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Busing 
vote soon 
in West 
Hempstead 
By Michael Orbach

It  was 1961 when the school board in 
West Hempstead decided that children who 
lived three-quarters of a mile or less from 
school didn’t need busing.

“They called them walkers,” laughed Ann 
Koffsky, a mother of three who is spear-
heading a referendum campaign to update 
the policy. “Since then a lot of things have 
changed and the position is anachronistic.”

A coalition of private and public school 
parents support a change, and on May 18, in 
addition to voting for members of the school 
board, voters in West Hempstead can weigh 
in on a referendum on new rules. If it passes, 
West Hempstead would provide busing to 
children in grades K-6 who live three-tenths 
of a mile or more from their school.

Having her kids walk at their age is out of 
the question, said Shira Goldress, an accoun-
tant. She and her husband have two sons, 
ages 8 and 6, and live just outside the three-
quarter-mile radius.

“They’d have to cross Nassau Boulevard 
themselves,” she said, referring to a busy 
street in the neighborhood. “It’s just unsafe.”

Both Goldress and her husband work in 
Manhattan. From Monday to Thursday she 
relies on an assortment of friends and rela-
tives to transport her sons. “It’s very diffi cult 
to get them to and from school,” she said, 
adding that on Fridays she takes the day off 
in order to be able to pick up the boys on 
time.

Koffsky, an illustrator and children’s book 
author, splits carpooling to the Hebrew Acad-

Continued on page 3

By Sergey Kadinsky

For fi ve long years, the congregation 
of Agudath Israel of the Five Towns met 
in a trailer on the busy corner of Cedar-
hurst Avenue and Peninsula Boulevard. 
Last Sunday, May 2, traffi c came to a 
standstill as the shul celebrated the com-
pletion of its new building.

The shul, which is led by Rabbi Yitz-
chok Frankel, was formed 12 years ago in 
the living room of Judge Andrew Gold-
smith. As the congregation grew, com-
munity members bought an old home on 
a large piece of land. The house was be-

yond repair and they set out to demolish 
it and build a modern shul, but along the 
way they hit a sizable snag.

“Before we took down the old build-
ing, a bank gave us a commitment,” 
said Shalom Parnes, the shul president. 
“We took it down, and the bank then re-
neged.” 

A second bank also promised a mort-
gage, and then backed out. Finally, Bank 
of America  stepped in, and construction 
began around Passover of 2009. 

“The trailer was supposed to last a 
couple of months,” said Far Rockaway 
resident Yitzchak Baraff. “I had my au-

After a fi ve-year 
struggle, Agudath 
Israel of the Five 
Towns fi nally got to 
parade through the 
streets to a new shul. 
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Members of a marching band helped Agudath Israel of the Five Towns celebrate a new era for the shul. 
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fruf in the trailer.”
“All my wife and I wanted was a nice place to daven,” re-

called Goldsmith. “Today is a fresh start for our kehila.”
Goldsmith also said that the wait has heightened expecta-

tions for the shul. “There were many obstacles to overcome, 
and we can expect great spiritual dividends,”  he said. “So 
many of us worked hard to make it happen.”

Among them, Goldsmith singled out Parnes, who provid-
ed water to the trailer. “It’s February and he’s fi lling buckets 
of water for the trailer,” said Goldsmith. “We need presidents 
like that.”

Goldsmith also thanked Cedarhurst Mayor Andrew Parise 
for his work in ensuring the approval of the building. “Our 
congregation owes this mayor a debt of gratitude,” said Gold-
smith. “He fought in Patton’s army and was a liberator of 
concentration camps.”

Parise ensured that proper variances were granted for the 
shul, and the new building lines up alongside its neighbors, 
with a large front lawn, and a sloping roof concealing the 
third-fl oor women’s section. The main sanctuary is on the 
second fl oor and the fi rst fl oor is to be used for public celebra-
tions. For safety, the main entrance does not face Peninsula 
Boulevard, but rather a courtyard behind the building.

A new Torah was led in a festive procession from the Gold-
smith home, where it was sponsored by his in-laws, Rabbi 
Dr. Zev Goldberg and his wife Terry, in memory of Rifka bas 
Yitzchok.

Rabbi Frankel said that in a time of fragmentation, his shul 
continues to attract a crowd of many different hats, while ad-
hering to a tradition of Torah scholarship. “We’re proud of 
our label,” said Frankel. “It’s no secret that it’s built on the 
shoulders of gedolei Israel, who are committed to an ideal.”

Leading rabbonim joined the celebration, dancing along-
side the Torah with Rabbi Frankel — they included Rabbi 
Dovid Feinstein, Rabbi Reuven Feinstein, and Rabbi Malkiel 
Kotler. 

“In our youth on Lag b’Omer, we came back with red faces 
sunburned,” said Rabbi Frankel. “The sun is out and it’s a 
tremendous simchah.” 

He quoted the Ponevezh Rav, Rabbi Yosef Shlomo Kahane-
man, about the new building.

 “I had a dream, but I was not asleep,” Rabbi Frankel said 
before continuing in his own words. “The establishment of 
Agudas Yisroel in the Five Towns is no longer a dream.”              

For additional pictures of the Chanukas Habayis 
celebration, go online to www.thejewishstar.com

A happy housewarming
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emy of Nassau County with another parent. 
Two years ago, she was stuck ferrying her 
children back and forth to school.

“I had a baby and [he] would nap exactly 
when I did carpool,” said Koffsky. “I was try-
ing to work part-time. It was a nightmare. 
Now that the nightmare is over I have time to 
run a campaign.”

She continued: “If you’re a stay-at-
home mom then you’ve got 
to get a babysitter. If 
you’re a work-
i n g 

mother you need to have a babysitter who 
has a car. Do you know how hard it is to fi nd 
a babysitter with a car? They don’t come with 
cars.” 

When Koffsky and several other parents 
began circulating a petition asking that the 
school board consider changing the bus-
ing policy, the board said that a cost analy-

sis would be required, and that 
fi rst the petition have to 

be signed by 75 par-
ents. Koffsky re-
turned with 250 
signatures from 

parents of stu-
dents at He-
brew Acade-

my of Nassau County, St. Thomas the Apostle 
and the public schools.

 According to Richard Cunningham, the 
district’s deputy superintendent, the cost of 
changing the rules would be about $95 per 
household per year, though Koffsky prefers 
to describe it as “a quarter a day.”

 The number of children who receive bus-
ing in West Hempstead would nearly double 
from 639 to 1,095. An additional 10 buses 
would be required, Cunningham said, at an 
annual cost of $608,000, or 1.5 percent of 
the current tax levy.  

 “There’s a good level of discourse in the 
community about it,” Cunningham said, be-
cause the busing proposal carries potentially 
profound consequences. 

 The school board is seeking a 3.69 per-
cent increase in the budget, from $52.2 
million to $54.5 million. The cost of the 
additional busing is factored into the 
proposed increase.
 However, if the busing proposal passes 

but the budget does not, the district would 
be forced to adopt a contingency budget 
based on the previous year’s spending plan, 
and the $608,000 expenditure for addition-
al busing would have to be made up with 

cuts to staff or other services.
 If that were to happen, some worry that 

it could cause a rift between private school 
parents and public school parents who would 
have to deal with the cuts.

 “We have to be very careful that this does 
not divide our town,” said West Hempstead 

resident and school board candidate Cynthia 
Dimiceli, whose children attend the public 
school on Cornwell Avenue. “Our co-existing 
town is made up of different backgrounds, 
with different needs and requirements... 
Somebody else’s need may not be the same 
as mine, and my need may not be the same 
as somebody else’s...”

 Others argue that the ancillary benefi ts of 
added busing would be well worth the extra 
cost. “This is an issue that is mentioned to me 
time and again when I show potential houses 
in the neighborhood,” said West Hempstead 
real estate agent Sharon Lovy. “We should 
consider the fact that West Hempstead would 
be a far more attractive town for many fami-
lies if transportation to school became less of 
a challenge.”

 Cunningham said he was unsure of which 
way the vote will go. “I think part of my in-
ability to comment is that we get to present 
to people who come and invite us in,” he ex-
plained. “There is a very big silent majority 
in all communities that it’s diffi cult to get
feedback on.”

 Koffsky is well aware of the opposition to 
the referendum.

 “I don’t see any signs that say, ‘Vote No,’” 
she said. “It’s human nature to vote in your 
self-interest. The Jewish community is not 
monolithic; the Christian community is not 
monolithic. Some say, ‘I don’t want to pay 
a nickel more in taxes.’ I understand that. I 
hope they stay home on Election Day.” 

Busing vote soon in West Hempstead

Photo by Janette Pellegrini

Rabbi Chaim Dovid Zwiebel (center), executive vice president of Agudath Israel of America, was among
those who participated in the shul celebration. 



Chabad of the Five Towns held its annual Lag Ba’omer cel-
ebration in Cedarhurst Park last Sunday. Besides a huge bon-
fi re, the event featured a man on stilts, archery and music.
More pictures are online at www.thejewishstar.com

Safe summer plans

Camps learn to prevent abuse
By Michael Orbach

More than a hundred representatives of 30 Ortho-
dox summer camps attended a two-hour meeting in 
Flatbush last week to discuss ways to deal with sexual 
abuse in a camp setting. The event organized by Sacred 
Lives, an organization that advocates for sexual abuse 
victims and for greater education inside the Jewish 
community, was closed to the media.  Several journal-
ists, including a freelancer for The Jewish Star, were 
ejected, but the materials used at the meeting were 
leaked and published online the next day by the news 
website vosizneias.com. 

They included a manual, as well as a form letter and 
information prepared with the approval of the Moetzes 
Gedolei HaTorah, the ruling body of Agudath Israel of 
America, that the camp administrators were advised to 
mail to parents of all prospective campers before the 
summer. 

“The purpose and the content was two-fold,” ex-
plained Beth Kaplan, the founder of Sacred Lives. “To 
educate about the reality of childhood sexual abuse 
and the impact and the implications it has on the vic-
tim, and to provide a protocol for camp directors to use 
as a guide if this happens in their camp, if a camper or a 
staff member discloses that they were sexually abused.” 
She described participants as “receptive and grateful.”

“The ultimate achrayus (responsibility) of deal-
ing with any individual situation of alleged improper 
conduct rests with us as camp directors,” wrote Meir 
Frischman, director of the Association of Jewish Camp 
Operators. One section of the manual called, “Listening 
to the Victim,” stressed that a camper or staff mem-
ber should be believed when they report being sexually 
abused. “People rarely lie or make up stories about sex-
ual abuse,” the manual advised. The manual explicitly 
stated that camp directors are mandated reporters in 

the event that abuse is alleged. Kaplan said her organi-
zation is in the process of planning a conference for pe-
diatricians who practice in the Orthodox community. 

Mark Appel, the president of Voice of Justice, a sex-
ual abuse activist organization and one of the sponsors 
of the conference, called the event a “breakthrough.” 
“It’s the fi rst time that Agudath Israel participated in an 
event where there was specifi c training,” commented 
Appel. “It was explicit to the camp directors explaining 
the process of going to the authorities and I think that 
the information was very thorough. It really spelled out 
how counselors and campers and directors should deal 
with this subject.”

Other activists were not as charitable to Agudah. 
“The Agudah handbook represents progress from an 
organization who’s rabbinic leadership has enforced 
a policy of cover-up for the past 40 years,” said Ben 
Hirsch, president of Survivors for Justice, an organiz-
taion that advocates on behalf of abuse victims. “It is 
heartening to see the very camp that employed and 
protected Yehudah Kolko addressing this issue in a 
semi-public manner... The simple message — report all 
complaints of sexual abuse directly to the police — does 
not require a handbook.”

The posting online drew a variety of responses rang-
ing from praise to questions about the camps that did 
not attend the meeting. “As a camper who experience 
and witness horrible things, i (sic) will NEVER send my 
male children to sleep away camp,” one poster wrote. 

Other organizations the collaborated to arrange the 
event included the Association of Jewish Camp Opera-
tors, an arm of Agudath Israel of America, FEGS, The 
Jewish Board of Family and Children’s Services, and 
the Metropolitan Council on Jewish Poverty. 

The manual can be read online at 
www.thejewishstar.com.

Lag B’omer celebration 
in Cedarhurst Park

Photo by Penny Frondelli

M
ay

 7
, 2

01
0 

 2
3 

IY
A

R
 5

77
0 

  T
H

E 
JE

W
IS

H
 S

TA
R

4

Please join us
Thursday evening, May 13th, 2010
Terrace on the Park
52-11 111th Street • Flushing Meadow Park • Corona, NY

Guests of Honor 
Dr. Joseph Frager & Mel Wadler
Bonei Yerushalayim Honorees 
Mark & Galina Moerdler
in memory of Abraham Ainbinder A’H
Mr. Moe Tawil
Jerusalem Chai Awardees 
Joseph & Helen Mermelstein
Keynote Speaker 
The Honorable John Bolton 
To make your reservations or place a journal ad
please call 212-216-9270 or email: ateret@juno.com

Buffet Dinner: 6:00 pm - Program: 7:30 pm
couvert: $300 per person (Free Parking)

Jerusalem – The Heart & Soul of the Jewish People
Never to be Divided Again!

Jerusalem Reclamation Project / Ateret Cohanim
31 Years Reclaiming and Rebuilding
31 Years Keeping Jerusalem United With Jewish Life

We are asking you to stand by Jerusalem.
The world is focused on Jerusalem and every move of Ateret Cohanim.
The entire world says we don’t belong there.
It is not ours. We cannot live there. We cannot build there.
It is time to show support and make a bold statement without fear.
We need your help.
Ateret Cohanim is building.
Ateret Cohanim is strengthening Jerusalem.
Ateret Cohanim is keeping Jerusalem united with Jewish life.
In 1967 our paratroopers returned
Jerusalem to its rightful owners.
The paratroopers of today
are Ateret Cohanim.

IF NOT NOW, WHEN?

JRP JS HALF Dinner Ad.indd   1 5/3/10   11:34 PM
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By Michael Orbach

A second child victim has come forward to 
accuse Michael Sabo, an Orthodox man from 
Flatbush, of sexual abuse. 

Sabo, who had been out on $50,000 bail 
while awaiting trial for multiple counts of 
sexual assault, was re-arrested in February. 
The second victim, a child who was allegedly 
molested several years ago, was identifi ed 
through photos found on Sabo’s computer. 
The photos, as described to a reporter, are in-
conceivably graphic to the point where they 
could not described in this newspaper. In the 
new case, Sabo is charged with predatory 
sexual acts against a child and could face a 
maximum sentence of ten years to life. 

Sabo’s story was initially reported in The 
Jewish Star in September. At that time, the 
father of Sabo’s fi rst alleged victim, who was 
identifi ed under the pseudonym of “Joseph,” 
spoke with The Star about his concerns that 
Sabo was free on bail.

“I’m not doing this to get back at him,” 
Joseph said. “I’m doing this to protect other 
children. Even my son feels [Sabo] has other 
[victims] ...I need to know he’s away for a 
long time so he cannot hurt another child 
again.”

Joseph discovered the alleged abuse in 
April 2009 when a third party brought to his 
attention a series of nine photographs of his 
son that were discovered online. The pictures, 
in which the boy was wearing a yarmulke, 
were several years old and pornographic in 
nature. Each photo was accompanied by a 
caption that included the boy’s name and 
address and a phrase that indicated that the 
then-six-year-old boy had been molested. 
The father of the second-victim, personally 
acquainted with Sabo, was at fi rst angered by 
The Jewish Star’s coverage of the case. 

“I was upset about [the initial coverage],” 
explained the man, whose name is being 
withheld to shield the identity of his child. 
“Why did they [Sabo’s kids] have to know 
about it?” The father says his opinion has 
changed. “I have to erase and reprogram my 
[child],” he said. 

Sabo is currently on Rikers Island while 
his family attempts to raise the $2 million 
bail. $1 million has reportedly been raised so 
far; their attempts to have the bail lowered 
are alarming to some. “I’m afraid he might 
fl ee,” Joseph said, adding that more victims 
were in the process of coming forward and 
that Sabo allegedly preyed on “whatever was 
accessible.” Asked if he believed Sabo poses 
a danger to other children if he is set free, he 
replied, “100-percent.”

Sabo spoke to The Jewish Star at the time 
of the fi rst article. “This will pass,” Sabo said 
back in September of 2009. “It might not be 
tomorrow. For all I know they could dismiss 
everything. You never know.”

He hoped to move past the allegations. “I 
have four beautiful children, who need a fa-
ther,” Sabo said.

Sabo attended Yeshiva Torah Temimah in 
Brooklyn, the school made infamous when 
its owner, Lipa Margulies, defl ected investi-
gations of a longtime teacher, Yehuda Kolko. 
Kolko pleaded guilty to multiple counts of 
child endangerment. He is suspected of com-
mitting widespread sexual abuse. Sabo said 
he could not recall if he had been a victim of 
sexual abuse by Kolko.

“My therapist says it’s repressed, right 
now, but I don’t remember,” said Sabo in the 
2009 interview. 

Joseph credited Ben Hirsch, president of 
Survivors for Justice, an organization that 
advocates on behalf of sexual abuse victims, 
for helping him bring the case forward. 

“This case puts to lie the Agudah’s rab-
binical leaderships’ position that it is ‘help-
ful’ to discuss these issues with a rabbi,” said 
Hirsch. “Nothing is further from the truth. A 
rabbi was  consulted in the Sabo case — four 
years ago — at which time the rabbi insisted 
the matter remain unreported to the police. 
It remained unreported until last year when 
a courageous parent reported the crime to 
the authorities. The sooner our community 
learns to report abuse directly to the police 
the sooner the level of sexual abuse within 
our community will drop down to societal 
norms.”

During his bail hearing on Friday, April 
30, Sabo wore a beige sweater over a pair of 
dark pants. He stood while his lawyers and 
the assistant district attorney discussed his 
case in a sidebar with the Judge John Walsh. 
Sabo locked his fi ngers beneath his hand-
cuffed wrists. “This is the fi rst time he’s wear-
ing a yarmulke,’ said Josef, the father of the 
fi rst alleged victim. “It’s already such a chilul 
Hashem,” said one of the boy’s supporters, 
who sat in the row behind the father.

The father of the second accuser held a 
plastic bag that contained t’shuva (halachik 
responsa) written by Rabbi Yosef Sholom 
Elyashiv authorizing the reporting of child 
molesters to secular authorities.

“He’s responsible to pay me for all dam-
ages,” the father intoned about Sabo. He said 
that Chaim Sabo, Michael’s father, had been 
publicizing his child’s name around the Jew-
ish community in an attempt to intimidate 
the family and deter them from testifying 
against the younger Sabo. 

After the bail hearing was adjourned un-
til June, Sabo’s family members stood in an 
uneasy cluster around the courtroom. When 
a reporter approached them, Chaim Sabo, a 
jeweler who lives in Borough Park, grabbed 
the reporter’s hand and squeezed it hard.

“What do you want? Have a nice day,” 
Sabo’s father said. 

Once a picture was taken, Sabo’s father 
attempted to follow the reporter and a child 
abuse activist into an elevator, before a male 
member of Sabo’s family, dressed in a white 
shirt and black pants, called him away.

Sabo’s attorney is Jeffrey Schwartz, who 
successfully defended Cesar Rodriguez, the 
man who molested and beat to death his 
stepdaughter, Nixzmary Brown. That case 
achieved national attention.

“Everyone seems to fail to remember that 
child molesters are the most abused forgot-
ten victims,” Schwartz explained. “99 per-
cent of the time they were viciously abused 
and they never got care. They’re child abuse 
victims who have languished their whole 
lives... There’s no rachmones (pity) for these 
people who are the ultimate victims. People 
forget to remember that.”

Still dangerous

More Sabo victims revealed

Photo by Michael Orbach

Sabo’s family members standing in 
the court hallway. 

M
ay

 7
, 2

01
0 

 2
3 

IY
A

R
 5

77
0 

  T
H

E 
JE

W
IS

H
 S

TA
R

6

37
22

89

185 W. Sunrise Hwy
Freeport, NY

877-443-3829
southshoreporsche.com

CAYENNE CLEARANCE!

Tax & MV fees add’l.   DMV Fac #7082126.

WE HAVE YOUR CAYENNE
2010 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4-Dr Tiptronic White/Black, Auto, 0 miles. $59,740 SPECIAL $58,000

2009 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4dr Crystal Silver Metallic, Auto, 8k miles. $67,900 SPECIAL $59,000

2009 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4-Dr S Black/Black, Auto, 10k Miles. $69,900 SPECIAL $59,000

2009 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4-Dr GTS 6 Speed Nordic Gold Metallic, 250 miles. $91,950 SPECIAL $81,900

2008 Porsche Cayenne AWD 4-Dr Tiptronic Meteor Grey Metallic, Auto, 38k miles. $44,900 SPECIAL $43,900

2006 Porsche Cayenne 4-Dr Titanium Edit. Tiptronic Black/Black, Auto, 31k miles. $43,900 SPECIAL $44,900

2005 Porsche Cayenne 4-Dr Turbo Tiptronic Black/Black, Auto, 63k miles. $42,900 SPECIAL $41,900

ALL PORSCHE APPROVED PRE-OWNED CAYENNES

V6 ENGINE • V8 ENGINE • TWIN TURBO

$32,999 TO
$67,900
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ohkaurh ouka ukta
“Pray for the Peace of  Jerusalem”

THE BATTLE FOR JERUSALEM  
NEVER ENDS
But today’s battle is not being waged, 
as so many before, with catapults or 
cannon. Those who now seek to tear 
Jerusalem apart do so in editorials 
and op-eds, in lobbying meetings, 
and in White House conversations. 
They urge President Obama to impose 
a peace plan that includes the 
redivision of the Holy City, asserting 
that “everyone knows” that this is 
what must be done. That assertion  
is false.

THE JEWISH BOND WITH JERUSALEM  
IS DEEP
 A recent poll found that 84% of 
Israelis opposed the redivision of 
Jerusalem because, they said, doing 
so would lead to further con!ict.1

 Another poll found that 61% of 
American Jews opposed the redivision 

of Jerusalem, even in the context  
of a "nal peace deal with  
the Palestinians.2

A FUNDAMENTAL TRUTH 
Jerusalem is at the core of Jewish 
theology, history and identity.
 King David "rst made Jerusalem  
his capital 3,000 years ago. It has 
remained the focus of our yearning 
and prayers ever since. 
 From 1948 to 1967, under Arab 
rule, Jews were kept out of the Old 
City, denied worship at the Western 
Wall, and even denied access to our 
ancient cemeteries. Synagogues and 
other holy sites in the Old City were 
destroyed.
 Under Israeli control, Jerusalem’s 
religious diversity has !ourished. 
Pilgrims of all faiths visit safely. 
Mosques, even those built on the 
mount where our Temple once stood, 

operate freely under Muslim religious 
oversight. This status quo is surely 
more desirable than any speculative 
new “international regime.” 

WE COMMEND PRESIDENT OBAMA for 
rejecting recent calls to put forward 
an American peace plan, and for his 
clear recognition that “peace cannot 
be imposed from the outside, it must 
be negotiated directly” by Israeli and 
Arab leaders.
 
WE COMMEND PRIME MINISTER  
NETANYAHU for his staunch defense 
of the unity of Jerusalem and the 
rights of the Jewish People in our 
eternal capital.
 
WE PRAY that God will spread His 
canopy of peace over all His people 
Israel, and over Jerusalem.
 

1 Jerusalem Post poll published April 14, 2010    
2 American Jewish Committee Survey of American  
  Jewish Opinion 2010

On Wednesday, May 12, as we celebrate Yom Yerushalayim—
the 43rd anniversary of Jerusalem’s reuni"cation—the Orthodox Union calls on the community to  

dedicate our thoughts  to Israel’s security and welfare,  
intensify our prayers  

to the Almighty, and increase our study of His Torah.
We also ask you to be an advocate for Jerusalem. 

Visit www.ou.org/jerusalem 
to sign an online petition to President Obama.

 

Stephen J. Savitsky, President; Rabbi Steven Weil, Executive Vice President
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Submit your shul or organization’s events or shiurim to jscalendar@thejewishstar.com. 

Deadline is Wednesday of the week prior to publication.

May 6 & 
May 12
Pre-Shavuot lectures
DAVIS RENOV STAHLER YESHIVA HIGH SCHOOL FOR 
BOYS, located at 700 Ibsen Ave. in Woodmere, will 
be hosting its annual Pre-Shavuot Lecture Series 
for men and women. Thursday, May 6th, Rabbi 
Mordechai Willig, Rosh Yeshiva and Rosh Kollel at 
Yeshiva University, and Rav of the Young Israel of 
Riverdale, will give a shiur on the topic of “The 
Mitzvah of Chinuch.” Wednesday, May 12th, Rabbi 
Eli Mansour will speak about “Kabalat Hatorah: 
The Blueprint of Creation.” Lectures take place at 
9 p.m., followed by Ma’ariv.

May 6
History with singles
THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF YOUNG ISRAEL (NCYI) 
will present a program for singles 35-and-older in 
New York City at 7:30 PM. “Remember the Past...
Connect to the Future” will take place at the 
Museum of Jewish Heritage, at 36 Battery Place 
in Manhattan. Attendees will enjoy a private tour 
of the museum followed by the program and a 
reception. Space is limited. The cost is $54 per 
person; advance paid registration is required. 
Register online at https://www.youngisrael.
org/secureContent/signup.cfm/63/Singles_JMu-
seum or mail check payable to “Young Israel 
Programs” to National Council of Young Israel 
at 111 John Street, Suite 450, New York, New York 
10038. For more information, call Rebbetzin 
Judi Steinig at (212) 929-1525 x100 or email at 
jsteinig@youngisrael.org.

May 6 & 
May 13
Shalom Aleichem
THE FIVE TOWNS JCC, located at 207 Grove 
Avenue in Cedarhurst, presents Dr. Annette 
Labovitz giving two classes about the stories 
of Shalom Aleichem: “Tevya the Milkman” (May 
6) and “The Railroad Stories” (May 13) at 10 a.m. 
There is a $30 fee for the two classes. To register 
please call Sheryl at (516) 569-6733 x 222 or 
email sheryl.wyszkowski@fi vetownsjcc.org

May 9
Singles night
POP LOUNGE, at 14 East 58th St. in Manhattan, will 
hold a Jewish Singles Night for singles between 
the ages of 21-31. The event will be hosted by 
Aaron Ellnor, “The Dating Wingman.” Cost is $35 
pre-order and $40 at the door. For more informa-
tion contact TheDatingWingman@gmail.com

May 10
Yom Yerushalayim 
lecture
THE STELLA K. ABRAHAM HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS, 
at 291 Meadowview Ave. in Hewlett, will hold the 
fi nal installment of its community-wide lecture 
series. Rabbi Meir Goldwicht, Rosh Yeshiva of Ye-
shiva University, will deliver a pre-Yom Yerusha-
layim lecture on the topic of “V’hanetzach Zoh 
Yerushalayim: Jerusalem Present and Future 

— Chazal’s Perspective.” The lecture begins at 
8:15 and is open to the public. 

May 11
OU wine & cheese
THE ORTHODOX UNION will host a wine and 
cheese tasting event for Orthodox singles be-
tween the ages of 22-28 at 7:30 p.m. at Congre-
gation Edmund J. Safra, located at 11 East 63rd 
Street in New York. Fee is $10. Call 212 613 8300 
for registration and more information.

Making marriage work
CHABAD OF THE FIVE TOWNS, at 74 Maple Ave. in 
Cedarhurst, will host Rabbi Daniel Schonbuch, 
noted lecturer and author of “First Aid For Jew-
ish Marriages.” Schonbuch, a marriage counselor 
who specializes in helping families and couples 
revitalize their relationships, will discuss “The 
Art of Communication” at 8 p.m. Go to www.
chabadfi vetowns.com for more information or 
call (516) 295-2478.

 

May 12
Sisterhood Supperette
THE SISTERHOOD OF CONGREGATION BETH 
SHOLOM, located at 390 Broadway in Lawrence,  
will host its annual supperette at 6:45 p.m. This 
year’s honorees are past presidents Susan Alon, 
Iris Maidenbaum, Faye Klausner, Tracie Shore, 
Flora Bienstock and Danielle Gill, being recog-
nized for their dedication to the Sisterhood and 
Congregation.  The program features dinner, an 
awards ceremony and and exciting fashion show 
presented by Danielle M and Uccelli. Couvert 
$54.00. Music by Shelly Lang. For further infor-
mation please call  the synagogue offi ce at (516) 
569-3600. 

JCC Fundraising Dinner
THE JCC OF THE GREATER FIVE TOWNS will hold 
its annual fundraising dinner at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Sephardic Temple, 775 Branch Boulevard in 
Cedarhurst. For further information call (516) 
569-6733. 

May 16
Holocaust memorial 
concert
The Lawrence Public Schools Academy of Fine 
and Performing Arts will present a Holocaust 
Memorial concert beginning at 6:00 p.m. The free 
concert will take place at Lawrence High School, 
at 2 Reilly Road in Cedarhurst. For more informa-
tion call (516) 295-7084.  

Conversos
THE SEPHARDIC TEMPLE, at 775 Branch Boulevard 
in Cedarhurst will host Professor Francesca 
Bregoli who will speak on the topic of “Blurred 
Identities: Conversos in The Early Modern Pe-
riod.” The talk will focus on forced conversions in 
the Iberian Peninsula and the challenges posed 
by the process of reversion to Judaism in the 
Sephardi community of Amsterdam. The program 
begins at 7 p.m. Refreshments will be served. 

May 19
The Ten Commandments 

Photos by Elizabeth Kirshenbaum

The girls of the annual Navah bakesale. To date, 
the bake sale has raised over $35,000 for the 
Israel-based organization that helps victims 
of Arab terrorism. Top row: Esti Zacharowicz 
and Rivkah Dienstag who ran the event. Bot-
tom row: Tami Muchnik, Miri Spiegel, Avigail 
Spiegel, Shayna Goldstein, and Tzipora Zions.
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and ice cream
CHABAD OF THE FIVE TOWNS, at 74 Maple Avenue 
in Cedarhurst, will hold a dairy luncheon and ice 
cream party. Shacharit begins at 10:00 a.m.; Ten 
Commandments read at 11:15 a.m., followed by 
the luncheon and ice cream.

May 23
Free Concert in Central 
Park
THE FREYER FAMILY 17TH ANNUAL ISRAEL DAY 
CONCERT IN CENTRAL PARK will take place Sun-
day, May 23, 2010, the 10th of Sivan 5770, at the 
Summer Stage in Central Park at 72nd St., rain 
or shine, following the Annual Salute to Israel 
parade. Admission is free. Talented performers 
from Israel and America will appear including 
Eitan Katz, Gershon Veroba, Dr. Meyer and Baruch 
Abittan, Pey Dalid, and Michael Ian Elias. The 
concert is presented in association with Young 
Israel Chovevei Zion, with special thanks to the 
National Council of Young Israel. The concert or-
ganizer is Dr. Joseph Frager; Chairpersons are Dr. 
Paul and Drora Brody; co-organizers are Meyer 
and Esther Chetrit and Jacqui and Tamar Ekstein. 
Republican National Committee Chairman 
Michael Steele will be the guest speaker; Deputy 
Speaker of the Knesset Danny Dannon will also 
appear, as will David Ha’Ivri, executive director 
of the Shomron Liaison Offi ce. To help defray 

the huge costs, contributors of $500 or more 
will be listed on the widely distributed concert 
poster, with a dedication to a loved one. For more 
information, call (917) 650-5623.

May 24
Blood Drive
THE BACH JEWISH CENTER, located at 210 Edwards 
Blvd. in Long Beach, will hold its fi rst annual TMD 
blood drive. Afternoon time.

May 26
Shalhevet dinner
SHALHEVET HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS holds its 
fi rst annual dinner, honoring Judy & Scott Wag-
man and Stacy & Robbie Zeitz. The dinner will 
be held at Temple Hillel, 1000 Rosedale Road 

in North Woodmere. For information call (516) 
224-0242.  

June 13
Bone Marrow Drive
BEIS HAKNESSES OF NORTH WOODMERE will hold 
a bone marrow drive in the shul at 649 Hungry 
Harbor Road in North Woodmere from 9:30a to 
6p. For information please call Ian Boczko at (917) 
705-6224 or email bknwbonemarrow@gmail.com

June 14
Introduction to 
Photoshop
THE JCC OF THE GREATER FIVE TOWNS, located 
at 207 Grove Ave. in Cedarhurst, will offer an 

“Introduction to Photoshop” class from 7-9 p.m. 
The fee for the course is $25.00. For information 
or to register call 516-569-6733 ext. 22. 
 

Shiurim
Monday
HALACHA SHIUR followed by a Parsha shiur by 
Rabbi Yaakov Feitman beginning at 9:00 PM 
at Kehillas Bais Yehuda Tzvi, 395 Oakland Ave., 
Cedarhurst.

Tuesday
SHIUR IN MAHARAL ON THE CHUMASH by Rabbi 
Eytan Feiner from 8:15 p.m. to 9:15 p.m. at Con-
gregation Kneseth Israel, 728 Empire Ave., Far 
Rockaway. 
 
PARSHA SHIUR by Rabbi Mordechai Sitorsky at 
Kehillas Bais Yehuda Tzvi, 395 Oakland Ave., 
Cedarhurst.

Thursday
VIDEO SIMULCASTS of weekly shiurim by Rabbi Eli 
Mansour and Rabbi Yissocher Frand at Kehillas 
Bais Yehuda Tzvi, 395 Oakland Ave., Cedarhurst. 
Rabbi Mansour at 7:45 p.m., Rabbi Frand at 9:00 
p.m. Weekly chaburot: 10:15 p.m., Ta’amei HaMitz-
vos: 11:00 p.m., Ma’ariv: 11:15. Chulent served.  

  ON THE

Calendar
Submit your shul or organization’s events or shiurim to jscalendar@thejewishstar.com. 

Deadline is Wednesday of the week prior to publication.

Photo by Jerry Meyer Studios

Kulanu honored its founding families Sunday at a breakfast at its Central Ave. headquarters, the Kulanu Center for Special Services in Cedarhurst. 10 years ago 160
families donated $10,000 each to create an organization for local families of children with special needs. Full caption with names online at thejewishstar.com.
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Prepare NOW For The Regents

Resnick
Reading Center Est. 1968

We treat 
each student 

as an 
individual.

Individualized Instruction For 
PSAT’s, SAT’s & SAT II’s

Tutoring In All Subject Areas
Regents Review In All Subjects

• Diagnostic Testing • Remedial Reading & Math • Speed Reading 
• Comprehension & Study Skills • Writing Skills • Gifted Program 

• Learning Disabilities Program • Phonics

• Prep For State Assessment Tests
• College Counseling & 

Preparation Of College Applications
• Individual Preparation For: 

GED (H.S. Equiv. Exam) & GRE’s, 
NTE’s MCAT’s, LSAT’s, RCT’s

All Certified Instructors
Day • Evening • Summer Sessions

Director - 
Diana Resnick Nahoum
M.S. In Reading, English & Education

516-374-5998

“Give the Gift of Learning”
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The unique design of Nantucket window shadings 
gently filters outside light for superior light control 

while blocking out harmful ultraviolet rays. Featuring 
seven fabrics and an expanded 3" vane size, Nantucket 

shadings are available in a wide variety of stunning 
fabrics and colors to fit any style. To transform natural 

light in your home, choose Nantucket window shadings.

one of the many beautiful bene!ts  
of Nantucket™ window shadings.

A soft warm glow…

© 2010 Hunter Douglas. 
® and ™ are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

New 3" Vane 
Size 

www.distinctivewindowfashions.com
Serving the Five Towns & Surrounding Areas Since 1988 • We do repairs

Lenny Koegel  • 516-594-6010



Photo by Christina Daly

Proud day for Touro 
College
On April 25, Touro’s Lander College 
for Men celebrated its 10th year with 
the ordination of 52 new rabbis. The 
celebration took place at The White 
Shul in Far Rockaway. 

Photos by Claudio Papapietro

Torah dedicated at  
Y.I. of Woodmere
Allen Rosenzweig, center, fi lls in a let-
ter on the new Torah at Young Israel 
of Woodmere on Sunday, April 18. The 
Torah was written in honor of Rosen-
zweig’s mother, Grace. Also pictured 
are Yerachmiel Rosenfeld, right, who 
came from Jerusalem to deliver the 
Torah, and Avrohom Schmidt. Bottom, 
Eric Lustig fi lls in a letter on the new 
Torah.
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 For over 120 years,

  Manischewitz has

  been a trusted

   brand providing fam-

ilies with delicious, premium kosher 

soups and many other specialty 

foods including matzo, macaroons, 

Tam Tam® crackers, noodles and 

gefi lte fi sh. When 

we decided to introduce a line 

of all natural, ready to serve 

broths, we started with a 

treasured family recipe and 

used only the fi nest ingredients 

                  to produce broths

  that were made   

 like homemade 

               to taste like homemade. 

We wanted our chicken and 

beef broths to set a new standard, 

so we started with real kosher 

chicken and beef, all natural spices

and vegetables and slow cooked 

them in small 

batches to 

guarantee

a superior product. 

All Manischewitz broths are

produced under the supervision 

of the     , the world’s most recog-

nized and respected kosher certify-

ing organization. The 

result is an all natural line of 

broths that delivers exceptional 

fl avor as the base for soups or as 

a key ingredient in your favorite 

recipes, including brisket, turkey, 

rice and gravy. 

For your added convenience, 

these delicious broths are packed in 

easy open cans 

and re-sealable, 

easy pour cartons,

and are available in 

Chicken, Beef and 

Reduced Sodium Chicken varieties.

New All Natural Manischewitz

Broths -- made like
homemade to taste 
like homemade. 

U

REINVENT THE MEAL 
WITH ALL NATURAL, READY TO SERVE

  MANISCHEWITZ BROTH.

Manufacturer’s Coupon  I  Expires 6/30/10  I  Not Subject To Doubling

Save 75¢
on any 32oz carton of
Manischewitz Broth

Retailer: The Manischewitz Co. will reimburse you for the face value of this coupon plus 8c handling, provided you and the consumer have complied with the offer terms. 

Coupons not properly redeemed will be void and held. Reproduction of this coupon expressly prohibited (any other use constitutes fraud). Mail to: The Manischewitz 

Co., CMS Dept. #72700, 1 Fawcett Drive, Del  Rio, TX 78840. Cash value 1/100 of a cent. Limit one coupon per product purchased. Coupon good only in USA.www.JewishAmericanHeritageMonth.us 

Manischewitz is a proud sponsor of

30
27

31

cx”s

-Vocabulary expansion
-Sentence structure
-Comprehension skills
-Speaking/listening and 
  test-taking strategies

Naomi Billauer ~ 516.374.2908

Are you prepared?
The Hebrew Regent is June 22.

 Our regent preparation addresses:
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By Zecharia Mehler
When I was fi rst given the go ahead to be-

gin work as the Jewish Star’s restaurant critic 
I found myself struggling to pick a restaurant 
for my inaugural review. Sure, there are doz-
ens of truly amazing restaurants in the New 
York area to choose from but that was exactly 
my problem. I needed something more than 
just another place to get a great steak fi let. I 
needed a restaurant that stands out amongst 
its peers as the kind of place that provides a 
dining experience rather than just serve as a 
place to grab a bite to eat. It was this search 
for individuality that brought me to Colbeh.

An Iranian friend who wanted me to sam-
ple some of her culture’s cuisine introduced 
me to Colbeh years ago. Back then Colbeh’s 
Manhattan restaurant was a small intimate 
location with no more than twelve tables. It 
was lit softly with candles and purple lights 
that emanated a gentle glow from runners 
along the ceiling. At the time Colbeh’s rela-
tive anonymity made for a quiet, almost pri-
vate meal. Since then Colbeh’s popularity has 
grown and so has the restaurant itself. Hav-
ing moved from its original location Colbeh 
has traded small and intimate for spacious 
and trendy. Walking into the new space at 32 
W. 39th Street, I immediately noticed the dif-
ference in ambiance. The décor is described 
by Colbeh’s interior decorator as a “romantic 
rustic style.” An illuminated bar runs almost 
the length of the lower level. Thick wooden 
doors bring a warm natural feel to the res-
taurant and a backlit glass wall, fi lled with 
high-end wines, provides a modern fl air. 

Now with over triple the capacity of the old 
restaurant, Colbeh has a full bar, private par-
ty room, second fl oor dining area, and even 
its own hookah lounge.

As soon as we sat down our waiter, Khalid 
and restaurant manager Simon approached 
us. “Would you like to order off menu or 
would you like us to bring you a selection to-
night,” Simon asked?

“Bring me whatever you think I should 
try,” I told him. This was a challenge that Si-
mon and Khalid responded to with enthusi-
asm, by creating each course as a meal unto 
itself. To start we were given a plethora of 
Middle Eastern appetizers. More traditional 
Persian dishes were also served like ghor-
meh-sabzi, an herbed stew that is often re-
ferred to as the national dish of Iran. Served 
over tahdig (crispy rice), ghormeh-sabzi is an 
elegantly fl avored amalgam of beans, herbs 
and beef. I personally love the dish, but my 
fellow diners all thought it was a more ac-
quired taste. Should you go to Colbeh I urge 
you to try it but, just in case you are looking 
for something a little simpler for the Ashke-
nazi palate, Colbeh also serves a stew called 
Gheimeh. It is made from lentils and braised 
beef and could be referred to as a gourmet 
Mediterranean cholent.

One thing to keep in mind as you eat is 
that though much of the food seems exotic, 
many of the dishes are Iranian versions of 
food that is very recognizable. For instance 
one of our appetizers, Gondi, described by 
the menu as chickpea and chicken balls, is 
essentially a Persian meatball. Gondi has a 

fantastic fl avor that is mildly reminiscent of 
hummus and pairs well when actually dipped 
in hummus. 

Our main course was a number of kebabs 
that Colbeh specializes in. The Joujeh ke-
bab, a lemon and saffron marinated chicken, 
stands out. It was moist, tender and delicious 
and paired beautifully with the dilled basma-
ti rice it came with. The Kebab Barg or cubed 
beef is a bit of a tougher cut of meat but it is 
so deftly seasoned that a little extra chewing 
is worth it. Especially note worthy is Colbeh’s 
Chilean sea bass kebab, which is simply one 
of the fi nest things I have ever eaten. 

Along with the move to the new location 
Colbeh, like many kosher restaurants, broad-
ened its menu to include sushi. While I know 
Persian cuisine and sushi are not necessarily 
a natural pairing, the sushi is of such a high 
quality as to justify the addition. Particularly 
good was the yellowtail and jalapeño and the 
spicy salmon, though they are not for those 
with a faint heart and delicate palate. After 
dinner we retired to the hookah lounge with 
its large leather couches and dim lighting to 
eat baklava, drink a jasmine black tea and 

smoke a refreshing mixture of lemon and 
mint hookah all of which were top notch. 

What makes Colbeh a great restaurant is 
not just the food, but that they create a con-
genial atmosphere for their customers. The 
waiters are polite, knowledgeable and very 
service-oriented — an attitude that is not 
a given at kosher restaurants today. As we 
dined I closely watched the tables around me 
to see what kind of service they were getting; 
each was doted on by its waiter. 

I will admit there is a piece of me that 
misses the intimate setting that Colbeh once 
occupied, but life is about growth and Colbeh 
has clearly grown, maturing in a way that 
makes it stand out in a city that is fi lled with 
high end kosher restaurants. In my opinion 
Colbeh is one of the fi nest kosher restaurant 
in New York and I would encourage anyone 
to experience it for him or herself.

Colbeh has locations in Manhattan, 
Queens, and Great Neck.

Zechariah Mehler specializes in marketing 
of kosher foods and is a staff writer for Kosher 
Today. Follow him on twitter @TheKosher-
Critic

The Kosher Critic

Best Persian food in NYC

Photos by Shalom Silbermintz

Moroccan cigars, Gondi and Ghormen Sabzi.
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All questions are real. Identifying details 
have been changed to preserve anonymity.

Dear Aviva,
I am 42 years old and am trying to get 

back together with my ex-girlfriend. She says 
that I have to straighten out my life fi rst. 
She’s referring to my fi nancial life.  

Why does she have to wait until I am suc-
cessful again in order to get back together 
with me? I know she is nervous because I 
am twice divorced with kids and am having a 
very hard time with fi nances now. But I have 
a lot of potential that was once actualized. I 
went to the best schools and worked at top 
fi rms.  

I was laid off once the economy went 
sour, and have been struggling ever since. 
My savings were depleted within the fi rst 
year. Lately, I am not able to keep up with 
my mortgage payments. I will probably move 
soon.

Despite this, I don’t think she has a valid 
reason to break-up a great relationship. We 
were so good together. She saw what an awe-
some father I am and how well I treated her. I 
was ready to marry her. How can I persuade 
her to get back together?

-Heartbroken

Dear Heartbroken,
Whew! There is a lot going on in your let-

ter! There is even more that is (convenient-
ly?) not going on in your letter.

I am limited in my advice to you because 

you’ve limited your words. There are many 
holes in your letter. Let’s try to fi ll them.

What were your fi rst two marriages like? 
It is possible that you married a woman who 
hurt you emotionally, physically or psycho-
logically? If so, it is even more likely that you 
married this sort of specimen a second time. 

If this resonates with you, you must take a 
big break from dating and, with guided help, 
learn to identify the warning signs of an 
abuser. If this is not the case, keep reading:

How did two marriages deteriorate under 
your watch? What have you done to ensure a 
lasting union in the future?

It is possible that the third time’s the 
charm (I have seen some decent third mar-
riages). However, it would behoove both you 
and Miss Right III to fi rst go over your pre-
vious marriages with a fi ne-toothed comb. 
Where were you directly responsible for neg-
ativity? Did you show appreciation? Did you 
pull your own weight by actively contributing 
to household chores and childcare? Did you 
accept your wives’ infl uence? Were you posi-
tive and did you try to have fun with your 
spouse?

When something bothered you, did you 
bring it up directly, or did you let it fester and 
brew? When you argued, did you lay blame 
or accuse? Were you sarcastic or, worse, did 
you stonewall? (Stonewalling is when one 
spouse “drops out” of a discussion or argu-
ment by not responding or even gesturing to 
the other for a lengthened period of time.)

Correct your old bad habits by practicing 
the better habits on those around you. If your 

friend upsets you, address it promptly and 
properly. If you notice that your sister is sad, 
ask her what’s going on and see if you can 
help with anything.  

It sounds like you are eager to have com-
panionship again. Keep in mind that you 
must be a full half in order to be part of a 
whole.

Look at your life today. What are you 
lacking as an individual? How can you close 
those gaps? The most glaring gap that I see 
in your letter is your fi nancial situation.  It’s 
time to put your love life on the back burner 
and instead, salvage your credit score. You 
are unemployed with a stellar resume. Are 
you actively seeking work? Are you trying 
to land a job? You don’t mention that at all. 
You are just trying to get a girlfriend. This is 
not the time to pursue anything other than a 
paid position in an honest setting. This is not 
time for self-pity, nor is it time for fl owers 
and romance. You need to be able to support 
yourself before you bring anyone else into 
the picture. It is highly selfi sh to be focused 
on a wife-hunt if you are not doing your best 
to be a stable future-husband. 

Granted, many people are never fi nan-
cially stable yet still deserve a stable love life. 
Are they any more deserving than you? Those 
who are perpetually attempting to stabilize 
their income and fi nances are more worthy 
of companionship. One must be responsible 
enough to be a spouse.

If my words are compelling you to scribble 
all over my column, allow me to redirect you: 
Your kids have witnessed two divorces from 

their father. One divorce is extremely trau-
matic. It’s best not to expose children to trau-
ma unless it is necessary. You may be setting 
yourself up for disaster (a.k.a. a third major 
trauma) by pursuing an unrequited interest. 
She may do a complete 180° once you are on 
your feet again. Even if not, you will be in a 
strong position again and, more likely, to be 
able to be part of a healthy relationship.

David Weinberg, co-founder of “Parnassa-
fest,” recommends milking social media for 
all it’s worth. Meaning, join Facebook, Twit-
ter and LinkedIn. Brand yourself like crazy 
and spread the word that you are available 
for hire to anyone and everyone. Also, don’t 
be ashamed to interview at places that you 
may think are beneath you. In this economy, 
many workers are overqualifi ed for their 
tasks. Use every muscle that you have to 
bring in some dollars. Tutor, do per diem 
work, consult, lecture, coach a high-school 
sport, etc. Squeeze every penny that you 
have. Leave the car keys home when you 
could walk. There is no shame in redeeming 
your bottles at fi ve cents a pop.

Work on your resume, fi nd the resources 
available out there (the OU, Yeshiva Darchei 
Torah offers vocational courses, Parnassafest 
has networking events for free), and go get
‘em, tiger!

Aviva Rizel has received her Master’s in 
marriage and family therapy from Hofstra 
University and sees couples, families and indi-
viduals. She can be reached at avivarizel.mft@
gmail.com.

Ask Aviva

Heartbroken and broke 
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DAY CAMP

Our plans for the 

summer are set.

Are yours?
Our plans for the 

summer are set.

Are yours?
First-rate sports activities 
and instruction

All buses are air-conditioned

Full day toddler and pre-school 
camp experience

Gla! Kosher teen travel camp

Fabulous o"-campus day trips Weekly packages available

Premier swimming 
facility and program

New WOW! program

516-569-3370   Ext. 101
www.hilleldaycamp.org
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Ahmadinejad is not a lunatic. He is not 
crazy. He is not insane. He is not a 
madman driven by hatred.

Ahmadinejad is a cunning, calculating, 
very precise and gifted leader. And it would 
behoove us all to see him as he is and not 
throw up our hands or shake our heads and 
mutter about what a nut he is. To discount 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and consider him 
to be merely a madman, a crazed lunatic, is 

to misunderstand his 
enormous power. To 
consider his behavior 
impulsive and erratic is 
to miscalculate his far 
reaching infl uence.

An insane person, 
certainly an insane 
leader, is a danger pri-
marily because the ac-
tions of that person are 
unpredictable. A cal-
culating tyrant is even 
more dangerous.

The president of 
Iran makes no move 
without fi rst evaluating 
its impact and ascer-
taining that that move, 

small or large, fi ts in with his larger objective. 
In many ways there is a striking, bone chill-
ing similarity between the leadership styles 
of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Adolf Hitler. 
Both men chose to use a calculated populist 
message as the vehicle through which they 
achieved their larger objective.  For Hitler it 
was mass extermination of Jews, for Ahma-
dinejad it is attacking Jews, attacking Israel 
and terrorizing the world.

Ahmadinejad came to the United Nations 
to plead his case. He wants free, unhampered, 
access to nuclear energy. His public stance, 
the device he uses to make his point cogent is 
to stand on principle and take a stand against 
nuclear weapons. 

Attacking Israel is one of the ways in 
which he makes his point. The Ahmadinejad 
argument is two pronged.  It goes like this: 

Part I: Iran does not have nuclear weapons 
and the West is trying to prevent Iran from 
acquiring too much nuclear independence. 

And yet Iran signed the Nuclear Non-Prolifer-
ation Treaty. Israel both has nuclear weapons 
and has not signed the treaty. He concludes 
with the question: How fair is that?

Part II: Iran wants access to nuclear energy 
and, like every other country, they have the 
right to pursue that access - and who is the 
United States to challenge that argument.

Ahmadinejad recently hosted a confer-
ence in Tehran entitled “Nuclear Energy For 
All, Nuclear Weapons for None.” Sixty na-
tions attended, ten of them sent their foreign 
ministers as representatives. In comparison, 
Obama hosted a Nuclear Conference where 
forty-seven nations were in attendance. The 
Iranian conference was a set-up for Ahma-
dinejad’s appearance at the United Nations, 
it set the stage for his claim and gave him 
round the world access.

The Iranian leader was not in attendance 
at the United Nation to appease. He was 
there to attack.  The goal is not to convince 
the United States and Germany, the goal is to 
convince the masses, the unaligned masses. 

“We should not offer ways to obtain their 
trust as Iran abides by the international law 
and acts within its framework,” Ahmadine-
jad said. “Iran is committed to international 
regulations” while the West and Israel “have 
stockpiled nuclear weapons, have used them 
and are monopolizing them, are not seeking 
to build trust.” 

Ahmadinejad’s proposal includes two 
items, “disarmament and peaceful use of nu-
clear energy.” His stated objective is to spon-
sor nuclear technology around the world and 
to break the US stronghold.

Once again, the Iranian leader has entered 
the lion’s den and left unscathed. Once again, 
he delivered his message loud and clear and 
in so doing, empowered his supporters.

The West has no idea how strong the mes-
sage of Mahmoud Ahmadinejad resonates 
throughout the world.  He is by no means a 
madman. He is a very dangerous tyrant.

 
Micah D. Halpern is a columnist and a so-

cial and political commentator. Read his latest 
book THUGS. He maintains The Micah Report 
at www.micahhalpern.com.

Not crazy, dangerous

Opinion

I’M THINKING

Micah D. Halpern

Photo by Mayer Fertig

Island Shul dinner goes to the videotape
Cong. Bais Ephraim Yitzchok in Woodmere helds its ninth annual dinner Sunday 
at Lawrence Country Club. As is the shul’s tradition, guests were entertained 
by a comedic video written and produced by David Galler and Mendy Ackerman. 
(from l-r) Shul President Menachem Kagan, honorees Zvi & Naomi Nachman, 
and Tova & Michael Fruchter, Rabbi Zvi Ralbag.
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Row A
By Dr. David Sussman

There is a perfect storm about to hit the 
Lawrence School District. This time you have 
the chance to divert its damages. Three seats 
are up for grabs as incumbents Blisko, Mar-
cus, and Sussman (ROW “A”), are preparing 
to hunker down for another three-year term. 
At the same time,  the Lawrence teachers’ 
contract is up for renegotiating. As some of 
you may remember, the last time the teach-
ers’ contract was up for renegotiating, the 
existing school board awarded a sweetheart 
contract with not even  as much as one min-
ute of extra teaching time for the children of 
the Lawrence School District. A repeat of this 
scenario, coupled with the fact that over 50% 
of the public school population is on free-or-
reduced lunch, which places these young-
sters in an at “risk situation” and in need 
of extra programs and extra teacher con-
tact time, will create a devastating fi nancial  
blow to the Lawrence School District. You, 
my friends, will be responsible for cleaning 
up the mess, by incurring huge tax increases 
and decreased services from the school dis-
trict.  Remember, even if budgets fail, labor 
will still get their raises.  

The opponents who label themselves as 
community-minded candidates for “Pride 

in Diversity”  are part of and are 
backed by the same folks who 
sued the district in federal courts 
saying,” the Orthodox were turn-
ing the public school system into 
a Yeshiva.” They argued that Na-
chum Marcus should not be per-
mitted to sit on the Board of Edu-
cation because he is a rabbi. They 
further argued that the Orthodox 
Jewish community is a cabal of 
anti-American values. That is their 
defi nition of community. Agree 
with them or leave. 

Today the incumbents,  Blisko, Marcus, 
and Sussman are part of an historic school 
board. We have followed a path that is edu-
cationally and fi nancially sound and, in many 
ways, innovative. We discovered that only 
approximately 40% of the minority children 
entering the fi rst grade could read. As a re-
sult our Board  instituted the ONLY full day 
Pre-K program on Long Island. Today, four 
years later, 96% of our kindergarten children 
read.  We tackled the question of increasing 
student contact time, within the limitations 
of  contractual obligations with our teach-
ers. With thoughtful and creative scheduling, 
students have 30 days of additional teaching 
time at the middle school, with no increase 
in costs. That has allowed 5th grade middle 

school students to add a world 
language and home and careers 
courses. With additional changes 
we will now be able to fully inte-
grate Academic Intervention Ser-
vices (AIS) with no loss of class-
room instructional time. 

Every aspect of the Lawrence 
School District physical plant is 
being improved: every gym is be-
ing updated; every fi eld is being 
refurbished; every building is be-
ing made handicap accessible; ev-

ery lab is being redone; every locker is being 
replaced; auditoriums are being air condi-
tioned; heating systems are being replaced;  
roofs are being repaired; and, much, much 
more, is being done, to the tune of $17 mil-
lion. And, what’s more, the taxpaying public 
did not have to sustain even the fi rst dollar to  
pay for these improvements! The proper and 
timely consolidation of under-utilized school 
buildings provided the revenue for these 
maintenance projects that were previously 
deferred for more than 30 years.   

How can our opponents argue that they 
are prepared to negotiate a teachers’ contract 
when they admit to never even reading the 
existing contract? Look at their friends and 
supporters. They talk of “community.” What 
sort of “community” do they support? Even 

the federal judge called their lawsuit frivo-
lous and those who brought it “nefarious.”  
Focus on that word “nefarious.” Asked to 
distance themselves from the lawsuit and its 
supporters, the opponents not only refused, 
but admitted they did not even care to read 
the lawsuit because they aligned themselves 
with those that  initiated it. With all that has 
been accomplished by this Board, the oppo-
nents continue to support those who pervert 
the truth and embrace the concept that Or-
thodox Jewish voters do not even have the 
right to participate in community school 
board decisions

My friends, this year there is much at 
stake. With three seats up for grabs and the 
negotiation of the $200 million teachers’ con-
tract on the agenda, every vote counts. So, 
do you vote for those who talk the talk but do 
not walk the walk? Or, do you vote for three 
dedicated individuals, Blisko, Marcus, and 
Sussman who are homeowners, parents, and 
proven incumbents who have demonstrated 
concern for an entire community by improv-
ing the educational opportunities of all com-
munity children, and the taxpaying public 
that supports the schools? I urge you to con-
sider that the devastation that could follow 
this perfect storm could cripple our commu-
nity for years to come. Vote Row “A,” Blisko, 
Marcus, Sussman. Every vote is needed. 

Opposing po

Dr. David 
Sussman

An incumbent and a challenger speak out before
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the Lawrence School District election on May 11. 
Row B
By Dr. Jay Silverstein

It is a great privilege to be welcomed by 
this publication and share my thoughts with 
its distinguished readership. I value that 
readers of The Jewish Star 
are highly engaged and con-
scientious stakeholders in the 
welfare of our community. 
I am also honored to speak 
on behalf of my two running 
mates, Nicole Di Iorio and An-
nie Reyes, who share in equal 
measure your readers’ dedica-
tion to this place we all call 
home. I am excited for the 
benefi t that will fl ow from the 
open dialogue as we tackle the 
challenges that affect us all.

I am the fortunate ben-
efi ciary of a Lawrence School District educa-
tion, the quality of which has allowed me to 
pursue my dream of a career in education, 
fi rst at Duke University then ultimately at 
Hofstra, where I earned my Ph.D. in School/
Clinical Psychology. The realm of education 
is not merely how I make a living; serving 
the needs of our children and ensuring the 
effective operation of our schools is where 
my devotion lies and my skills have been 

honed. Through experiences as 
a psychologist, teacher, build-
ing administrator, and central of-
fi ce director of special education 
and guidance, I have acquired a 
wealth of insight and knowledge 
regarding students, schools, and 

districts: how they 
succeed, why they 
sometimes don’t, 
and the means by 
which they become 
dynamic learning 
organizations.

I champion two guiding 
principles from which I will 
not waver. Foremost, I com-
mit to balance fi scal respon-
sibility with the educational 
imperatives of our students. 
This Board is to be lauded for 

its discipline in the practice of fi scal man-
agement. Lawrence has seen its way clear 
of contingency budgets and our school taxes 
have remained fl at. However, I am convinced 
that we must exercise the same impassioned 
commitment in preparing our children for 
the increasingly complex demands of the 
future. Vital educational initiatives, such as 
state of the art technological preparedness, 
remediation and support services for at-

risk students, gifted and talented 
enrichment programs, and 21st 
Century research training have 
withered in the absence of an 
overarching vision. For example, 
technology is an indispensable 
component of virtually every fi eld 
to which our children may wish to 
enter. Yet, the district has settled 
upon the elimination of the Direc-
tor of Technology, a position that 
provides invaluable leadership to 
students and faculty alike, the hir-

ing of which was the fi rst “Key Recommenda-
tion” offered by the taxpayer funded “Educa-
tional Technology Report.”

My second principle is guided by the rec-
ognition that our community comprises a 
rich tapestry of people, traditions, and points 
of view, and that we may have inadvertently 
lapsed into an under utilization of this valu-
able asset. Our nation and our Constitution, 
so brilliant and durable, is so because it was 
forged by many voices, each tempering and 
enhancing one another. As an educator I can 
attest there is no greater enrichment to a stu-
dent body than the bustle of ideas and per-
spectives that invariably accompany cultural 
exchange. When this resource is nurtured 
by an enlightened corps of educators and a 
dedicated community, possibilities become 

boundless. To ensure this outcome, I propose 
that the Board host town hall style meetings 
and panel discussions, practices used to great 
advantage in other districts. These public fo-
rums, separate from formal Board of Educa-
tion meetings, not only further the principle 
of community ownership, they expand the 
Board’s access to the insights and ingenuities 
of the people whose stake in the process is 
paramount. 

The public school system embodies many 
of the fi nest ideals of our remarkable nation 
and has long served as the bedrock upon 
which a healthy community is founded, and 
upon which it is certain to thrive. The Law-
rence school system remains one of the most 
vibrant educational establishments I have 
ever known, with every potentiality to rise 
even higher. With so much that we cherish 
riding on the wisdom of our collective judg-
ment, we are fortunate to be able to draw 
from such a deep well of histories, traditions, 
and accomplishments. Therefore, let us join 
as responsible stewards and pool our many 
voices, along with our insights, our imagina-
tions, our talents and, perhaps most impor-
tant, our good will. My name is Jay Silverstein 
and I, along with Nicole Di Iorio and Annie 
Reyes, wish to be your representatives on the 
Lawrence School Board, whom you can rest 
assured will always uphold these values.

 Dr. Jay 
SilversteinThe public 

school sytem 
embodies 
many of the 
fi nest ideals
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550 Willow Ave • Cedarhurst
516.791.1600

Fax 516.791.1605 37
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   The 
Paper Place
✘

Entrance on
Willow
Next to

Lazer Tile

10% off 10% off 
all tins!!!all tins!!!

Excluding 9X13 which is $0.19Excluding 9X13 which is $0.19

10%-30% off 10%-30% off 
select matching plates, select matching plates, 

napkins, and cupsnapkins, and cups

Over 20 solid colors Over 20 solid colors 
to choose from!!! to choose from!!! 

Over 150 different patterned Over 150 different patterned 
napkins to choose from!!!!napkins to choose from!!!!

S H A V U O S  S A L E

OHEL, JCC of the Greater Five Towns, SKA High School for Girls 
& DRS Yeshiva High School For Boys

SKA High School for Girls
291 Meadowview Avenue, Hewlett Bay Park

Tuesday, May 11, 2010 
at 7:30 PM

  How can I SUPPORT MY CHILD’S GROWTH 
and personal development?
  How can I maintain COMMUNICATION with 
my child’s yeshiva/seminary abroad?

  How can I e!ectively parent via a LONG-
DISTANCE RELATIONSHIP?

  When is HOMESICKNESS normal and when 
should I be concerned?

The
inYear

Israel
 BEFORE    DURING   AFTER

AND  PREPARING YOUR CHILD 
FOR ADULTHOOD

THROUGH A SPECIAL GRANT OF UJA-FEDERATION’S CARING COMMISSION PRESENT

Gain insight about 
your child’s Yeshiva or 
Seminary Experience at 

an informative Panel 
Discussion led by

RABBI YISROEL 
KAMINETSKY

Menahel of DRS Yeshiva High School 
for Boys

MRS. HELEN SPIRN
Principal of Stella K. Abraham 

High School for Girls

MR. BARRY HOROWITZ
LCSW-R

Coordinator OHEL’s Long Island 
Services

Also featuring recent Israel program 
alumni from local yeshivot and 

veteran parents to provide up-to-
date information on what to expect 

and what to watch out for.
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NO OTHER STORE IN TOWN”
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Eastside China
SPECIAL BRIDAL PACKAGES
SET OF 12  •  DINNERWARE  •  STEMWARE  •  FLATWARE  •  $379 – $499

NO
RIT

AK
E -

  R
IC

CI
 - 

KO
ST

A 
BO

DA
 - 

BE
RN

AR
DA

UD
 - 

SP
OD

E -
 VI

LL
ER

OY
 &

 BO
CH

 - 
YA

MA
ZA

KI
 - 

RE
ED

 &
 BA

RT
ON

 - 
KI

M 
SE

YB
ER

T NORITAKE -  RICCI - KOSTA BODA - BERNARDAUD - SPODE - VILLEROY & BOCH - YAMAZAKI - REED & BARTON - KIM SEYBERT 

FREE
GIFT

WITH DINNERWAREPURCHASE
WITH AD

nd us at eastsidechina.comnd us at eastsidechina.com

37
23

16



I hold no affi nity for the feline or canine 
species. Accordingly, incessant requests 
from  my kids that I purchase a dog or cat  

quieted over the years. This is not to say that 
the pestering has totally disappeared, but 
only the request for a dog or cat has for the 

most part  been muted.
Instead the children 

have turned their focus 
on a somewhat smaller 
and more contained 
animal, the hamster. 
Every year at about 
this time, the begging 
and yes, the tears, re-
surface  and requests 
to add a hamster to our 
family are renewed. 
The politicking is so in-
tense that my wife and 
I call this time of year 
and the ensuing cajol-
ing “the New Hamster 
Primary.”

For the past several 
years, I have been able 
to withstand the pres-

sures to purchase the rodent, but this year 
I folded. I drove down to the pet store, chil-
dren in tow, and selected what I was assured 
would be the cleanest, easiest to care for, 
and most  docile hamster. The hamster had 

a price tag of only $16, but by the time I left 
the store with all of the contraptions includ-
ing the plastic cage, complete with the spin-
ning wheel, and enough hamster food to last 
a lifetime, I was in for 100 bucks.

The salesperson, who I is the only human 
being who knows less about hamsters than I 
do, convinced me that female hamsters are 
calmer than male hamsters. That is the rea-
son, she explained, why I should purchase a 
female hamster, and the reason why the store 
only sells female hamsters. After spending a 
week with the hamster we named Molly, I am 
convinced that the reason they sell no male 
hamsters is that Molly ate all of them.

Molly bit every thing and person that 
came her way. At night, we would hear her 
trying to bite her way out of her cage; ev-
ery time my children tried to feed Molly, 
their fi ngers became her chomping grounds. 
I called the pet store to inquire as to whether 
all of this biting was normal. I was told that 
we needed to “establish a relationship” with 
Molly, to get to know her better, to warm up 
to her and she, in turn, would warm up to 
us. I will not claim that I’m the busiest man 
in the world. But spending quality time with 
the hamster in an effort to develop a deeper 
cosmic relationship with said hamster, is not 
on my list of priorities. Heck, I’m trying to 
develop a deeper relationship with my wife, 
children, and friends.

Nevertheless I found myself talking to 
Molly as one would speak to a newborn in-
fant. There was no response. I fed her let-
tuce, carrots and celery and  her response 
was to bite more. A week later, with full en-
dorsement of the very children that wished 
this demon into our home, I returned Molly 
to the pet store.  I placed Molly’s cage on the 
store counter, looked the cashier straight in 
the eye and said: “She is possessed.”

They took Molly back and actually wanted 
me to place her back with all the other ham-
sters. I declined but suffi ciently scared the 
employees into believing that Molly was feral. 
Three employees fought amongst themselves 
as to who would have to place Molly back 
in the pen. Finally, one fellow put on thick 
construction gloves, hoisted Molly out of the 
plastic cage I purchased and placed her back 
in her original unnatural habitat. The fi rst 
thing she did was bite the other hamsters in 
the cage.

To my chagrin, I still see Molly’s face al-
most two weeks after she was returned. A 
little, biting, annoying face somehow still 
fl ashes before me as I walk into our living 
room where she once resided. I fear I am 
now prejudiced against all hamsters since it 
is Molly’s face I always see.

We tend to judge others by the face they 
present to us. And it is based on the face that 
we display that we will be known.

I walked into shul last Shabbos and saw a 
friend of mine. En route to say good Shabbos 
to him I passed an elderly gentleman whom 
I had never seen before. He had sunken eyes 
and barely a hair on his head. On the way 
back to my seat, I extended my hand and 
wished  the stranger a good Shabbos. I asked 
him if he was new to our neighborhood. He 
shook my hand and said “David,  I guess you 
don’t recognize me.’’

He was a friend of mine who had been 
away for six months for cancer treatments. 
When I looked at him I did not recognize 
him. It was only when he smiled that I real-
ized that this was the man I davened for, for 
the last six months. His smile was unmistak-
able; as effervescent as ever. It was his signa-
ture smile which immediately identifi ed him 
to me. It was a smile that had not changed 
despite his illness which, I understand, thank 
G-d , bli ayin horah, is being managed. It was 
a smile that defi ned who he is.

So we all have a choice as to how we will 
be known and how we will be perceived. We
all have a choice as to which face will de-
fi ne us. Smiling seems to be the wisest choice 
even if it might not be the easiest.

David Seidemann is a partner with  the 
law fi rm of Seidemann & Mermelstein.  He 
can be reached at (718) 692-1013  and at 

ds@lawoffi cesm.com

The New Hamster Primary

Opinion

FROM THE OTHER 
SIDE OF THE 

BENCH

David Seidemann
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Every year, 18,000 Jews from around the world immigrate 

to Israel. But what they have in common is the desire to live openly 

as Jews, fi nd economic opportunity, and return to the homeland of 

their people.

That’s why UJA-Federation supports aliyah programs, not only 

helping more than 3 million Jews make it to Israel since 1948, but also 

ensuring they made it in Israel by helping to provide Hebrew classes, 

job training, and housing.

Supporting aliyah. Just one of the many services UJA-Federation 

makes possible to care for, connect, and inspire the Jewish community 

here in New York, in Israel, and around the world. To learn more and 

to make a difference, visit www.ujafedny.org.

Bringing Jewish values to life.

Amazing, isn’t it, how a place 
you’ve never been before can 

still feel like home.

www.ujafedny.org

1-866-UJA-FED1Look next week to learn yet another way UJA-Federation is making a di! erence.

Models used for Illustrative purposes only.
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Opinion
Editorial

If it ain’t broke, don’t fi x it
W ith the contract of the powerful and 

belligerent teacher’s union up for re-
newal this year, we could merely be 

experiencing calm before a storm, but at 
this moment in the annals of the Lawrence 
School District, it feels like we’ve turned a 
corner. 

The virulent, hateful tone that marred 
several District 15 school board election 
campaigns in the past did not re-emerge. 
When the polls open on Tuesday, May 11, 
the two slates of candidates who face off 
will have conducted a largely uneventful 
and respectful campaign.

This is emphatically not to say that this 
election is unimportant — it is very impor-
tant. In fact, it demands the attention of all 
voters in the district. 

We urge everyone eligible to vote, to do 
so, and to grant incumbents Solomon Blis-
ko, David Sussman and Nahum Marcus an-
other term. 

We are not averse to throwing out incum-
bents (see: Albany, almost everybody), but 
the current board is doing a fi ne job. Par-
ticularly with the teachers’ contract coming 
up, we want them to continue, and cement 
their accomplishments in the responsible 
raising and spending of tax dollars, running 
a solid educational program and making 
physical improvements to the schools. 

In addition, we offer specifi c thoughts 
about the challengers. 

First, we sincerely commend and appre-
ciate the overall tenor of the campaign con-
ducted by Jay Silverstein, Annie Reyes and 
Nicole Di Lorio. True disagreements remain 
over how the school system is run, but the 
challenge was conducted in a spirit of com-
munity cooperation. 

Dr. Silverstein is well suited to be a board 
member. He is a professional educator with 
experience in District 15. However, he re-
cently parted ways with the district under 
unpleasant circumstances and is currently 
suing. It seems to us that this was just the 
wrong time for him to be a candidate. 

Nicole Di Lorio seemed a nice person and 

we respect her wish to serve. But she brings 
no real experience, and no reason to turn 
aside a current trustee in her favor. 

Annie Reyes, former head of the Five 
Towns Community Center, has experience 
that would facilitate board service. Black 
and African American students make up a 
large percentage of the student body and 
arguably deserve a representative of their 
own. But our original point stands. The 
current board is doing a fi ne job, has done 
nothing, in our view, which warrants their 
replacement, and with the teachers’ con-
tract coming up, it is in the community’s 
best interest to have fi scal conservatives at 
the bargaining table. The last contract, ab-
surdly rich, was handed to the union on a 
silver platter. We are still paying for it. 

The current board has proposed a bud-
get with a tax levy increase of 4.9 percent 
for the 2010-11 school year, citing expected 
declines in state aid. We recommend voters 
adopt their plan. 

New Yorkers had a close call this week 
when a terrorist placed a car bomb in 
Times Square. Through siyata d’shmaya 

a disaster was averted, and thanks to quick 
work by the NYPD and the FBI, a suspect, 
Faisal Shahzad, was swiftly apprehended. 
Other arrests have been made overseas as 
well. 

We were glad to learn that Shahzad, an 
American of Pakistani descent, is coopera-
tively admitting all, reportedly providing 
valuable information. 

We feel overwhelming relief that his evil 
plan failed, but also feel great anger that he 
would have undertaken it at all. 

He is a terrorist, clearly an enemy com-
batant, and we urge the Obama adminis-
tration to restrain itself from its misguided 
tendency to treat him as a common crimi-
nal, with all rights accorded thereof. In-
stead, when all the information he holds 
has been obtained by investigators, we urge 
that Shahzad be returned to Pakistan expe-
ditiously. For burial. 

Letters to the editor
Caterer weighs in on 
‘Booze brawl’

To the Editor:
Mezza on the Green would like to 

set the record straight concerning an 
article in the April 30, 2010 issue of 
The Jewish Star, ‘Liquor lockdown: 
booze brawl at Lawrence Coun-
try Club kosher events.’ Mezza has 
the only liquor license at Lawrence 
Country Club. There has been an 
ongoing dispute with one kosher ca-
terer, Chap a Nosh, over payment to 
Mezza for the catered affairs Chap a 
Nosh conducts and for charges for li-
quor. Despite the impression given in 
your article, Mezza never had issues 
with Mauzone regarding the cost or 
use of liquor. Your article incorrectly 
states Mauzone reportedly left Law-
rence Country Club with respect to 
liquor issues with Mezza. We were 
never advised by Mauzone regarding 
any issues they had with us. We sug-
gest the Jewish Star confi rm with the 
Village of Lawrence and with Mau-
zone the true reason why Mauzone 
left before hastily publishing that in-
formation.  

It is only recently that Mezza was 
compelled to hire security guards 
to protect Mezza’s liquor license for 
monies Mezza alleges Chap a Nosh 
owes, and continues to owe, for af-
fairs conducted.  Additionally, Chap 
a Nosh has allowed its customers to 
bring liquor onto the premises with-
out legal authority or permission of 
Mezza. Chap a Nosh is well aware 
of the legal requirements. The Jew-
ish Star is welcome to view a secu-
rity tape of Chap a Nosh’s customers 
sneaking liquor into the premises for 
a recent affair after Mezza’s employ-
ees left the premises. 

This underhanded and illegal ac-
tivity jeopardizes Mezza’s liquor li-
cense by exposing Mezza to potential 
liability in the event of injury caused 
by anyone being served liquor on the 
premises. Mezza is the only entity re-
sponsible for violations of the state 
liquor law, regardless of which cater-
er is running an affair at the Coun-
try Club. Therefore, Mezza must be 
in control of and supervise the con-
sumption of alcohol at the Country 
Club at all times.

Unfortunately, the Village au-
thorities have been slow to deal with 
these issues. Bringing liquor illegally 
into the premises by Chap a Nosh’s 
guests left Mezza with no choice but 
to hire security at a great expense to 
Mezza to insure that the law is not 
broken. In accordance with the state 
liquor law, any customer of Chap a 
Nosh that desires to have liquor at 

their event at the Country Club must 
make separate contractual arrange-
ments with Mezza. In the meantime, 
Mezza will continue to monitor af-
fairs until the issues are satisfactorily 
resolved.

Finally, we would like to advise 
you that Frank and Robin Cristo, 
owners of Mezza on the Green, are 
highly respected in the Jewish com-
munity. The Cristo’s were recent hon-
orees by Kulanu at its annual dinner 
dance. Furthermore, Frank Cristo was 
named an Angel of Ohr Torah for his 
dedicated services when Rabbi Jun-
greis was alive. Frank Cristo contin-
ues to provide services on a regular 
basis to the Rebbetzin Jungreis.    

                                            
Frank Cristo

President, 
Mezza on the Green, Inc. 

Communities of the 
heart

To the Editor:
A special thank you to my fellow 

Columbusite, David Seidemann, for 
his thought-provoking and heart-
warming piece about my father, 
Rabbi David Stavsky, z”l. (What you 
build yourself lasts forever; April 23, 
2010).

While living in and enjoying all 
the convenience and comforts the 
Five Towns has to offer, Mr. Seide-
mann has given your readers an 
eye-opening perspective of the true 
mesiras nefesh of the pioneers in the 
American rabbinate and their con-
gregants who followed their lead in 
establishing wonderful smaller Or-
thodox communities “in the heart-
land.”

As aptly stated in the article, rab-
bis such as my father had little choice 
but to build what did not exist de-
spite overwhelming odds (i.e. beau-
tiful synagogues, modern mikvahs, 
day and yeshiva schools, reliable 
Vaads, eruvs, NCSY and Kollel) and 
defend and nurture Orthodoxy in 
their spare time.

If anything, my father’s mission 
for almost 50 years was to build To-
rah institutions that would always 
allow the Columbus Jewish commu-
nity to stand on its own and, at the 
same time, personalize yiddishkeit 
through a warm relationship with his 
kehilah and a young yeshiva boy like 
David Seidemann.

Kol Hakavod,
 

Averim Stavsky 
Woodmere
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With the annual observance of Yom 
Yerushalayim this Wednesday, May 12, this 
week’s essay will be a brief review of several 
works dealing with the history and legacy of 
Jerusalem. Ever the center of world attention 
and envy, the spiritual and political capital of 
our people has yet to see true peace. Whether 
it be a terrorist blast or a presidential screed, 
or a local member of Congress’s studied in-

difference, Jerusalem 
has seen the ire of most 
of the world since time 
immemorial.

When we were kids, 
both to save time and 
nurture our laziness, we 
would resort to reading 
Cliff Notes instead of 
the assigned novels and 
plays. Today, such con-
venient manual as the 
“Dummies” and  “Idi-
ot’s Guide” series have 
come to serve the same 
utilitarian purpose. 

The following guidebooks and brief histories, 
whatever their faults, do not fall into this cat-
egory. Each in their own way comes with a 
full-fl edged history of a troubled city and a 
geographical destination that would be the 
envy of any other city in the world today.

We start with my favorite, “Jerusalem: 
Footsteps Through Time” (Feldheim 2009), 
a book that consists of 10 Torah-based study 
tours of the Old City.

Truth be told 
from the outset, 
this volume is not 
just a guidebook 
with details. It is a 
fi rst-class history 
and geography les-
son of Jerusalem 
formatted into a 
guidebook for your 
learning pleasure. 
Even if you were 
never to visit Jeru-
salem, this book can 
serve as a surrogate 
guide to all of the 
important historical 
and religious holy 
sites made famous 
by the events of our 
Biblical and post-
Biblical past.

Within these 10 
tours are the whole 
panorama of the 
events and person-
alities of antiquity 
through the middle 
ages and our own 
times. Events such 
as the churban to 
the Six-Day War 
and the bravery 
of our troops, the 
shofar blasts at the 
newly liberated Ko-
tel by Rabbi Shlomo 
Goren, zt”l, are all brought together for us 
to read and appreciate the sacredness of this 
city of the faith that has preserved its memo-
ry through these past 2,000 years of exile.

This book is  published in a handy, pocket-
sized format that can easily serve as a com-
panion on your trips around Jerusalem. It is 
both attractive and user-friendly.

Florida native Ahron Horovitz is to be 
commended for his meticulous and skilled 
work in the presentation of this work. I trust 
that at some point during my upcoming visit 
to Israel I will have the opportunity to meet 
him and to visit his City of David Institute to 
learn fi rst-hand of his excellent work at pre-
serving our national heritage.

The next book is titled, “Jerusalem: Por-
trait of the City in the Second Temple Period” 
(Jewish Publications Society, 2002). The au-
thor of the book is the distinguished Hebrew 
University scholar, historian and essayist, Dr. 
Lee Levine.

In this book, Levine details in text, pictures 
and clear prose the entire gamut of one of 
the most tumultuous periods of Jerusalem’s 
Jewish history.

As our ancient capital, a fact recognized 
by all the civilized world of that time, Levine 
goes into great detail in describing the po-
litical dynamics, both religious and political, 
that infl uenced the events of that era which 
eventually led to the destruction of the Tem-
ple and the Jewish presence in Jerusalem for 
the next 2,000 years.

Starting from the Persian era, leading 
through the rule of the Hellenic era, and ul-
timately the rule by Rome, Levine describes 
the various nuances that made for the mo-
tivations of individuals and nations during 
this long span of six centuries of our people’s 
history.

All strata of society are given their de-
scriptive due, each demonstrating how the 

human fault line of 
ego and religious fa-
naticism came to play 
a crucial role in the 
ruin of both a city and 
a civilization.

With the onset of 
the Three Weeks due 
to start early this year  
on June 29, this vol-
ume would make for 
some timely early sum-
mer reading. Given the 
ongoing centrality of 
Jerusalem in interna-
tional debate, fueled 
in no small measure by 
our own government, 
a good reading of this 
book would serves us 
by giving some great 
historical background 
material to serve as 
talking points on this 
most important of is-
sues facing us today.

I would like to con-
clude by just briefl y 
noting two works by 
Cambridge profes-
sor Simon Goldhill. 
His fi rst book is titled 
“The Temple of Jeru-
salem” and the second 
is “Jerusalem: City of 
Longing”. Both are 
published by Harvard 

University Press and feature detailed and 
scholarly histories of the holy city from a very 
dispassionate point of view.

While space doesn’t permit here a full crit-
ical treatment, if you want to learn the men-
tality behind the utter indifference of many 
to our claims to Jerusalem, a good reading of 
these two books will surely help you along.

The Kosher Bookworm

A Yom Yerushalayim tribute 
and review

Alan Jay Gerber
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“The Living Torah” is the late Rabbi Aryeh 
Kaplan’s translation of the Chumash. In addi-
tion to the standard divisions by chapter and 
parsha, Rabbi Kaplan z”l gave subtitles to the 
sections he divided by topics.

For the verses in 25:35-38, he entitled 
the section “Helping others.” In the context 
of helping the poor, giving loans, the phrase 
“v’chai imakh” appears, as does “v’chay 
achikha imakh.” He translates the former 
phrase “Help him survive,” and the latter as 
“and let your brother live alongside you.”

Many interpreta-
tions for these two 
phrases often focus on 
civil harmony and  con-
geniality, and perhaps 
learning how to treat 
a spouse, or a date, 
or simply how to be a 
mentsch towards oth-
ers in the game of life.

I have a different in-
terpretation based on a 
story I heard this week. 
Had I not met the person 
to whom this happened, 
I would not likely believe 
the story. The narrator 

who this story happened to said he could not 
believe how the story unfolded either.

“Last Sunday I was at a fi shing pier with 
my wife, along the boardwalk. I was feeling 
nauseous, but it was also hot, so I fi gured I’d 
go get a drink of water. I gave my wife my 
fi shing rod and went to get a drink, and I 
stopped on a bench just to collect myself.

“A stranger who was jogging came over to 
me and said, ‘You look terrible. I think you 
need to call an ambulance.’ I thought the guy 
was crazy. I said to him, ‘I’m feeling a little 
queasy, but I defi nitely don’t need an ambu-
lance.’”

“He said to me, ‘Look man. I’m an EMT 
and you have a cardiac condition. You’re 
sweating in a way that isn’t normal, and you 
need an ambulance to take you to the emer-
gency room.’”

“I argued with him for a couple of minutes 
until I let him convince me. I called the am-
bulance saying, ‘I’m on the boardwalk. This 
guy stopped to tell me I should call an ambu-
lance. I feel fi ne. But he’s an EMT. Can you 
please pick me up?’”

“They got there within a couple of min-
utes. My wife and I went to the ER together. 

I was totally fi ne fi lling out the papers. Then 
I said something to the nurse as she left the 
room. And that was the last thing I remem-
ber until Tuesday morning.”

“I got the feeling that there were many 
people around me, but I fl at-lined. I was on a 
ventilator for 24 hours. I woke up on Tuesday, 
and was in the hospital for three more days - 
came home on Friday, in time for Shabbos.”

And now he’s walking around telling the 
tale. At all of 35-years-old. Turns out he had 
a clogged artery, a condition doctors some-
times call “the widow maker.” Had he not 
been in the ER when he went into cardiac 
arrest he would be dead now.

I asked him, “So what does Eliyahu Hana-
vi look like?”

“He’s a good-looking black man who jogs 
on a board walk,” he answered.

This man, the jogger, lives the phrase 
“Vchai imakh,” - “help him survive.” He 
was jogging, he could have minded his own 
business, but he saw something, recognized 
something, and in a simple debate that last 
three minutes, he saved a man’s life. Did he 
have to? Was anything in it for him? No. The 
one who lives to tell the tale does not even 
know the name of his benefactor, nor any 
way in which to fi nd him and thank him.

Not all of us are EMTs or medical pro-
fessionals. We might not be so lucky to be 
in the life-saving business. But we can also 
fulfi ll “v’chai achikah imakh” - “and let your 
brother live alongside you.”

It’s not just about “letting” as much as it is 
about “teaching” or “helping” a person learn 
“how” to live.

Some people who go through experiences 
like this turn around and say “I was given a 
second chance. I am now going to take steps 
to do the things in my life I was meant to 
do but pushed off for another day. Life is too 
short for us to have regrets about the things 
we never got around to doing.”

With encouragement and the right kinds 
of inclusiveness, we can help others have 
experiences they might not otherwise have. 
Some of them follow the teaching that says 
we are to enjoy life. Others follow the school 
of thought that has us dedicating and devot-
ing ourselves to spiritual pursuits.

Whatever paths we take with our new-
found second chances, may they be experi-
ences of brotherhood as we truly learn how 
to live in the company of dear family and 
friends.

Parashot Behar-Bechukotai

Helping others to survive

Rabbi Avi Billet

Tasting at the 
Warehouse
Liquor and Wine Warehouse 
owners Gerry Aromin & Fer-
nanda Graca prepare wines 
for recent sampling. Tast-
ings are Thursdays from 4-
8 p.m. on Rockaway Tpke.

Photos by Penny Frondelli
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“The Living Torah” is the late Rabbi Aryeh 
Kaplan’s translation of the Chumash. In addi-
tion to the standard divisions by chapter and 
parsha, Rabbi Kaplan z”l gave subtitles to the 
sections he divided by topics.

For the verses in 25:35-38, he entitled 
the section “Helping others.” In the context 
of helping the poor, giving loans, the phrase 
“v’chai imakh” appears, as does “v’chay 
achikha imakh.” He translates the former 
phrase “Help him survive,” and the latter as 
“and let your brother live alongside you.”

Many interpreta-
tions for these two 
phrases often focus on 
civil harmony and  con-
geniality, and perhaps 
learning how to treat 
a spouse, or a date, 
or simply how to be a 
mentsch towards oth-
ers in the game of life.

I have a different in-
terpretation based on a 
story I heard this week. 
Had I not met the person 
to whom this happened, 
I would not likely believe 
the story. The narrator 

who this story happened to said he could not 
believe how the story unfolded either.

“Last Sunday I was at a fi shing pier with 
my wife, along the boardwalk. I was feeling 
nauseous, but it was also hot, so I fi gured I’d 
go get a drink of water. I gave my wife my 
fi shing rod and went to get a drink, and I 
stopped on a bench just to collect myself.

“A stranger who was jogging came over to 
me and said, ‘You look terrible. I think you 
need to call an ambulance.’ I thought the guy 
was crazy. I said to him, ‘I’m feeling a little 
queasy, but I defi nitely don’t need an ambu-
lance.’”

“He said to me, ‘Look man. I’m an EMT 
and you have a cardiac condition. You’re 
sweating in a way that isn’t normal, and you 
need an ambulance to take you to the emer-
gency room.’”

“I argued with him for a couple of minutes 
until I let him convince me. I called the am-
bulance saying, ‘I’m on the boardwalk. This 
guy stopped to tell me I should call an ambu-
lance. I feel fi ne. But he’s an EMT. Can you 
please pick me up?’”

“They got there within a couple of min-
utes. My wife and I went to the ER together. 

I was totally fi ne fi lling out the papers. Then 
I said something to the nurse as she left the 
room. And that was the last thing I remem-
ber until Tuesday morning.”

“I got the feeling that there were many 
people around me, but I fl at-lined. I was on a 
ventilator for 24 hours. I woke up on Tuesday, 
and was in the hospital for three more days - 
came home on Friday, in time for Shabbos.”

And now he’s walking around telling the 
tale. At all of 35-years-old. Turns out he had 
a clogged artery, a condition doctors some-
times call “the widow maker.” Had he not 
been in the ER when he went into cardiac 
arrest he would be dead now.

I asked him, “So what does Eliyahu Hana-
vi look like?”

“He’s a good-looking black man who jogs 
on a board walk,” he answered.

This man, the jogger, lives the phrase 
“Vchai imakh,” - “help him survive.” He 
was jogging, he could have minded his own 
business, but he saw something, recognized 
something, and in a simple debate that last 
three minutes, he saved a man’s life. Did he 
have to? Was anything in it for him? No. The 
one who lives to tell the tale does not even 
know the name of his benefactor, nor any 
way in which to fi nd him and thank him.

Not all of us are EMTs or medical pro-
fessionals. We might not be so lucky to be 
in the life-saving business. But we can also 
fulfi ll “v’chai achikah imakh” - “and let your 
brother live alongside you.”

It’s not just about “letting” as much as it is 
about “teaching” or “helping” a person learn 
“how” to live.

Some people who go through experiences 
like this turn around and say “I was given a 
second chance. I am now going to take steps 
to do the things in my life I was meant to 
do but pushed off for another day. Life is too 
short for us to have regrets about the things 
we never got around to doing.”

With encouragement and the right kinds 
of inclusiveness, we can help others have 
experiences they might not otherwise have. 
Some of them follow the teaching that says 
we are to enjoy life. Others follow the school 
of thought that has us dedicating and devot-
ing ourselves to spiritual pursuits.

Whatever paths we take with our new-
found second chances, may they be experi-
ences of brotherhood as we truly learn how 
to live in the company of dear family and 
friends.

Parashot Behar-Bechukotai

Helping others to survive

Rabbi Avi Billet

Tasting at the 
Warehouse
Liquor and Wine Warehouse 
owners Gerry Aromin & Fer-
nanda Graca prepare wines 
for recent sampling. Tast-
ings are Thursdays from 4-
8 p.m. on Rockaway Tpke.

Photos by Penny Frondelli



Daniel Levin is the author of “The Last 
Ember” (Riverhead) out this month in paper-
back. It tells the story of Jonathan Marcus, 
a former archaeologist, who discovers a vast 
world-wide conspiracy to erase every rem-
nant of Jewish and Christian presence from 
Jerusalem’s Temple Mount. He lives in Man-
hattan and is currently working on his second 
book, 

Michael Orbach: What has been the re-
action inside the Jewish community? 

Daniel Levin: Just after publication, Elie 
Wiesel’s review called the book “a much-
needed protest against historical revision-
ism.” A quote like that certainly brings out 
the community to book stores. It also gives 
my mother something to brag about. As an 
international thriller, “The Last Ember” is, of 
course, fi ction. But its topic — the dangers 
of archaeological destruction beneath the 
Temple Mount —  is quite real to the Jewish 
Community. My fi rst talk was at Congrega-
tion Beth Sholom in Lawrence. Two hundred 
people came. My wife turned to me and said, 
“Your book must be good after all.”  She only 
said that one other time, when the novel hit 
the New York Times bestseller list.

MO: What was the process of writing 
the book like? 

DL: I fi rst thought of the idea for “The Last 
Ember” while clerking on The Supreme Court 
of Israel. We discovered that the Waqf Au-
thority, an Islamic land trust that currently 
controls the Temple Mount, had dumped 
20,000 tons of archaeologically rich rubble 
into the valley of Kidron. We learned they 
were trying to erase any evidence of a Ju-

deo-Christian past.  I thought that would be 
a great thriller: “What if someone was trying 
to control not just the future, but the past.”  I 
started writing once back in the states at the 
law fi rm, and eventually, the research brought 
me to the rare books room of American Acad-
emy in Rome, the labyrinth beneath the Col-
osseum, and ultimately beneath the Temple 
Mount itself. 

MO: Who would win in a fi ght, your 
lead, Jonathan Marcus, or what’s-his-name 
from “The Da Vinci Code”?

DL: C’mon. Jonathan Marcus hands down. 
Robert Langdon would be out cold. True, 
Langdon’s a swimmer, but Marcus is fi fteen 
years younger, more passionate, and knows 
how to throw a punch. Marcus may be a 
Rhodes Scholar, but he went to City College. 
Doesn’t get tougher than that. Marcus gets in 
a fi st-fi ght on the scaffolding of the Colosse-
um, and he holds up pretty darn well.  

MO: Your bio says you received a JD 
from Harvard Law. Why leave the law fi eld 
for the life of a novelist? 

DL: Law’s a great preparation for fi ction. 
Writing a novel is a lot like writing a law brief. 
At its heart, “The Last Ember” is an argument, 
which is this: history is fragile as fi re, and 
whether it’s the Islamic excavations beneath 
the Temple Mount, or Achmanedinijad’s de-
nial of the Shoah — there are people who are 
trying to snuff its last ember out.  All the great 
thriller writers — Ludlum, Forsyth, Clancy — 
were driving at a single point in their novels. 
The Bourne series is about not letting the gov-
ernment tell you who you are. Le Carre was 
all about the heartlessness of spying. I wanted 
my readers to feel the fl ickering nature of his-
torical continuity -especially with regard to 
the richness of the Temple Mount’s legacy.  

MO: If you’re not using your JD, can I 
have it? 

DL: Sure. The price tag is 100k.
MO: Done. 

Q & A

Daniel Levin
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Production facilitie
s available

Very competitive rates

For more information call 

212.769.1925
 1-866-MY TV SHOWTALKLINE

COMMUNICATIONS NETWORK email:info@talklinecommunications.com

TALKLINE COMMUNICATIONS is an agency
specializing in matching broadcasters
with radio and TV stations leasing time
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Business/Opportunities

Autos Wanted

REAL ESTATE

Open Houses

WEST HEMPSTEAD: SUNDAY, 5/9
1pm- 4pm. 302 Maple Street. Prime
Location. 4 BR, 3 Bth, Walk Worship.
Asking $595K. Owner. 516-505-
0527 

House For Sale

LAWRENCE WATERFRONT 
"BROWNSTONE STYLE"

Pvt Beach. Views of inlet/ AB Bridge. 
9rms, 3+ bed, 2.5 bth. Custom built
in '06, ss appl, rad heat, cac, hw
flrs,  Fin. attic w 8' ceil. Access to
boatslip, golf, tennis. Low tax!
Diamond Condition!! $649k
Weissman Realty Group 516-459-
2615

SACKETT LAKE: 5 BRs, 2 EIK's,
Great Room, IGP+ 2 BR Cottage.
Walk Worship. $270K. 954-804-
5452

Business/Opportunities

Autos Wanted

Apartments For Rent

CEDARHURST:  3 BR Apt., Private
House, 2 New Bths. New Granite/
Appliances Kitchen, FDR, LR, Fin.
Bsmt., CAC, W/D. $2200, 2 Months
Security.  516-660-2944

CEDARHURST: NO FEE Modern 1
BR, 2 BR & 3 BR. CAC, W/D,
Storage, Private Entrance, Indoor
Parking, Near All. Starting At $1450.
1 Month Free Rent! (516)860-6889/
(516)852-5135

LAWRENCE: 2 BR, 2.5 Bath Duplex
Apt./ Indoor Garage, Terrace, EIK,
Patio, W/D, Walk-in Closet, Plenty
Storage Space, Dishwasher.
Convenient to Transportation.  Call
Owner 516-569-3700

Florida Real Estate

EMPLOYMENT

Help Wanted

SPECIAL ED TEACHERS Certified & 
Experienced Teachers, Secular
Studies,, FT, PT, For September
2010. 5 Towns/ Far Rockaway
Yeshivas Program. 
Fax Resume 516295-2899 
E-mail Shira@cahal.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Tutoring

TUTOR - ALL LEVELS English *
Hebrew * History * Judaics *
Research * Writing  Certified and
experienced teacher available to
help students in these subjects!
Contact Yehudah (646) 963-1753 
* (516) 295-1150.  

CLASSIFIEDS
To Advertise In This Section, Call 516-632-5205

 

... and more, so if you don't see what you are looking for 
just call and ask for a quote

516-855-4221
free estimates

                        • Bathrooms
                • Kitchens
                        • Finished Basements
                   • Painting/sheetrock
               • Plumbing
           • Carpentry
        • Electrical
     • Windows
  • Door Replacement
• Furniture Assembly
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Dependable
reliable

affordable

For all your home remodelling, 
repairs & handyman services

five towns handyman
& 

renovations

The World’s Largest Commercial Cleaning 
Franchisor is a proven leader in the industry 
with over 40 years of experience. Entrepreneur 
magazine has ranked Jani-King as the:
#1 Commercial Cleaning Franchise
#1 Home Based Franchise
#2 Low Investment Franchise
Join the King of Clean and discover the 
freedom of business ownership. Franchise 
plans offered start with a $2000 down 
payment. This franchise offering is made 
by prospectus only.

www.janiking.com
©2010 Jani-King International, Inc. CD0508-0097 C0420

Free Towing — Any Condition

Full Retail Tax-Deduction!
According to the IRS, the KBB Private Party Value may be used 

as a guide if the vehicle is provided to a struggling family.
Change someone’s life and get the tax-deduction you deserve!

The Original 1-800-Charity Cars

Donate a car at www.800CharityCars.org 
Receive a free car at www.FreeCharityCars.org

c0
51
1

ATTENTION:
Experienced Sales 

Professionals
Are You Comfortable
Working on the Web?
We Need Experienced

Salespeople to Sell 
Advertising On Our New
State-of-The Art Website

• Strong Communicatio Skills
• Creative
• Energetic
• Computer Skills a Must

Salary, Weekly Commissions, Bonus, 
Health Benefits, Dental, 401K, Life In-
surance, Vacation, Sick & Personal
Time.

RICHNER COMMUNICATIONS, INC.
Publishers of Twenty-Seven
Community Newspapers and

PrimeTime Xpress.

Confidential Interview
E-mail Your Resume to

RGlickman@LIHerald.com

SUNNY FLORIDA,
Own or Rent Your Dream House, 
Price Reduced! Motivated Owner.  

Championship Golf Courses, 
Boca Raton Boca Woods Country Club. 
LOCATION...LOCATION...LOCATION!
This 2 BR with Convertible Den, 2
Bths, 2-Car Garage, Large LR, DR,

Breakfast Area is Situated on a Cul-
de-sac Street with a MAGNIFICENT

LAKE VIEW. Brand New Tile Roof. An
Oversized Patio with a PRIVATE POOL

Completes this Unique Residence.
Boca Woods Features two 18-hole

Championship Golf Courses, Driving
Range, Har Tru Tennis Courts,
Fitness Center, Large Heated

Community Pool, Separate Cabana
Grill, Beautiful Very Active Clubhouse,

Pro Shop and Valet Parking for
Residents and Guests. A Golf Course

Membership is Required. 
MOTIVATED SELLER/ LANDLORD

Was $360K...NOW $269K. or Rent:
Was $4,250...NOW $2900/ Month

Please Call or E-mail Sunny
Rappaport for More Information or a

Showing of this Lovely Property. 
BRANHAM REALTY INC. 

561-306-2119
sunny.rappaport@ gmail.com

SELLING YOUR
HOUSE?

Run Your Ad in 
The Jewish Star

Just Call Our Classified
Department at
516-632-5205

Weigh the Advantages
of Legal Advertising in 

For information on rates and 
coverage, contact our Legals Dept.

at 516-569-4000.

THE
JEWISH
STAR

THE
JEWISH
STAR
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NOW BROADCASTING IN OUR 28TH YEAR!   

TALKLINE WITH ZEV BRENNER
AMERICA’S LEADING JEWISH RADIO & TV PROGRAM

“THE JEWISH BROADCAST CONNECTION”

33
45
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RADIO:
SATURDAY NIGHTS                 
12 MIDNIGHT – 2 AM                      
WMCA 570 AM                                       
MON- THURS
9 PM – 10 PM   
WSNR 620 AM 
SUNDAYS 8AM, 12NOON & 6PM
THURSDAYS 8PM
JLTV NATIONWIDE (Including)
TIME WARNER NY CHANNEL 120

TV:
SUNDAYS 11PM – MIDNIGHT                
WRNN. CH. 48 METRO NY                    
STATIONS INCLUDE:                       
               
CABLEVISION CH. 19
TIME WARNER CH. 91
RCN CH. 16
FIOS
DIRECT TV. CH. 62
DISH TV CH. 8116

212-7691925 • 1-866-JEWISH RADIO
info@talklinecommunications.com

Listen Online Anytime: Talklinecommunications.com

For more information on all of 
Talkine’s radio & TV programs contact:

DIRECT TV Channel 366                         
TIME WARNER’S CA (including L.A.) Ch.177                     

 online: www.jltv.com
SUNDAYS 9-10AM 3-4PM

FRIDAYS   11AM 12NOON
TIME WARNER MANHATTAN CH. 35

Other TALKLINE COMMUNICATIONS SHOWS:
MON-THU 7PM - 1AM WSNR 620 AM
SAT NIGHTS 10PM - 3AM WMCA 570 AM
SUN NIGHTS 12MID - 1 AM WSNR 620 AM

SUNDAYS  2PM - 5PM • FRIDAYS 8 am - NOON
TIME WARNER MANHATTAN CH.35
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The worldwide statistics regarding dam-
age caused by the eruption of a volcano in 
Iceland are mind-boggling. The number of 
air travelers whose plans were disrupted by 
airlines coming to a sudden halt looms in the 
shadow of the even greater loss taken by the 
airline industry itself – a number said to ex-
ceed over $1.7 billion and counting. Consider 
all of the heads of state who were unable to 
attend the funeral of the president of Poland 
and his wife because their planes could not 
take off. And all along, the number of people 
who tempted fate and tried to pronounce the 
actual name of that volcano — a seemingly 
random string of letters — remains at one: 
kudos to Al Roker.  

While many readers may be wondering 
why I would bring up an event that occurred 
weeks ago and is “so yesterday,” especially 
in light of the growing oil catastrophe in the 
Gulf of Mexico that could end up being Presi-
dent Obama’s Katrina, I promise that I do 
have a point.

They say that G-d works in mysterious 
ways. Strange events occur and we may not 
appreciate them at fi rst, nor might we ever 
understand their impact at all, but one must 
always believe there is a method to the mad-
ness. And while thousands of people were in-
convenienced by the plumes of ash and some 
even shouted “I hate Iceland!” in front of roll-
ing cameras at various airports (which hap-
pened to be very funny, but not the point), I 
think I understand what it was all about.

Last week I went to Boston to see my un-
cle. He’s a lovely man who unfortunately has 
suffered from Parkinson’s for many years. He 
underwent major surgery last week and thank 
G-d, the prognosis was good with improve-
ment already being seen. The week before 
the surgery, however, my aunt, his wife, was 
scheduled to be in Geneva at a conference. 

A week-long conference, as a matter of fact, 
from which she was to return only 24 hours 
before the surgery was to begin. She could 
not get out of it and it weighed heavily on 
her mind, as if she was not stressed enough. 
It was a big deal for her to leave my uncle 
for any length of time — how much more so 
for a week right before brain surgery. (Think 
“Grey’s Anatomy” sans McDreamy.)

But then, of course, the clouds parted and 
the sun shone through.  

Suddenly, the entire conference was can-
celled. At fi rst there was talk of shortening it, 
but then the organizers cancelled it off alto-
gether. Why? Well, I don’t know if you heard, 
but a volcano erupted in Iceland, spewing 
ash all over Europe and grounding fl ights for 
days — including my aunt’s.  

The sigh of relief that could be heard 
around the world came from Boston, but you 
would not have heard it as it was drowned 
out by the “argh”s of frustration coming from 
stranded air passengers hunkered down in 
foreign airports. Amid all of the angry travel-
ers worldwide who made the news, there was 
one family in New England that was secretly 
jumping for joy over a volcano with a crazy 
name that chose the exactly perfect week to 
wreak havoc over Europe. Thank G-d.

I do believe that we often stare at the 
trees and miss the forest but it’s not our fault 
— the forest is not always ours to see. It is ac-
tually none of our business. We do not get to 
know everything — we get to know what G-d 
wants us to know, a quiet reminder that we 
really are not in charge. And while that may 
sometimes be unfair, hey, that’s life. What we 
do get, however, is a comfort like no other — 
the comfort of knowing with certainty that 
while we may not be entitled to see the big 
picture, a big picture always exists.  

MLW

Dear That’s Life,

     That’s life Edited by Miriam L. Wallach

Engagements
Engagement of Chaya Brill (Edison, NJ) & 

Ezra Miller (Lakewood, NJ) — May 3, 2010
Engagement of Gavriel Soloveichik (Jeru-

salem, Israel) & Goldie Ehrentreu (Manches-
ter, U.K.) — April 29, 2010

Engagement of Chaya Mizrachi (Monsey, 

NY) & Aryeh Chaim Urist (West Hempstead, 
NY) — April 25, 2010

Birth
Birth of a baby girl to Yehudit & Robby 

Bendel (Brooklyn & Staten Island, NY) — 
April 28, 2010

To view entire galleries, please visit www.onlysimchas.com

only simchas!
Celebrating Jewish Life

B’bye sushi, hello 
falafel
70 kids whose families plan 
to make aliyah this sum-
mer with Nefesh B’Nefesh 
attended a workshop in 
New Jersey last weekend 
to help them prepare for 
the move. They learned Is-
raeli slang and discussed 
ways to keep in touch with 
friends, among other ac-
tivities. 

Photo by Shahar Azran
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Ask for: Sheila, Sales & Leasing Consultant,  866-696-4927 x149

New Car Showroom:
866-696-4927

Pre-Owned Showroom:
888-876-6892

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-9pm Sat: 9am-6pm  Sun: 12pm-5pm   On-Site Parking

700 Sunrise Highway, Rockville Centre, NY 11570

www.LexusofRVC.comA U T H O R I Z E D 
L E X U S  D E A L E R 

a division of 

www.NYAutoGIANT.com

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

LEXUS OF ROCKVILLE CENTRE

*Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.  
Pictures are for illustration purposes 
only. Offer expires June 1 , 2010.  

’06 Lexus IS 250 
Manual, Silver, 17k mi. 
#U5244P $23,988*
’07 Lexus IS 250 
Auto, White, Nav, 49k mi.  
#U5111I $24,988*
’07 Lexus IS 250
Manual, Black, 22k mi. 
#U5268P $26,988*
’07 Lexus IS 350
Auto, Black, Nav, 39k mi. 
#U5185T $28,488*
‘07 Lexus IS 350
Auto, Silver, Nav,  
CERTIFIED, 33k mi. 
#U5112P $28,988*
’08 Lexus IS 250 
Auto, Black,  
CERTIFIED, 16k mi. 
#U5133P $30,988*

‘08 Lexus IS F 
Auto, Silver,  
CERTIFIED, 15k mi. 
#U4867L $43,988*
‘10 Lexus HS 250H 
Auto, Dark Gray, Hybrid, 
Nav, 2,613 mi. #U5305T 
$41,988*
’07 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, Silver, 45k mi.  
#U5149T $23,988*
’07 Lexus ES 350
Auto, Moonshell, Nav,  
36k mi. #U5217T  
$25,988* 
’07 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, Ruby, Nav, 32k mi.  
# U5197A $26,988*
’07 Lexus ES 350
Auto, Gold, Nav, 27k mi. 
#U5198A $27,988*

’08 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, Silver, Nav,  
CERTIFIED, 34k mi.  
#U5166I $27,388*
‘08 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, White, Roof,  
CERTIFIED, 14k mi.  
#U4865L $29,588*
‘08 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, Moonshell, Roof,  
CERTIFIED, 12k mi.  
#U4870L $29,788*
‘08 Lexus ES 350 
Auto, Dk Blue, 12k mi. 
#U5297T $30,988*
’04 Lexus RX 330 
Auto, Black Forest Pearl, 
70k mi. #U5236T 
$20,988*
’04 Lexus RX 330 
Auto, Dark Blue, 64k mi. 
#U5246T $21,388*

‘07 Lexus RX 350 
Auto, Bamboo, 20k mi. 
#U5230T $29,988*
’08 Lexus RX 400h
Auto, Silver, Navigation, 
 50k mi. #U5262T 
$32,988*
’07 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, Silver, Nav, 36k mi. 
#U5199A $30,988*
’07 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, Gray, 31k mi.  
#U5193P $31,988*
‘07 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, Silver, Certified,  
19k mi. #U5282P 
$32,988*
’08 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, White, Nav, 24k mi. 
#U5235T $37,988*

‘08 Lexus GS 350 
Auto, White, Navigation,  
CERTIFIED. 29k mi.  
#U4993P $42,988*
’06 Lexus LS 430 
Auto, Black, 25k mi. 
#U5266T $31,988*
‘07 Lexus SC 430 
Convertible Auto, Smokey  
Granite, Nav, CERTIFIED,  
29k mi.  #U4873P 
$39,988*
’07 Lexus GX 470 
Auto, Silver, Nav, 32k mi. 
#U5258T $36,588*
’07 Lexus GX 470 
Auto, Blue, Nav, 31k mi.  
# U5191P $36,788*
’08 Lexus GX 470 
Auto, Silver. Navigation,  
18k mi. #U5118T $44,388*

Tax, tags & DMV fees additional. Lease specials subject to Lexus Financial Service with very good credit (730 credit score). Lessee responsible for maintenance, repairs, 
excess wear tear, 25 cents per mile over 10k miles/year . Purchase option available. Artwork for illustration only . Offer expires June 1 , 2010.

Lease /mo. 
36 mos.

$339*
Auto, MSRP: $36,220.

$339 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee

*$3539 . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

All-new 2010 Lexus 
HS 250h

All-new 2010 Lexus 
RX 350 FWD

All-new 2010 Lexus 
RX 450h AWD

MSRP: $36,560 
Lease /mo.  
36 mos.

Auto, 6-Cyl, Leather, Sunroof, All Power, CD

$359. . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee

*$3559 . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

All-new 2010 Lexus 
IS 250AWD

M

3
$359*

$469* $569*
Auto, 6 Cyl, Leather, Sunroof, All Power, CD Auto, 6 Cyl, Leather, Sunroof, All Power, CD

$469 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment

*$3669 . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

$569 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment

*$3769 . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

MSRP: $49,995 
Lease /mo.  
36 mos.

Auto, 6 Cyl, Leather, Sunroof, Nav,  All Power, CD 

$539. . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . Security Deposit
$2999 . . . . . . . . . . . .Down Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee

*$4234 . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

All-new 2010 Lexus 
GS 350 AWD

$539*

SPECIAL PRICING!

Auto, 6-Cyl, Leather, Sunroof, All Power, CD

$399 . . . . . . . .First Month Payment
$0 . . . . . . . . .Security Deposit
$2500 . . . . . . . . . . . Down Payment
$700. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Bank Fee

*$3599 . . . . . . . . . . . Due at signing
With very good (730) credit score.  
Tax, tags & DMV fees additional.

All-new 2010 Lexus 
ES 350

$399*
MSRP: $36,730 
Lease /mo. 
36 mos.

MSRP: $41,307 
Lease /mo. 
36 mos.

MSRP: $44,275 
Lease /mo.  
36 mos.

LEXUS PAYMENT 
WAIVER PROGRAM

WE WILL 
WAIVE UP TO 
6 PAYMENTS

on your current Lexus 
Financial Services lease with 

maturity dates between July 1, 
2010 & January 3, 2011 when 

you Finance or Lease any  
New 2010 Lexus model thru  

Lexus Financial Services.

available for up to 36 months;  2.9% up to 48 months; 3.9% up to 60 months, to qualified buyers with excellent credit (750+ fico)  on all Certified Pre-Owned vehicles with no down payment.

GET 1.9% APR ON ALL LEXUS CPO MODELS

1.9 %APR 
FINANCING*

Unprecedented values thru June 1
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www.AnelisDesign.com

When a child is born or diagnosed with a serious illness, 

the entire family feels the pain. Chai Lifeline provides 

the emotional, social, and fi nancial assistance that 

enables each member to cope with the crises and daily 

challenges of life-threatening illness or chronic condition.

151 West 30th Street
New York, NY 10001
www.chailifeline.org
info@chailifeline.org

22 WEEKENDS / 1500+ LIVES CHANGED!Thank 
You!

friends ’n’fun
!"#$%&&%'"()*+,-+./+"01,"2$%-"3-0+4-.+56"2$-47,+.

These amazing weekends bring the camaraderie of Camp Simcha and 
Camp Simcha Special to children throughout the year, instilling confi dence, 
alleviating isolation, and renewing their determination to fi ght the physical 
and emotional pain of life-threatening or lifelong illness. 

The children of 2$%-"3-0+4-.+ thank
the families and synagogues of
Lawrence/Cedarhurst

!89

Batsheva and Shaul Katz

Beth and Yehuda Honig

Rabbi and Mrs. Elisha Horowitz and the 
congregants of Beis Medrash Heichal Dovid

Rabbi and Mrs. Jonathan Shippel and the 
congregants of Bais Avraham Zev

Dovid and Chani Scharf

for opening your homes and hearts for

FOLLOW US ON

FOLLOW US ON
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