter. The 
matriarch of the family lived in Israel with 
her husband and their eldest daughter. The 
younger daughter lived in the United States 
with her daughter, the granddaughter of the 
matriarch.

One summer afternoon at a family pic-
nic the granddaughter misplaced her dia-
mond engagement ring. She was a woman 
of simple tastes and never dreamed of hav-
ing it replaced. She concealed the loss for as 
long as possible from her husband as she did 
not want her husband to feel the pressure of 
having to replace it.

Husbands can sometimes be fooled but 
mothers can’t, at least not as easily. One 
day the mother confronted her daughter 
and told her that she no longer believed her 
story that the ring was being polished and 
would soon “reoccupy her fi nger.” 

“I know you misplaced it,” said her moth-
er “I’m giving you mine... Tsu pas nisht. It is 
not proper that a woman as important and 
respected as you, married to such an impor-
tant fi gure in our community should walk 

around without a ring on her fi nger. My hus-
band, your father, passed away many years 
ago. I am no longer a married woman and 
I don’t need a diamond on my hand. You, 
however, deserve to walk the streets with 
the pride associated with being married and 
with the glory you deserve.” Reluctantly, her 
daughter took the ring and wore it on her 
fi nger for years. The secret between mother 
and daughter remained intact.

Meanwhile, across the great ocean, the 
matriarch of the family had taken ill 
and was being cared for on a daily ba-

sis by her elder daughter who lived just a 
short few blocks from her. “You have been 
such a great daughter, taking care of all my 
daily needs. When G-d decides that my time 
on this earth is over I am leaving to you my 
diamond engagement ring,” the great matri-
arch said. 

That was the one and only discussion 
that took place regarding the ring  and the 
subject was never resurrected until recently, 
when the matriarch of the family passed 
away.

After shiva concluded, the two daugh-
ters were cleaning out their mother’s bed-
room drawers when they came upon their 
mother’s engagement ring. The daughter 
who lived in America, the one without a 
husband, the one who had given her dia-
mond ring to her daughter told her sister: 
“While I was thousands of miles away in the 
United States you cared for our mother’s ev-
ery need. I know she wanted you to have her 
diamond engagement ring and so here it is. 
We must carry out our mothers expressed 
wish.” 

Using the same Yiddish phrase she used 
years before in addressing her daughter in 
America, she now addressed her older sister 
and said  “Tsu pas nisht. It would be improp-
er if we did not carry out our mother’s wish. 
So here please take the ring and wear it in 
good health.”

“I would in a heartbeat” said the elder 
sister, “but I am married and already have 
a diamond adorning my hand. You, on the 
other hand, though having lost  your hus-
band years ago, seem to have also lost the 
diamond ring he gave you upon your en-
gagement.” Echoing her younger sister’s 
words it was her turn to say,  “Tsu pas nisht. 
It would be improper for me to own two dia-
monds when you possess none.” And with 
that she gave their mother’s diamond ring to 
her younger sister.

“You see I knew your sparkling little se-
cret,” the elder sister continued. “I knew that 
you said ‘Tsu pas nisht’ to your daughter, my 
niece, years ago when you gave your ring 
to her, sacrifi cing your honor for hers. Now 
it’s my turn to happily throw those words 
back in your face. Because it is so fi tting that 
all of us, those with husbands and without, 
carry the majestic symbol of the love we 
shared with our respective and respected 
husbands.”

This is not just a “story “ I heard. I happen 
to have met every one of the women con-
nected to this true story and know that the 
sparkle and radiance on their fi ngers are a 
refl ection of their mothers and grandmoth-
er’s soul. 

David Seidemann is a partner with  the law 
fi rm of Seidemann & Mermelstein.  He can be 
reached at (718) 692-1013  and at ds@lawof-
fi cesm.com

Two rings to unite them all

Opinion

FROM THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 

BENCH

David Seidemann
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185 W. Sunrise Hwy
Freeport, NY

877-443-3829
southshoreporsche.com

CAYENNE CLEARANCE!

Tax & MV fees add’l.   DMV Fac #7082126.

WE HAVE YOUR CAYENNE
2010 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4-Dr Tiptronic White/Black, Auto, 0 miles. $59,740 SPECIAL $58,000

2009 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4dr Crystal Silver Metallic, Auto, 8k miles. $67,900 SPECIAL $59,000

2009 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4-Dr S Black/Black, Auto, 10k Miles. $69,900 SPECIAL $59,000

2009 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4-Dr GTS 6 Speed Nordic Gold Metallic, 250 miles. $91,950 SPECIAL $81,900

2008 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4-Dr Tiptronic Meteor Grey Metallic, Auto, 38k miles. $44,900 SPECIAL $43,900

2006 Porsche Cayenne 4-Dr Titanium Edit. Tiptronic Black/Black, Auto, 31k miles. $43,900 SPECIAL $44,900

2005 Porsche Cayenne 4-Dr Turbo Tiptronic Black/Black, Auto, 63k miles. $42,900 SPECIAL $41,900

ALL PORSCHE APPROVED PRE-OWNED CAYENNES

V6 ENGINE • V8 ENGINE • TWIN TURBO

$32,999 TO
$67,900
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Opinion
Editorial

Secret to success is just showing up
Not all of the people who live in the Law-

rence school district are necessarily 
in strict agreement with one another 

about how stupendously lucky they are to 
live there under the current school board. 
Suffi ce to say that differences of opinion 
exist. However, if one were to look at that 
question strictly from the perspective of a 
taxpayer, the residents of District 15 are 
fortunate, indeed.

That’s because tax levy 
increases in District 15 have 
been close to zero for the last 
four years. This in a district 
that subsisted on  auster-
ity budgets for several years 
previous, after fed-up vot-
ers nixed successive school 
spending plans. 

Compare this to the 
Hewlett-Woodmere dis-
trict next door. In District 
14 school taxes have nearly 
doubled in recent years and 
the upward trajectory shows 
no sign of slowing. 

Eleven months ago two 
homes located across the 
street from one another in Nassau County 
were assessed at $654,000 each. One home 
sits in District 14, the other in District 
15. Last year’s tax bill on the former was 
$12,338 — that’s the Hewlett-Woodmere 
district — while the tax bill on the latter, in 
the Lawrence district, was just $5687.

Property taxes are not the whole story of 
a district’s performance, of course. No mat-
ter how great the concern over dollars and 
cents, it is still more important to be certain 
that students are being given every advan-
tage. That will always be the case. Luckily, 
there is every indication that the quality of 
education in District 15 remains very high 
indeed. 

Therefore, we remind voters in District 
15 who are concerned with their property 
tax bills to circle May 11 on their kitchen 
calendars, to mark it in their day planners 

and highlight it in their electronic sched-
ules. 

May 11 is the date of the school board 
election in the Lawrence School District 
— a week earlier than districts elsewhere, 
on account of a confl ict with Erev Shavuot 
— and voting is vital. 

With that in mind, we’ll take this oppor-
tunity to make another point. 

Woody Allen once said, “80 percent of 
success is just showing up.”

Being a member of the 
school board in District 15 
has not been easy in recent 
years. At risk of being ac-
cused of moral equivalency, 
which we do not intend or 
condone, it is fair to say that 
offi cials on both sides of the 
aisle (the aisle in this case 
runs between public school 
and private school parents) 
have been criticized, vilifi ed, 
threatened and downright 
hated. If there’s any ego in-
volved in such work it would 
have to be related to a per-
culiar form of masochism. 

Therefore, we respectfully suggest that a 
way to demonstrate gratitude to elected of-
fi cials and would-be elected offi cials alike, 
would be to show up when the opportunity 
presents itself. 

School board meetings would come un-
der this heading. And this week, an observer 
at the Meet the Candidate Night noted that 
there were virtually no identifably Ortho-
dox men (read: yarmulkas) in the crowd. 
It’s not easy to get out on a work night, but 
we all do so anyway for all sorts of reasons. 
Even if you already have every intention of 
voting, and already know exactly for whom 
you intend to vote, showing up to an event 
like that to lend moral support to people 
working on all of our behalf — to applaud 
or even smile, where appropriate, would be 
a nice thing to do. 

We’re just saying.  

Letters to the editor
Remembering the 
Holocaust

To the Editor, 
Thank you for your headline cov-

erage of Yom Hashoah and especially 
the Five Towns community-wide pro-
gram (The memory of memory - Ho-
locaust commemoration draws hun-
dreds in Lawrence; April 16, 2010). 
Your articles about the commemo-
ration let those who didn’t attend, 
and the outside world, especially the 
deniers, know that the Holocaust did 
happen and we have proof.

Even though it is sad that the fi rst 
generation of survivors is dwindling, 
we are well represented by the sec-
ond generation - by Ben Brafman 
who let the audience know, and the 
deniers too, that more than six mil-
lion human beings perished.

Bruce Weinberg
Brooklyn 

G-d helps those who 
help themselves

To the Editor:
Israel has a new worry. A danger 

in addition to the constant threats 
presented to Israel by Iran, Hezbol-
lah, Hamas, Syria and all the other 
hostile nations in her neighborhood, 
and in addition to the pressure and 
the censure of the UN. This trouble 
is coming from my country, and my 
president.

News reports are indicating that a 
switch of foreign policy is under way. 
President Barack Obama is reaching 
out to the Arab nations to draw them 
in as allies and he has shown Netan-
yahu his disfavor.  

When I view Mayor Koch’s ac-
curate and unexaggerated message 
about our president’s foreign policy 
shift and the shameful, meek re-
action of Congress, I am worried. 
When Elie Wiesel and Ronald Lauder 

take out full pages in the NY Times
and Wall Street Journal, I am wor-
ried. However, when, according to 
my very inaccurate assessment, the
average age of the paltry showing at
the rally in front of the Israeli con-
sulate looks to be around 40-plus, I
am very worried. Where was all of
our youth? Where were the college
and high school kids? Where were 
the young couples with carriages?
Why did I not meet my friends and
acquaintances? 

It is clear that President Obama
has shamed our prime minister. He is
pushing hard for Israel to stop build-
ing in Jerusalem, and he is reach-
ing out warmly to the Arab leaders.
Against Iran no meaningful action
has been taken.  

I wonder: have we, as Jews grown
complacent? We have never had it so
good. We cannot imagine that Eretz 
Yisrael is in for a tough time from the
bastion of democracy and opportuni-
ty, our USA. 

I am much too frightened to as-
sume and rely solely on back chan-
nels to affect a policy change. I 
believe that we must speak out force-
fully and hope that those who have
access to the corridors of power are
doing their jobs. 

Most of the speakers, including
our friend, Curtis Sliwa, exhorted us
to “daven to Hashem.” But we do not 
solely rely on a miracle. I think all of
us must raise our voices. We must do
those American democratic rites of
protests, rallies, letter writing, call-
ing our representatives and telling
them that the changes that are oc-
curring are dangerous to this country 
and endanger Israel even more. We 
need our leaders to lead the way and
encourage us all to do for Israel. 

I have no solutions; I am not cer-
tain that any of my suggestions will
change the situation and help Israel,
but as is taught in Pirkei Avot, “It is
not for you to complete the task, but
neither are you free to stand aside.” 

Esther Langer
Long Beach
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perspective 
of a taxpayer,  
residents of 
District 15 are 
fortunate, indeed. 
District 14 taxes 
have doubled. 



By Miriam Bradman Abrahams

SJ Rozan has won every award in the 
crime fi ction genre for her books about the 
detective team of Lydia Chin and Bill Smith. 
She has detailed Chinese history and culture 
in her books but never touched upon Jew-
ish history until now. After a hiatus of seven 
years, Rozan wrote “The Shanghai Moon.” 
The book is ninth in the Chin/Smith series 
but it stands alone. “The Shanghai Moon” 
takes place in Shanghai during World War II, 
where there was an unlikely safe haven for 
20,000 Jews.

I met SJ Rozan, native New Yorker and 
Jewish Book Network author, at a Nassau 
Region Hadassah event in Little Neck. She 
delivered a fascinating presentation about 
the short-lived Shanghai Jewish community. 
When pressed for her full name, SJ confi ded 
that she is Shira Judith. SJ says “the Chinese 
could be one of the lost tribes of Israel” — 
their community is so similar to the Jews in 
its focus on family and food. SJ’s books play 
up the relationship between Lydia and her 
mother, a Chinese immigrant who sounds 
just like a typical Jewish mother. SJ had 
heard about the Jews of Shanghai and want-
ed to know more so it was time to research 
and write an incredible Jewish story.

Joel Pilarsky, Lydia Chin’s mentor, involves 
her in a case recovering jewelry which be-
longed to Rosalie Gilder, a teen who fl ed the 
Holocaust by becoming a refugees in Shang-
hai. Lydia reads a cache of letters found on a 
Jewish Museum website, which Rosalie had 

written to her mother who had stayed behind 
in Salzburg. The poignant letters detail their 
voyage to Shanghai and how Rosalie and her 
brother build a life there.

SJ created the backdrop for the novel by 
reading memoirs in English and German, 
interviewing survivors and watching two 
documentary fi lms — “Ghetto Shanghai” and 
“Last Refugee Shanghai.” In 1937, Jews fl ed 
to Shanghai from Eastern Europe because 
no place else would take them. Jews could 
still leave Europe if they had proof they had 
somewhere to go. Rumors spread that if you 
could get on a ship to Shanghai you could 
stay there. There were three communities in 
Shanghai, the Chinese section, the Interna-
tional Settlement and the French concession. 
The British controlled the International Set-
tlement and weren’t checking papers.

Three people who are now acknowledged 
as Righteous Gentiles made it possible for 
Jews to leave Austria and Lithuania to Shang-
hai. The Chinese Consul General to Austria, 
Feng-Shan Ho, wrote visas freely and was 
known as the Chinese Schindler. The Japa-
nese Vice Consul in Lithuania, Chiune Sugi-
hara wrote transit visas through Japan. The 
Acting Dutch Consul in Lithuania, Jan Zwar-
tendjik, wrote visas for the Dutch colonies of 
Curacao and Surinam, which together with 
the transit visas through Japan issued by 
Sugihara, allowed Jews to exit Europe to the 
Far East via the Trans-Siberian Railway. As 
Sugihara was leaving Lithuania, he contin-
ued to hand out exit visas through his train 
window. The entire Mir Yeshiva left intact 

as a group to Shanghai using visas signed 
by Sugihara. Fleeing to Shanghai meant 
you needed enough money to get to Vienna 
or Lithuania then board a ship or train out. 
Educated, multilingual refugees who wealthy 
when they left Europe arrived penniless in 
Shanghai.

Jews arriving to the International Settle-
ment encountered two Jewish communi-
ties: White Russian middle class czarists, 
and about 300 wealthy Jews from Baghdad 
who supported the new refugees by setting 
up shelters and schools. Japanese were the 
majority in Hongkew and in December 1941 
when Japan bombed Pearl Harbor, the Japa-
nese became enemies of the International 
Settlement. The Germans wanted them 
to hand over or exterminate the Jews. The 
Japanese refused. There are various theories 
why the Japanese didn’t comply. They wit-
nessed relief efforts in Shanghai and didn’t 
want to alienate wealthy Jews. Jacob Schiff 
made loans to modernize the Japanese army 
and the Japanese felt they owed the Jews 
loyalty. 

The Japanese compromised by moving 
“stateless persons” to Hongkew in 1943 by 
a proclamation that never explicitly stated 
Jews. The camp in Hongkew had a curfew 
but was self-patrolled and you could leave 
for work or school. Jewish culture thrived 
but living conditions were diffi cult. With the 
bombing of Hiroshima, and Chiang Kai-shek 
winning China’s civil war, Jews were no lon-
ger welcome and the community disbanded 
by 1950. Though numbering 20,000 during 

the war, by that time only 1,000 remained.
Those left behind were the assimilated, the 
sickly and the elderly

Through “The Shanghai Moon” I learned
about a very real chunk of Jewish history 
that I had heard about from an elementary
school rabbi in Brooklyn, who repeatedly 
told us students that he was from China. We
didn’t believe him. Now, I know better.

Book review

Salvation in Shanghai

SJ Rozan
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PLEASE ENTER MY MAILED
SUBSCRIPTION TO

Yes! Please deliver my copy of the Jewish Star!

!   $9 every 3 months (EZ-Pay) Nassau & Far Rockaway

!   $15  every 3 months (EZ-Pay) outside 
Nassau County

! $48 a Year (check or one time credit card charge)
! $72 a Year  (outside Nassau County - check or one 

time credit card charge)

2 Endo Boulevard   Garden City, NY 11530 • For Faster Service call: 516-569-4000
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Address:  Apt #:
City: State: Zip:
Phone: Email:

To pay by credit card: ! ! ! !
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!  Check here to also receive our weekly e-mail newsletter 
 and breaking news alerts FREE!
 Exp. Date Card Code

By choosing an EZ-Pay option here you authorize The Jewish Star to charge 
your credit card every three months.

Or get your copy at one of dozens of locations in 
Nassau County & the fi ve boroughs: kosher supermarkets, 

bakeries, restaurants, retail stores, news boxes or shuls.

Miss your home delivery of The Jewish Star? Miss your home delivery of The Jewish Star? 
Want to start receiving it at home? Want to start receiving it at home? 

Fix it with a phone call!Fix it with a phone call!
Dial 516-569-4000 ext. 7 during business hours.Dial 516-569-4000 ext. 7 during business hours.



With the warm weather of the spring sea-
son now upon us, walking tours of some of 
the most historic communities in New York 
City beckon to us. Thus, this week’s essay will 
deal with one such community that is dear to 
this writer and his family.

For over the a century, the Lower East 
Side of Manhattan was regarded by most 
major historians as the largest  Jewish immi-
grant community in America. The Lower East 
Side was the area of fi rst settlement when 
Jews arrived upon these shores. They were 

to spend their fi rst, and 
for many families, their 
second generations in 
that neighborhood, 
assimilating to a new 
and strange culture 
that was to alter their 
lifestyles and religious 
observances almost be-
yond recognition.

By the beginning of 
the 21st century, this 
area of fi rst settlement 
has become the focus 
of nostalgia by the forth 
and fi fth generations of 

the original immigrants who now make occa-
sional forays into “der alter heim,” to satisfy 
old sentimental notions or just plain curios-
ity.

For this writer, a native of that community, 
my interest lies within the religious roots of 
American Judaism as personifi ed by the ex-

periences of the original settlers so long ago.
Recently, a detailed history and new 

guide to the sites of this community was 
published by the Columbia University Press. 
Titled, “Lower East Side: Remembered and 
Revisited,” the book was written by Joyce 
Mendelsohn, a lecturer on the history, cul-
ture and architecture of New York at the New 
School.

What makes this guide so special is that 
it is not just some ordinary tourist trap bro-
chure. It is a serious  historical as well as geo-
graphic guide to a neighborhood that I hold 
dear to this very day. The sights and sounds 
from my childhhood to early adulthood reso-
nate within the pages of this book. This guide 
is truly a volume of history, fact, and a study 
of a community that still lives in the lives of 
its descendants, wherever they live, from the 
Five Towns to Beit Shemesh. Consider the 
following facts:

Every Young Israel shul owes its origins 
to those Lower East Siders who, 98 short 
years ago, established the fi rst Young Israel 
in this community. Every graduate of Yeshi-
va University owes their education to those 
Lower East Siders who fi rst established their 
yeshiva in these humble surroundings. Ev-
ery American yeshiva boy and Bais Yaakov 
girl owes their day school education to the 
founders of the Rabbi Jacob Joseph School, 
“der mama yeshiva,” and the original Bais 
Yaakov school, fi rst founded and nurtured on 
the Lower East Side.

The greatest poskim of that generation, 

who, each in their own way, set the pace for 
Jewish Halachik responsa on the American 
continent for generations to come. Rav Moshe 
Feinstein, Rav Eliyahu Henkin and Rav Tuvia 
Goldstein, all of sacred and blessed memory, 
lived their lives and saw their teachings fl our-
ish fi rst in the Lower East Side community.

The histories of the shuls alone are worth 
the read. Here are just some of the shuls dis-
cussed: The still vibrant Bialystoker Shul, 
once the pulpit of the great Rabbi Dr. Mitch-
ell Eskolsky, father and grandfather to the 
Dr. Fred Rosner and Rabbi Sholom Rosner 
families; the Bais Medrash Hagadol, once 
pulpit to Rav Ephraim Oshry, whose respon-
sa during the Holocaust stand to this day as 
a monument to the strength of our religious 
traditions; and, The Young Israel of Manhat-
tan, where it all began for the revival of Or-
thodox Judaism in America under the spiri-
tual leadership of Rabbi Dr. David Stern.

Whether one buys and reads this book as 
a prep for visiting the neighborhood or just as 
an exercise in reading history, both efforts are 
worth your while. In addition, if you choose 
to visit, might I suggest that you contact The 
Lower East Side Tenement Museum (www.
tenement.org) and the Lower East Side Jew-
ish Conservancy (www.nycjewishtours.org) 
who will serve as valuable resources in plan-
ning for a visit.

However, do not forget the guide. A good 
reading before a visit will put you in good 
stead and make your visit all the more infor-
mative.

The Kosher Bookworm

Remembering the Lower East Side

Alan Jay Gerber

A
pr

il 
30

, 2
01

0 
 16

 IY
A

R
 5

77
0 

  T
H

E 
JE

W
IS

H
 S

TA
R

20

36
75

69

Grocery Coupon Madness
Now On

Check our over 100 new and valuable coupons today!

• Everyday Food Items • Snacks • Cereals/Health bars 
• Healthcare products • Cleaning products • Much more!

Online Anytime!
Featured Advertisers

For more information about 
contact Rhonda Glickman at 516-569-4000 x250

*New Retailers added weekly.

  • ADVERTISING CIRCULARS • COUPONS • DEALS • TRAVEL SPECIALS 



By David Benkof

Across
1. Word with rain or dew
5. Marina ___ Rey
8. That girl
11. Actor famous for his 

role in “ER”
13. Kind of wave
16. Prominent religious 

Zionist rabbi
18. Staffs
19. Up for grabs
21. Judaism alternative
24. Later!
25. Follow a command-

ment, perhaps
26. Cleveland Jewish 

News location
27. Smile widely
29. Prize money
30. Munch
31. Agudath Israel spokes-

man Shafran
32. J___ (matchmaking 

Web site)
33. Pilot’s announcement, 

briefl y
34. The gemara is part of 

it
36. Hebrew letter, palin-

dromic in English
39. He composed “Ol’ 

Man River”
41. Mideast commodity
42. Itzhak Perlman’s 

chance to shine
43. Treat badly
45. Adorable
46. Plan
47. Hunks have nice ones
48. It might say “Shalom”
49. Actress Midler (“The 

Rose”)
50. Nurse
52. Simplest Hebrew verb 

construction
54. Major investor and 

philanthropist, especially to 
Chabad

59. Grow
60. Grow
61. Heaven

62. Hannah has two
63. Tie

Down
1. Double helix
2. Brisker ___
3. Rower’s need
4. Moses’ nemesis
5. Chevruta, e.g.
6. Stately trees
7. Neighborhood of many 

E. European Jewish immi-
grants

8. Israel, e.g.
9. Widest part of the skel-

eton
10. Delete
12. “To ___ shall I make 

out the check?”
14. 1936-39 uprising in 

Palestine
15. Michigan and others
17. Financier Salomon
20. Moshe Dayan had 

one
21. Actress Skye
22. Opportunity
23. Phoebe from 

“Friends”
24. Free from jail
27. Kibbutz building, per-

haps

28. Adolf’s other
29. Manhandle
32. R. Crumb’s “___ Stein-

berger, the Jewish Cowgirl”
34. Sen. Ron Wyden’s 

state
35. Prepared to bless the 

candles
37. Oodles
38. Knesset action
40. Dead Sea sect
42. Participated in a bee
43. Network of the J.J. 

Abrams-produced “Lost”
44. Some chazers
45. King or queen
48. Yiddish actress Picon
49. Boxer Max
51. Poet Marcia
52. National Museum of 

American Jewish History’s 
St.

53. Rainbows, e.g.
55. ___-eating contest
56. Purim mo.
57. Happy ___ clam
58. L’shana Tovah! (Hap-

py ___ Year!)

Answers will appear next 
week

The Jerusalem Post Crossword Puzzle

Last week’s answers
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-Vocabulary expansion
-Sentence structure
-Comprehension skills
-Speaking/listening and 
  test-taking strategies

Naomi Billauer ~ 516.374.2908

Are you prepared?
The Hebrew Regent is June 22.

 Our regent preparation addresses:
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Vacation Rentals/Prop.

Health & Fitness

REAL ESTATE

Open Houses

WEST HEMPSTEAD: SUNDAY, 5/2
1pm- 4pm. 302 Maple Street. Prime
Location. 4 BR, 3 Bth, Walk Worship.
Asking $595K. Owner. 516-505-
0527 

House For Sale

FAR ROCKAWAY: READS Lane Area.
3 BR, CH Colonial, FDR, Den, 2.5
Bths, $750K. 516-822-2040, 203-
470-9829

LAWRENCE WATERFRONT 
"BROWNSTONE STYLE"

Pvt Beach. Views of inlet/ AB Bridge. 
9rms, 3+ bed, 2.5 bth. Custom built
in '06, ss appl, rad heat, cac, hw
flrs,  Fin. attic w 8' ceil. Access to
boatslip, golf, tennis. Low tax!
Diamond Condition!! $649k
Weissman Realty Group 516-459-
2615

WOODMERE: 4/ 5 BR Splanch, 2.5
Bths, Large EIK, Fpl, Finished
Basement,  CAC, Alarm, 2 Car 
Garage, $749K. 516-295-0643

Vacation Rentals/Prop.

Health & Fitness

Apartments For Rent

CEDARHURST:  3 BR Apt., Private
House, 2 New Bths. New Granite/
Appliances Kitchen, FDR, LR, Fin.
Bsmt., CAC, W/D. $2200, 2 Months 
Security.  516-660-2944

CEDARHURST: NO FEE Modern 1
BR, 2 BR & 3 BR. CAC, W/D,
Storage, Private Entrance, Indoor
Parking, Near All. Starting At $1450.
1 Month Free Rent! (516)860-6889/
(516)852-5135

LAWRENCE: 2 BR, 2.5 Bath Duplex
Apt./ Indoor Garage, Terrace, EIK,
Patio, W/D, Walk-in Closet, 
Plenty Storage Space, Dishwasher.
Convenient to Transportation.  Call
Owner 516-569-3700

Florida Real Estate

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Tutoring

TUTOR - ALL LEVELS English *
Hebrew * History * Judaics *
Research * Writing  Certified and
experienced teacher available to
help students in these 
subjects! Contact Yehudah 
(646) 9631753 * (516) 295-1150.  

CLASSIFIEDS
To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205

 

... and more, so if you don't see what you are looking for 
just call and ask for a quote

516-855-4221
free estimates

                        • Bathrooms
                • Kitchens
                        • Finished Basements
                   • Painting/sheetrock
               • Plumbing
           • Carpentry
        • Electrical
     • Windows
  • Door Replacement
• Furniture Assembly
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Dependable
reliable

affordable

For all your home remodelling, 
repairs & handyman services

five towns handyman
& 

renovations

OUR GREAT GATSBY ESTATE, in Chatham, Mass., is available for YOUR family 
reunions, vacations and get-away weekends year round. Booking for Summer 
2010. House has 9 bedrooms (sleeps 19) and 4.5 baths. Views of Nantucket 
Sound. Walk to beach & tennis. Call Joan Forger: (781) 828-2809

OUR CAPE COD ESTATE

Virtual Tour: www.OurGreatGatsbyCapeCod.com

C0
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Weightloss  Medications

www.MDThin.com

Phentermine, Phendimetrazine, etc 

for $80

(631) 462-6161 (516) 754-6001
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SUNNY FLORIDA,
Own or Rent Your Dream House, 
Price Reduced! Motivated Owner.  

Championship Golf Courses, 
Boca Raton Boca Woods Country Club. 
LOCATION...LOCATION...LOCATION!
This 2 BR with Convertible Den, 2
Bths, 2-Car Garage, Large LR, DR,

Breakfast Area is Situated on a Cul-
de-sac Street with a MAGNIFICENT

LAKE VIEW. Brand New Tile Roof. An
Oversized Patio with a PRIVATE POOL

Completes this Unique Residence.
Boca Woods Features two 18-hole

Championship Golf Courses, Driving
Range, Har Tru Tennis Courts,
Fitness Center, Large Heated

Community Pool, Separate Cabana
Grill, Beautiful Very Active Clubhouse,

Pro Shop and Valet Parking for
Residents and Guests. A Golf Course

Membership is Required. 
MOTIVATED SELLER/ LANDLORD

Was $360K...NOW $269K. or Rent:
Was $4,250...NOW $2900/ Month

Please Call or E-mail Sunny
Rappaport for More Information or a

Showing of this Lovely Property. 
BRANHAM REALTY INC. 

561-306-2119
sunny.rappaport@ gmail.com

ATTENTION:
Experienced Sales 

Professionals
Are You Comfortable
Working on the Web?
We Need Experienced
Salespeople to Sell 

Advertising On Our New
State-of-The Art Website

• Strong Communicatio Skills
• Creative
• Energetic
• Computer Skills a Must

Salary, Weekly Commissions, Bonus, 
Health Benefits, Dental, 401K, Life In-
surance, Vacation, Sick & Personal
Time.

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of Twenty-Seven
Community Newspapers and

PrimeTime Xpress.

Confidential Interview
E-mail Your Resume to

RGlickman@LIHerald.com

One phone call, one order, one heck
of a good price to run your ad in any state,

or across the country. Call the 
USA Classified 

Network today!
1-800-231-6152
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NOW BROADCASTING IN OUR 28TH YEAR!   
TALKLINE WITH ZEV BRENNER

AMERICA’S LEADING JEWISH RADIO & TV PROGRAM
“THE JEWISH BROADCAST CONNECTION”

33
45

54

RADIO:
SATURDAY NIGHTS                 
12 MIDNIGHT – 2 AM                      
WMCA 570 AM                                       
MON- THURS
9 PM – 10 PM   
WSNR 620 AM 
SUNDAYS 8AM, 12NOON & 6PM
THURSDAYS 8PM
JLTV NATIONWIDE (Including)
TIME WARNER NY CHANNEL 120

TV:
SUNDAYS 11PM – MIDNIGHT                
WRNN. CH. 48 METRO NY                    
STATIONS INCLUDE:                       
               
CABLEVISION CH. 19
TIME WARNER CH. 91
RCN CH. 16
FIOS
DIRECT TV. CH. 62
DISH TV CH. 8116

212-7691925 • 1-866-JEWISH RADIO
info@talklinecommunications.com

Listen Online Anytime: Talklinecommunications.com

For more information on all of 
Talkine’s radio & TV programs contact:

DIRECT TV Channel 366                         
TIME WARNER’S CA (including L.A.) Ch.177                     

 online: www.jltv.com
SUNDAYS 9-10AM 3-4PM

FRIDAYS   11AM 12NOON
TIME WARNER MANHATTAN CH. 35

Other TALKLINE COMMUNICATIONS SHOWS:
MON-THU 7PM - 1AM WSNR 620 AM
SAT NIGHTS 10PM - 3AM WMCA 570 AM
SUN NIGHTS 12MID - 1 AM WSNR 620 AM

SUNDAYS  2PM - 5PM • FRIDAYS 8 am - NOON
TIME WARNER MANHATTAN CH.35
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Call Today for No-Obligation Survey and Estimate
Ask About Our Interest-FREE Financing Option

“We Can Service Your Existing System.”

“ON SALE”

• Best Quality • Best Service • Best Pricing

Long Island’s leading lawn
sprinkler company, with over 40 
years experience, can install a 
custom-designed system for 
your home with no damage 
to your lawn or shrubs.

Long Island’s leading lawn

WE SERVICE ALL TYPES OF
LAWN SPRINKLER SYSTEMSPRE-SEASON SPECIAL

$100 
OFF

Any New Installation
Coupon must be presented at time of contract signing.

Cannot be combined with any other offer.

516-486-7500
www.lawnsprinklers.com



So, I heard there was a Rachel Maddow 
sighting in the Five Towns last week.

Nope, sorry. It was only me.
I cannot imagine she hears it that of-

ten, or ever, but I do. Sometimes even once 
a week, I fi nd myself being asked, “Do you 
know how much you look like Rachel Mad-
dow?” To those who know me and watch her 
show, it seems pretty uncanny how much 
we look alike, have similar mannerisms and 
even seem to sound the same as well. Mad-
dow, an MSNBC commentator, can be seen 
every evening hosting her show, “The Rachel 
Maddow Show.” A former colleague of mine 
used to tell me all the time, “You were great 
last night,” mocking the apparent similarities 
between the two of us. (Of course, I have no 
show, unless you count the entertaining hour 
otherwise known as ‘bedtime’. Pull up a chair 
and bring your own popcorn.)  

I’ve been stopped by complete strang-
ers and asked if I am on television. Just last 
week, I noticed two older gentlemen in the 
supermarket who were trying hard to seem 
as if they were not staring at me, but then 
walked by and then commented to each oth-
er as they stood about 15 feet away, “No — I 
don’t think it’s her.” I knew who they were 
talking about. I’ve heard it all before.

Truth is, I couldn’t see it myself. People 
say that everyone has a twin and I fi gured I 
must be the exception. That was until I was 
fl ipping through a magazine in a doctor’s of-
fi ce a couple of weeks ago and found an ar-
ticle on Ms. Maddow in which she is looking 
over a pair of glasses that has slipped down 
to the bridge of her nose. I do that all the 
time. And that’s when I saw it — Yes, we do 
look alike. And it’s a little freaky.

With permission, I took the magazine 
home to show my family, curious as to what 
they would think. I showed it to my husband 

who simply stared at the picture for a couple 
of seconds, his eyes bugging out of his head. 
“Wow,” he said. “You really do look like her.” 
After reading the article, he added, “You 
know, if you didn’t share the same politics, it 
would be a really funny show to see the two 
of you behind a desk.” That’s what they need 
at MSNBC — Bring Your Twin to Work day.  

But of course, nothing says ‘reality check’ 
like comments from your kids. Showing the 
magazine to my second-to-oldest child, she 
looked at it a couple of times and then back 
at me. “A really, really little bit,” she said, 
“she reminds me of someone but I’m not sure 
who.”  

Then I showed it to my eldest. She looked 
at it for a moment, handed it back to me and 
said, “Never seen her before in my life.”

MLW

Dear That’s Life,

     That’s life Edited by Miriam L. Wallach

Engagements
Engagement of Chaya Mizrachi (Monsey, 

NY) & Aryeh Chaim Urist (West Hempstead, 
NY) — April 25, 2010

Engagement of Shaina Daskal (Oak Park, 

MI) & Chaim Weiss (Brooklyn, NY /Michi-
gan) — April 22, 2010

Engagement of Ahuva Sprung (Brook-
lyn, NY) & Simcha Gitellis (Brooklyn, NY) 
— April 20, 2010

To view entire galleries, please visit www.onlysimchas.com

only simchas!
Celebrating Jewish Life

Rachel and Me

     If something happened to you “that could only happen around here,” 
you’ve got to share! Was it funny? Outrageous? Hopefully, it wasn’t too 
painful. No matter what, if you type it up and sent it to 
letters@thejewishstar.com you’ll have a chance to win a $25 gift 
certifi cate to Burger’s Bar on Central Avenue in Cedarhurst — in other 
words, you could win an outstanding meal at one of Nassau County’s 
most popular kosher restaurants. 
     Submissions should include your name, your town, and your daytime and 
evening phone numbers. Sorry, but anonymous submissions cannot be 
considered. All decisions by the editors are fi nal and all submissions become 
the property of The Jewish Star.
     In case you were wondering, Burgers Bar is under the supervision of the Vaad 
Hakashrus of the Five Towns and Far Rockaway, and plays music you can fi nd 
on MLW’s iPod.
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Chai Lifeline Honig Katz

friends ’n’funA Shabbat Experience for Chai Lifeline’s Children
Shabbos Night

Oneg Shabbos

Shabbos Day 

Mincha/Shalosh Seudos/Maariv

For more information
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